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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
129-17-CA 1804 HILLSBOROUGH STREET 
Applicant: PATTI GILLENWATER 
Received: 7/13/2017 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  10/11/2017 1) 8/24/2017 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Raleigh Historic Landmark: DR. Z.M. CAVENESS HOUSE 
Nature of Project: Install privacy fence; construct garden shed 
Staff Notes: 

•  
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.3 Site Features and Plantings install privacy fence 
1.4  Fences and Walls install privacy fence 
1.6  Garages and Accessory Structures construct garden shed 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 
 
A. Installation of privacy fence is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 1.3.7, 1.4.8 

and the following suggested facts: 

1* The landmark designation report states that the 2-story brick foursquare Dr. Z. M. Caveness 

House is architecturally significant as a well-preserved brick foursquare house with 

influences of the Prairie School of architects. The house is also significant as a surviving 

residential structure on a street which was once one of Raleigh's prime residential 

boulevards, but where today commercial encroachment is predominant.  It is also historically 

significant for its association with Dr. Zebulon Marvin Caveness, a prominent physician and 

civic leader in Raleigh for over forty years. 

2* The Maple tree will be kept inside the fence and protected from harm by manually digging 

around the roots.  If needed, the location of the fence panels will be adjusted to locate the 

posts away from the roots. 

3* The wood fence is proposed to be along the property line as it typical of fences. 
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4* The fence ranges in height from 5 feet to 8 feet.  The maximum height of fences typically 

approved is 6 feet.  

5* The Craftsman design of the fence includes a partially open top portion of 1-1/2 feet.  The 

solid portion ranges from 3-1/2 feet to 6-1/2 feet. 

6* There is a 9 foot tall fence on an adjacent property across the alley which is neither a historic 

landmark nor in a historic district. 

 

B. Construction of a garden shed is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 1.6.6, 

1.6.7, 1.6.8, 1.6.9, 1.6.10, 1.6.11, and the following suggested facts: 

1* Accessory buildings up to 144 SF are approvable by staff as Minor Works. 

2* The proposed shed sits adjacent the historic garage.   

3* The shed is proposed to be wood with a hipped roof and colors to match the house and 

garage.  A photographic example was provided.  Details and specifications were not 

provided. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application, with the following conditions: 

 

1. That the solid portion of the fence be a maximum of 6 feet in height and that the revised 

design be provided to and approved by staff prior to issuance of the blue placard. 

2. The details and specifications for the shed be provided to and approved by staff prior to the 

issuance of the blue placard. 

 


