
Certificate of 

Appropriateness (COA)  
     

   Administrative Review of Conditions 

 
COA Meeting Date:  3/22/18 

 

COA #:    151-17-CA  

 

Applicant Name:  John Thomas for Gardener by Nature 

 

Property Address:  408 E Lane St 

 
 

 

Reason for COA Committee review: 
Change in design, moving the gate 6’ back from the rest of the fence line across 
the driveway. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TREE PROTECTION (see attached arborist’s letter) 
 

-Erect temporary exclusion fence at 6’ radius (12’ diameter) from center of the tree. 

 
-No excavation to take place within exclusion zone.  Soil may be added to root zone to reduce 

compaction. 

 
-After construction Bartlett is to conduct a follow up soil treatment. 
 
 

DRIVEWAY GATE 

 
The approved plan shows the gate aligned with the existing fence at the sidewalk.  We wish to 

make a small adjustment in the placement, moving the gate 6’ into the driveway, to allow 

clearance for a car to pause to open the gate when entering. 
 

The attached sketch from our wrought iron artisan shows how the gate matches both the 
existing fence and the new fence.  The top rail of the gate will match the top rail of the existing 
48” fence and that of the new 36” fence because the shorter new fence is elevated onto the 

existing retaining wall.  The corner of the gate at the wall is mounted to a post at the driveway 

level, so the bottom rails will match up as well. 
 

DECK ADDITION 

 
The additions to the deck will match the existing deck in every respect including materials, 

sizing, styling, and stain color.  We would like to add steps to the ground level in the West side 

yard. 
 

HVAC SCREENING 
 

The HVAC equipment is visible from the sidewalk for about 12’ from the point where it is 
masked by the neighbor’s Camellias to the point where it is masked by the subject house.   
We propose to plant Agarista populifolia at the NW corner of the house.  This is a broadleaf 
evergreen shrub for heavy shade, which will mature at 6 – 8 feet, with a multi-stemmed 
weeping habit.  In the NW corner at the fence we will be using a native Oakleaf Hydrangea 
which should cover the sightline from the other side. After a few years of growth these plants 
will screen the HVAC quite effectively. 
 
 
  

  



 

 

 

Change to driveway fence/gate design 



Change to driveway fence/gate design 
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151-17-CA
408 E LANE STREET
OAKWOOD HISTORIC 

DISTRICT (HOD-G)

APPLICANT:
JOHN THOMAS FOR GARDENER 
BY NATURE LLC

Nature of Project: 
Implementation of master 
landscape Plan: 
demolish concrete driveway and slab; 
install brick driving strips; 
install brick patio; construct pergolas; 
replace shrubbery; 
install rain garden; remove and 
replace fence; enlarge existing deck.
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 

 

151-17-CA 408 E LANE STREET 

Applicant: JOHN THOMAS FOR GARDENER BY NATURE LLC 

Received: 12/19/2017 Meeting Date(s): 

Submission date + 90 days:  4/3/2018 1) 1/25/2018 2)  3)  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 

 

Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Zoning: HOD-G 

Nature of Project: Implementation of master landscape plan: demolish concrete driveway and 

slab; install brick driving strips; install brick patio; construct pergolas; replace shrubbery; 

install rain garden; remove and replace fence; enlarge existing deck 

Amendments: None 

 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 

Sections Topic Description of Work 

1.3 Site Features and Plantings Implementation of master landscape 

plan: demolish concrete driveway 

and slab; install brick driving strips; 

install brick patio; construct pergolas; 

replace shrubbery; install rain garden 

1.4 Fences and Walls Remove and replace fence 

1.5 Walkways, Driveways and Offstreet Parking Demolish concrete driveway and 

slab; install brick driving strips 

3.1 Decks Enlarge existing deck 

            

 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 

A. Implementation of a master landscape plan involving installing a brick patio, constructing 

pergolas, replacing shrubbery, and installing a rain garden is not incongruous in concept 

according to Guidelines 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.3, 1.3.4, 1.3.6, 1.3.7, 1.3.8, 1.3.9, 1.3.10, and the 

following suggested facts: 

1* From the Special Character of the Oakwood Historic District: “The street pattern is grid-like, 

but the blocks are of varying sizes and shapes. Some blocks are roughly square, while others 

are rectangular. This can lead to long stretches of sidewalk leading past home after home 
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before an intersecting street is encountered. Most lots are small and narrow, especially 

between Bloodworth and East streets, and the houses are generally tightly spaced and often 

located close to the side lot lines. This dense grouping of buildings, which are also set close 

to the sidewalk, gives a certain intimacy and rhythm to the neighborhood.” 

