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145-18-CA
314 N BOUNDARY 

STREET
OAKWOOD HISTORIC 

DISTRICT (R-10)

APPLICANT:
LINDA AND RONALD ROGERS

Nature of Project: 
Remove and replace 10 trees; 
install 46" wood fence and masonry 
retaining wall in front yard; 
install 8' fence in back yard
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
145-18-CA 314 N BOUNDARY STREET 
Applicant: LINDA AND RONALD ROGERS 
Received: 9/10/18 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  12/09/18 1) 10/25/2018 2) 2/28/2019  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: HOD-G 
Nature of Project: Install masonry retaining wall; install 8' and 6’ fence in rear yard 
Amendments: The applicant has removed the request for a front yard fence and grading, has 

altered the retaining wall location, lowered the height of the retaining wall, and altered 
the proposed rear yard fence configuration. 

Staff Notes:  
• The components of this application containing a tree protection plan and tree removal 

were approved at the October 25, 2018 COA hearing.  A front yard fence and retaining 
wall with front yard grading and rear yard fence were deferred to allow the applicant 
time to prepare additional information.   

• COA cases mentioned are available for review. 
• Changes to the staff report appear in bold lettering below. 

 
APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.3 Site Features and Plantings Install masonry retaining wall in front yard 
1.4  Fences and Walls Install masonry retaining wall in front yard; install 

8' and 6’ fence in rear yard 
            
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Based on the information contained in the amended application and staff’s evaluation: 
 
A. The installation of a masonry retaining wall in the front yard and installation of a fence in 

rear yard are not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.3, 1.3.7, 1.3.9, 

1.3.13, 1.4.8, 1.4.11; however, an 8’ tall fence may be incongruous according to Guidelines 

1.4.8 and the following suggested facts: 

1* The Design Guidelines for Raleigh Historic Districts states on page 14 that “Fences and walls 

were common site features in Raleigh’s early neighborhoods…” and “Utilitarian fences and 

walls served to secure boundaries…and to provide visual privacy. They were generally 
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used in rear yard locations and were not usually visible from the street. Traditionally, 

utilitarian fences were constructed of vertical wooden slats or pickets…”  

2* The applicant proposes the construction of an 18” tall masonry retaining wall along the 

west edge of the driveway.  The wall is proposed to match the existing low stone wall 

located on the east side of the driveway.  Drawings of the proposed wall either in elevation 

or section were not provided. 

3* The masonry wall will replace currently existing railroad ties. 

4* The application also proposes the installation of an 8’ tall wood privacy fence along the west 

and south property lines in the rear yard.   

5* The fence height will be reduced to 6’ where it abuts the house and for approximately 15’ 

from its starting points on the east and west property lines to reduce the height visible 

from the street. 

6* The proposed tall privacy fence locations abut properties that are not included in the 

Oakwood Historic District.  One property is a commercial gas station, the other is a vacant 

lot. 

7* The Committee has previously approved a taller fence on property lines that abut 

commercial properties for the ZM Caveness House (019-17-CA).   

8* Photographs of the proposed fence design were included.   

9* Wood is a traditional fencing material. 

 

Staff suggests that the Committee discuss the proposed 8’ height of the fence.  Pending the 

results of that discussion, staff suggests the Committee approve the application with the 

following conditions:  

1. That the previously approved tree protection plan be implemented and remain in place 

for the duration of construction.  

2. That fence footings be dug by hand and located to avoid damage to tree roots, should 

any be encountered during construction of the fence. Roots larger than 1” caliper will be 

cut cleanly using proper tools such as loppers. 

3. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff 

prior to issuance of the blue placard:  

a. Masonry wall. 
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