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APPLICANT:
JOHN AND CARLEN DEMLER

Nature of Project: 
Install 6' fence and gate
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
131-18-CA 917 W SOUTH STREET 
Applicant: JOHN AND CARLEN DEMLER 
Received: 8/15/2018 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  11/13/2018 1) 9/27/2018 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: BOYLAN HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: GENERAL HOD 
Nature of Project: Install 6' rear fence and gate 
Staff Notes: 

• The file for COA 020-09-CA is available for review. 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 

Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.4 Fences and Walls Install 6’ fence and gate 

 

  

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 

A. The installation of a 6’ tall fence and gate is not incongruous in concept according to 

Guidelines sections 1.4.8 and the following suggested facts: 

1* The Design Guidelines for Raleigh Historic Districts states on page 14 that “Fences and walls 

were common site features in Raleigh’s early neighborhoods…” and “Utilitarian fences and 

walls served to secure boundaries…and to provide visual privacy. They were generally 

used in rear yard locations and were not usually visible from the street. Traditionally, 

utilitarian fences were constructed of vertical wooden slats or pickets…”  

2* The proposed wood fence is located in the rear yard along the property line as is 

characteristic of the district.  The application states that the fence will be constructed in a 

box design matching the fence on a neighboring property, 915 W South Street. 

3* Traditionally, fences were constructed with neighbor friendly design, with structural 

members facing inward; the shadow-box fence design has the same appearance on each 

side.  

4* A 4’ shadow-box style fence previously existed at this property and was removed through 

COA 003-18-CA to accommodate for the construction of a rear addition. 
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5* The fence at 915 W South Street was installed through COA 020-09-CA. 

6* The committee has regularly found that 6’-tall wood privacy fences meet the Design 

Guidelines in Boylan Heights. 

7* One double gate is proposed along the rear property line adjacent the alley; the gates will be 

hinged sections of the same material and shadow-box design as the rest of the fence. The 

hinges will be on the interior of the fence so as to not be visible from adjacent properties or 

the alley. 

8* Wood is a traditional fencing material. 

9* The proposed cedar fence will have a natural finish. 

10* The proposed fence is jogged to avoid several large trees located on or very near to the rear 

property line.  The proposed fence location may result in an impact to the roots; no 

information is included in the application regarding how tree roots will be treated if they 

are encountered during the digging of fence post holes. 

11* A tree protection plan was not provided for this application, but was included in the 

previous COA (003-18-CA) and, as of the writing of this report, is still in place. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application with the following conditions: 

 

1. That the tree protection plan implemented in COA 003-18-CA remain in place for the 

duration of construction.  

2. That fence footings be dug by hand and located to avoid damage to tree roots, should 

any be encountered during construction of the fence. Roots larger than 1” caliper will be 

cut cleanly using proper tools such as loppers. 
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