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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 

 

128-17-CA 211 S WILMINGTON STREET 

Applicant: TED VAN DYK 

Received: 7/13/2017 Meeting Date(s): 

Submission date + 90 days:  10/11/2017 1) 8/24/2017 2) 9/28/17  3) 10/26/17 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 

 

Historic District: MOORE SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Zoning: HOD-G 

Nature of Project: Removal of non-historic storefront features; construction of new storefront; 

installation of rooftop mechanical equipment; installation of rear cooler unit. 

Amendments: Additional documentation was received with changes to the façade design and 

materials. 

DRAC: An application was reviewed by the Design Review Advisory Committee at its   

August 7, 2017, meeting.  Members in attendance were Dan Becker, Mary Ruffin Hanbury, 

Curtis Kasefang and David Maurer; Ted Van Dyk represented the applicant; also present 

was Roberta Fox. 

Staff Notes: 

 COAs mentioned are available for review. 

 This case was deferred from the September 28 COA meeting to allow for design 

revisions reflecting input from the COA Committee. 

 Changes to this report reflecting the amended application for the October 26 COA 

Committee meeting are shown in bold. 

 The applicant provided revised drawings on 11” x 17” paper which replace those 

shown in the presentation packet. 

 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 

Sections Topic Description of Work 

2.6 Exterior Walls Removal of non-historic storefront features 

2.7 Windows and Doors construction of new storefront 

2.9 Storefronts Removal of non-historic storefront features; construction 

of new storefront 

2.10  Sustainability and Energy 

Retrofit 

Installation of rooftop mechanical equipment 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 

A. The removal of non-historic storefront features and construction of a new storefront are not 

incongruous in concept according to Guidelines sections 2.6.7, 2.7.7, 2.9.6; however, the 
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storefront design and materials proposed may be incongruous in concept according to 

Guidelines sections 2.6.7, 2.7.7, 2.9.6, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The Moore Square district is noted for its concentration of early twentieth century 

commercial architecture, according to the Special Character Essay for the district: “The 

architectural scale of the district is pleasingly suited to the pedestrian. The vast majority of 

buildings in the district are simple, vernacular brick ‘shoe-boxes’, two to three stories in 

height, narrow and deep. Past attempts to modernize the pedestrian level of the shops with 

aluminum panels and flat aluminum awnings contribute to a discontinuity that contrasts 

with the frequently related repetitive elements and details of the second and third floors of 

these buildings.” 

2* From the 1983 National Register nomination for the Moore Square Historic District, the 

building at 211 S Wilmington (then known as 213 S Wilmington) was built prior to 1914 

based on the Sanborn map of that year.  As of 1983 it was a store named Daniels and its 

façade had been completely altered by that time and was found to be non-contributing to 

the district.  

3* From the Storefronts section of the Design Guidelines under the Things to Consider as You 

Plan heading (pg 56):  “If an inappropriate storefront has completely replaced the original 

storefront, a new storefront based on accurate documentation of the original is preferred. If 

accurate documentation is not available, then a new design compatible with the building in 

scale, size, material, and color is appropriate.” 

4* Like many of its neighbors on Wilmington Street, the building is only accessible from the 

street-level entry doors.  It has party walls on both the north and south, while its rear façade 

on the east side has blocked window openings on both the first and second floors. 

5* The applicant’s proposed design recesses the ground floor storefront nearly the full width of 

the building.  Historic façades often recessed the entry doors of commercial buildings 

between display windows that met the sidewalk, but later alterations in the mid-twentieth 

century often recessed larger areas of the façades, sometimes angled, as can be seen at 217 S 

Wilmington, now known as Blalock’s Barber & Beauty Salon. 

6* The original façade included three doors, with two recessed between display windows and 

one on the far right providing access to the upper floor.  The only door that remains in the 
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original location is the one on the far right.  The two original retail shop doors and display 

windows were all changed during a circa 2012 renovation per COA 034-12-MW. 

7* The proposed retail shop door extends the full height of the ground floor and is proposed to 

be glass in a solid frame.  It is proposed to be mahogany wood.   

8* The door to the second story has been replaced with a glazed door with a sidelight.  

Historically, entry doors were either fully or partly glazed, and included glazed transoms to 

bring diffused daylight into the building.  The door and sidelight are proposed to be 

mahogany wood;  specifications were not provided. 