2* Also from the Special Character of the Oakwood Historic District: “Front yards are 

primarily lawn, bordered with planting beds; landscape plantings are generally informal, 

and often composed of simple foundation plantings.” 

3* The property includes a two-story brick house and mature landscaping, as well as brick 

walkways, front stairs and a patio. 

4* The use of brick hardscape features is common and historical in the Oakwood Historic 

District. 

5* The patio at the southeast corner of the house will include two trellis structures to provide 

shade.  A pergola feature is also proposed for the garage.  The use of shade structures is 

common and historical in the district. The applicants provided examples of other shade 

structures in the district. 

6* No detailed information on the original built area to open space was provided by the 

applicant, although the site plan drawings appear to illustrate a reduction in the total paved 

area. 

7* The application includes the addition of a rain garden and a stepping stone path on the 

northwest corner of the house, as well as the planting of a hydrangea.  With the removal of 

the existing hollies and the installation of primarily low-lying hardscape and softscape 

elements, the existing HVAC units may be more visible from the front of the property. 

 

B. Removing and replacing fencing is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 1.3.1, 

1.3.9,1.4.1, 1.4.2, 1.4.8, 1.4.11, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The property is partially surrounded by a black metal fence that runs along the sidewalks 

on the north and east sides as well as the west property line.  The proposal includes the 

removal of a small portion of the fence that encloses the southeast corner of the lawn area, 

installation of a gate at the driveway, and installation of fencing on the existing retaining 
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wall adjacent to the driveway.  Simple black metal fencing that encloses the perimeter of 

properties is not common, but also not atypical for the district. 

2* The height of the existing fence is 50” at the south gatepost.  It is unclear from the 

application if the 36” tall fence proposed for the top of the retaining wall will match the 

height of the adjacent fencing where these two items meet at the southeast corner of the lot. 

 

C. Demolishing a concrete driveway and slab, and installing brick driving strips is not 

incongruous according to Guidelines 1.3.2, 1.3.4, 1.3.9, 1.5.1, 1.5.4, 1.5.5, 1.5.6, 1.5.8, 1.5.9, and 

the following suggested facts: 

1* From the Special Character of the Oakwood Historic District: “A few of the driveway 

aprons are still paved with cobblestones or brick; most are concrete. Driveways themselves 

are most often gravel or concrete ribbon strips, squeezing beside the house to access the rear 

yard, and pushing the house close to the opposite side-lot line.” 

2* The existing driveway and garage do not appear to date to the original 1924 construction of 

the house. 

3* The applicant proposes removing the extensively paved driveway/walkway area at the rear 

of the house to resolve a significant issue with flooding for the house.  Slight regrading is 

proposed. 

4* Brick driving strip driveways are a common and historic feature in Oakwood. 

 

D. Enlarging an existing deck is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 3.1.1, 3.1.2, 

3.1.4, 3.1.5, 3.1.6, 3.1.7, 3.1.8, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The existing non-historic deck and the proposed deck addition are at the southwest corner 

of the lot between the house, an enclosed porch, and the garage.  The deck is screened from 

view, as is common and historical in the district. 

2* The application implies that the deck extension will match the existing deck, but details are 

not included. 
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Staff suggests that the committee approve the application with the following conditions: 

 

1. That tree protection plans be implemented and remain in place for the duration of 

construction. 

2. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to issuance of the blue placard:  

a. Tree protection plan. 

3. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to installation or construction:  

a. Fence height detail where retaining wall fence and driveway fence extension 

meet; 

b. Deck extension; 

c. HVAC screening. 
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View from across Lane Street. 
 
 

 
Looking West on Lane Street 



 7 

 
Lane Street and East Street. 
 

 
From across East Street, looking Northwest. 
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OBJECTIVES 
 
 
-This brick Mediterranean Revival house was built circa 1924.  The owners are 
experiencing water damage at the rear of the home. There is an extreme amount of 
hardened surface area behind the house, and roof outfall from the garage and much 
of the house add to the drainage problems.  We hope to alleviate much of the 
situation by removing a lot of concrete and replacing it with turf, as well as 
rebuilding the drains and introducing a rain garden feature in the West side yard.  
Brick driveway tracks from the sidewalk to the garage are to replace the existing 
driveway. 
 
-The owners would like to have a wooden pergola over the driveway at the entrance 
to the garage.  They also propose a new brick patio at the rear wall in the Southeast 
corner, adjoining the brick walkway to the porch.  This patio includes two trellis 
structures for shade on this South exposure.  A small extension of the existing deck 
is also proposed. 
 
-We propose to use old brick salvaged from the East walkway to extend the narrow 
brick walk running parallel to the front fence. 
 
-The owners would like to increase the amount of lawn play space for children.  Our 
proposal adds approx. 80 SF of lawn by replacing an existing holly hedge at the 
porch, and additional turf to be planted where concrete is removed. 
 
-The owners would like to re-work the plantings to create a less formal appearance 
with greater plant diversity and color. 
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408 East Lane Street 
 

Proposed Hardscape Alterations 
 

 
- Demolish concrete driveway slab.  Build brick driveway tracks. 

              1.3.4 / 1.3.9 / 1.5.5 / 1.5.6      
 

- Build brick patio with wooden trellis.  Extend brick walkways. 
              1.3.6 / 1.3.9 / 1.3.7 
 

- Build pergola at garage. 
              1.3.6 / 1.3.9 
       
       -      Extend existing deck 42” to West boundary fence. 
               3.1 
 
       -      Build fence section with driveway gate along South boundary. 
               1.3.9 / 1.4.8 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Planting Alterations 
 
 

- Replace existing shrubbery plantings with new material to provide a less 
formal look with more plant diversity. 

              1.3.2 
 

- Install grass turf between driveway tracks and in areas previously covered 
by slab.  

              1.3.4 
 
       -      Install rain garden in West side yard.  
              1.3.10 
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Most of the property at the rear of the house is currently paved over with a badly 
deteriorating concrete slab.  All of this hardened surface area, plus all of the garage 
roof and much of the house roof,  drains to a low spot between the house and garage 
where a 4” surface drain exists.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
We propose to demolish the entire existing slab, replace the driveway with brick 
driveway tracks, and install turf in much of the previously paved area.  We will make 
slight changes in the grading to improve drainage at the garage door, and will 
entirely rebuild the drain to handle larger amounts of water 
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The slab has settled almost 3” below it’s original position here at the front corner of  
the garage.  Our re-grading will bring this back to it’s intended level.  
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We propose to add a 10’ x 16’ brick patio along the rear wall, underneath the 
window at the Southeast corner and including the area where the existing walk 
extends beyond the house corner.  The existing non-historic brick walk seen in these 
photos is to be rebuilt with brick matching that of the new patio.   The replacement 
walk within the root zone of the tree is to be built on the existing paving base, with 
no excavation to be made in the construction. 
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The patio will include two wooden trellis structures to provide shade from the fully 
sunny South exposure.  Flowering vines are to be grown on these structures. 
 

 

 
We propose a wooden pergola to be attached to the garage wall over the door.  The 
pergola is to be 14’ wide and will extend 9’ beyond the garage wall.  The pergola and 
the patio trellises will share the same styling.  The structures are to be stained 
glossy black to match the shutters and fencing on the property. 
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PRECEDENT FOR SIMILAR STRUCTURES IN THE DISTRICTS 
 

 

 
 

The proposed patio trellis is comparable to this at 512 N. East Street. 
 
 
 

 
 

The proposed pergola is comparable to this one at 709 McCulloch St. 
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The fence section along the driveway to the house corner is to be removed.  A new 
metal driveway gate will join the existing metal fence along the Bloodworth Street 

sidewalk, and a new metal fence 36 “ high will extend from the South gatepost 
along the retaining wall to the garage.  New fencing and gate will match styling and 

finish of existing fence. 

The existing fence is 50” high at the South gatepost. 
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The existing small 63” x 57” deck joining the enclosed back porch to the garage is to 
be enlarged by 18.3 SF, adding 42” to the west side and giving a new finished size of  
63” x 99”.  This extends the deck to within a few inches from the west property 
boundary fence seen in this photo with the garage wall. 
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The existing short secondary walks at the front entrance are to be rebuilt in a 
slightly different position, and extended to the front corners of the house.  The 
bricks salvaged from the back walk will be used for the extended walks proposed for 
the front yard. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
New plantings of low growing flowering perennials are proposed for the narrow 
area between the wing walks and the fence. 
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The 6’ wide holly hedge at the porch is to be replaced with turf and a narrow 
planting bed at the foundation..  Foundation plantings here and along the front wall 
are replaced with a more diverse planting of small shrubs and perennials. 
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A long narrow rain garden is proposed along the West boundary fence.  The area is 
to be planted with low groundcover material, with a step stone walkway extending 
to the HVAC units. 
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