9* The existing upper level of the façade is clad with a ribbed metal material that has entirely 

blocked the windows and covers the parapet.  It appears likely that the original features of 

the façade were removed in their entirety to accommodate the metal material, as it appears 

to be on the same plane as the neighboring buildings, while the original façade featured 

projecting cornices and engaged columns.  Certainly, the three uppermost projecting 

elements (a central temple form and two flanking towers with pyramidal roofs) were 

removed at some time. 

10* The proposed upper level is designed as a frame that is on the same plane as the 

neighboring building and that surrounds recessed planes of the façade.  

11* The new storefront design is asymmetrical, with the façade divided vertically by a dark 

“column” set roughly 1/3 of the way from the right side.  This column wraps a structural 

column behind it.  From historic photos, the original façade was divided vertically by three 

towers with recessed panels inset between them.  The original design emphasized the 

verticality with every element of the façade. 

12* The new façade is also divided horizontally, with projecting bands above the first and 

second floors.  A narrow cornice detail is near the top of the façade.  All other elements of 

the façade are recessed. 

13* The ground floor windows are proposed to be a contemporary storefront system, with a 

continuous span of fixed windows that are set in metal frames and raised above the 

sidewalk.  As with the front doors, the windows rise nearly the full height of the ground 

floor. From historic photos, it appears the ground floor windows were large sheets of glass 
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set above bulkheads of unknown material.  The height of the historic windows is unclear 

from the photos, since the façade originally included awnings over the windows. 

14* The second floor windows are proposed to be a contemporary storefront system, with three 

sets of sliding glass doors that are set in metal frames. They are topped with metal panels 

set in black metal frames that are designed to mimic transom windows. The original 

second story featured punched openings with two arched windows and two French doors 

topped by fanlights. Some specifications were provided for the new windows, but lacking 

section drawings and color samples. 

15* There is a disconnect between the section drawing and elevation drawing of the proposed 

new elevation.  The section drawing labels spandrel glass approximately 5 feet below the 

cornice, but the elevation drawing shows it as “gray” without a material description, 

although the drawing appears to be a stucco-like material. 

16* The application states that the proposed storefront has 35% transparency and the nearby 

buildings are at 27% and 29%.  The amount of glass has been reduced from the previous 

design, while the window frame dimensions have been increased in width and the 

windows have been separated with a gray material (see A.15).  The 2nd floor windows are 

now closer in design to the 2nd floor windows at 217 S. Wilmington St., with framed 

windows set into a neutral background. 

17* The proposed storefront design is a traditional design by having a highly glazed first 

level storefront and more solid 2nd level punctured by large windows.  The use of tiles 

over the entire façade, lack of muntins, and framed 2nd level differentiates it from the 

nearby historic facades. 

18* It is unclear from the application if the glass will be clear.  Windows and doors in Moore 

Square are now and have historically been clear. 

19* Common materials on historic commercial buildings in the district include brick, stone, 

glass and wood, with some ornamental metal.   

20* Façade materials are shown on the elevation drawings as (in order from top down) black 

metal, tan porcelain tile, black porcelain tile, an undefined “gray” material (see A.15), 

tube steel, glass, and mahogany doors.  The proposed tiles are 6”x12” in a running bond 

pattern.  This is larger than, but similar to the 4”x8” brick used on adjacent historic 
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buildings. Neither specifications nor material samples were provided for the new 

materials. 

21* No specifications were provided for exterior lighting. 

 

B. The installation of rooftop mechanical equipment and installation of a rear cooler unit are 

not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines sections 2.10.3, 2.10.8, and the following 

suggested facts: 

1* The changes to the rear façade include the installation of an aluminum panel designed to 

hide a walk-in cooler on the narrow roof of the first floor.  It is unclear if the middle and 

left window openings will be restored with new windows, although the window on the 

right side will be converted to a door that opens to the cooler.  Neither specifications nor 

material samples were provided for the aluminum panel. 

2* The roof plan shows a variety of mechanical equipment that is screened from the rear.  

Neither specifications nor material samples were provided for the screening. 

3* It is common for mechanical equipment to be placed on commercial building rooftops; 

traditionally these were unscreened. 

 

 

Staff recommends approval with conditions.   

  

1. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by the committee 

prior to issuance of the blue placard:  

a. Final elevation and roof plan drawings;  

b. Material samples; 

c. Windows including the spandrel glass and window sections. 

2. That the glass be clear. 

3. That the mechanical equipment screening be minimal and/or semi-transparent so as to 

avoid the appearance of a rooftop addition. 

4. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior to 

issuance of the blue placard:  
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a. Doors; 

b. Walk-in cooler; 

c. Mechanical equipment; 

d. Rooftop screening materials. 

5. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to installation or construction:  

a. Lighting 
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