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APPLICANT:
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Install fencing and gates;
install porch decking



 
175-17-CA Staff Report   1 
 

APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 

 

175-17-CA 420 S BLOODWORTH STREET 

Applicant: NICOLE ALVAREZ AND MATT TOMASULO 

Received: 11/9/2017 Meeting Date(s): 

Submission date + 90 days:  2/7/2018 1) 12/28/2017 2)  3)  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 

 

Historic District: PRINCE HALL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Zoning: HOD-G 

Nature of Project: Install fencing and gates; install porch decking 

Staff Notes: 

• The applicants have received approval for multiple COA applications for this property: 

o 059-16-CA: Place 2-story historic house onto vacant lot with new rear addition 

and porch/deck; construct new roof; construct new front porch floor and 

columns; construct new foundation; change exterior colors; reconstruct 

chimneys; install gutters; construct new front walk; construct front yard retaining 

wall; install painted wood siding rain screen on addition. 

o 169-16-MW: Renew COA 059-16-CA. 

o 013-17-MW: Revised scope to prepare house for previously approved house 

move. Preparing new site with tree pruning. 

o 060-17-MW: Changes to previously approved COA 059-16-CA: alter site wall to 

include access ramp; add new egress window and door; construct rear yard 

shed; plant two trees. 

o 122-17-MW: Changes to previous COA 059-16-CA; adjust deck to add patio; 

adjust window spacing on non-historic facades; adjust rear balcony. 

o 161-17-MW: Changes to previous COAs 059-16-CA and 169-16-MW; adjust 

retaining wall material from brick to parged CMU; lower retaining wall height; 

adjust windows from casement to double hung; adjust kitchen window to be 

shorter; add rear skylights; remove planter from rear. 

• COAs mentioned are available for review. 

 

 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 

Sections Topic Description of Work 

1.4 Fences and Walls Install fencing and gates 

   

2.8 Entrances, Porches and Balconies Install porch decking 
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STAFF REPORT 

 

Based on the information contained in the amended application and staff’s evaluation: 

 

A. Installing fencing and gates is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines 1.4.8, 

1.4.10 and 1.4.11; however, installing metal fencing and a gate over 42” in height in the front 

yard may be incongruous according to Guidelines 1.4.11, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The applicants propose installing a 6’ wood privacy fence along the rear property line and 

portions of the side property lines, as well as several gates.  Photos of an example fence and 

gate at 416 E Edenton St in Oakwood were provided. 

2* The applicants also propose installing a 3’ metal fence on top of a retaining wall on a portion 

of the south property line and a 5’-6” metal entry gate running parallel with the sidewalk 

and set between the sidewalk and the front edge of the front porch. 

3* Examples of taller metal fencing in the front yard were provided by the applicants in the 

Prince Hall HOD at 125 E South St (the Rogers-Bagley-Daniels-Pegues House) and 121 E 

South St, as well as in the Oakwood HOD at 414 N Bloodworth St, 547 E Jones St, 401 Polk 

St and 416 E Edenton St. 

4* The top of the proposed entry gate will be at the same height as the 3’ tall fence sitting atop 

the retaining wall, the heights of which are lower than the front porch floor. 

5* The front porch floor of the subject house is at the same height as the porch floors of the 

other houses on the block. 

6* The installation of the retaining wall was approved under the previously issued COAs    

060-17-MW and 161-17-MW. 

7* A tree protection plan for the large tree in the northwest corner of the lot was included in 

the application. 

 

B. Installing porch decking is not incongruous in concept according to Guideline 2.8.5; however, 

installing porch decking that runs parallel to the front wall may be incongruous according 

to Guideline 2.8.5, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The house was moved to its current location from outside the historic district.  The porch is 

a reconstruction and no historic fabric is being replaced.   
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2* The applicants propose installing new porch decking running parallel to the front wall of 

the house, an atypical detail in the historic district. 

3* The applicants were informed during conditions review for COA 059-16-CA that staff could 

not approve the parallel orientation of the porch decking. 

4* Examples of porch decking running parallel to the front wall were provided by the 

applicant in the Prince Hall HOD at 219 E Cabarrus St and 521 S Person St.  Neither of these 

properties received a COA for the decking installation, so the work was either done prior to 

the formation of Prince Hall or done without a COA. 

 

Staff offers no suggested decision on the porch decking. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the remainder of the application. 
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Site Plan
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SITE PLAN
Scale: 3/32" = 1'-0"1

NEW 5’-6” METAL ENTRY
GATE. SET BACK FROM

SIDEWALK.

0 10 20 30 FT

NEW 3’-0” METAL FENCE (STANDARD
BLACK FINISH) ON TOP OF RETAINING

WALL, TYPICAL.

NEW 6’-0” TALL STAINED
WOOD GATE, TYPICAL

NEW 6’-0” TALL STAINED
WOOD FENCE, TYPICAL

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED FRONT PORCH 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION - SEE A9 FOR 
PROPOSED DECKING DETAILS.

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED
RELOCATED HOUSE
CURRENTLY BEING

RENOVATED

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED
ADDITION CURRENTLY

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED RETAINING WALL CURRENTLY UNDER
CONSTRUCTION, TYPICAL. RETAINING WALL VARIES FROM 30”

TALL (AT EAST END - SIDEWALK) TO 4” TALL (AT WEST END).

PREVIOUSLY
APPROVED

SHED PREVIOUSLY APPROVED
SITE PATHS, TYPICAL.

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED
PATIOS/DECKS, TYPICAL

NEW 6’-0” TALL STAINED
WOOD FENCE, TYPICAL

TREE PROTECTION NOTES FOR FENCE INSTALLATION:
POST HOLES TO BE MANUALLY DUG IN THE CRITICAL ROOT ZONE AND 
ALL ROOTS LARGER THAN 1" DIAMETER TO BE CUT WITH A PROPER 
TOOL SUCH AS AN AXE, SAW, OR LOPPERS. GC TO DISCUSS WITH 
OWNER-HIRED ARBORIST PRIOR TO FENCE INSTALL. 

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 36” TALL
RETAINING WALLS AND PATHS/STEPS.

GENERAL NOTE: 
CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS FOR APPROVED COA: 059-16-CA
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5'-6" Metal Entry Gate
Scale: 1/2" = 1'-0"3

2'-
6"
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3'-
0"

5’-6” TALL MAX METAL ENTRY 
GATE TO SIDE YARD. 
STANDARD BLACK FINISH. 
ONLY 3’-0” ABOVE GRADE. 
RETAINING WALLS ON 
EITHER SIDE.

ALREADY-APPROVED 
RETAINING WALLS 
CURRENTLY UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION TO CREATE 
ACCESSIBLE ENTRY PATH TO 
REAR ENTRY. 

3’-0” METAL FENCE ONTOP OF 
RETAINING WALLS PER CODE 
DUE TO GRADE DIFFERENCE.

GENERAL NOTE: 
CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS FOR APPROVED COA: 059-16-CA

Front (East) Elevation
Scale: 1/8" = 1'-0"4

ALL WORK ON HOUSE 
ALREADY-APPROVED

ALREADY-APPROVED 
RETAINING WALLS
METAL GATE CONNECTS FENCES. 
SET BACK FROM SIDEWALK.

METAL FENCE ON TOP OF 
RETAINING WALLS

GRADE 3’-0” HIGHER TO 
EITHER SIDE OF GATE

6’-0” STAINED WOOD FENCE
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Fence and Gate Details
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GENERAL NOTE: 
CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS FOR APPROVED COA: 059-16-CA

South Retaining Wal/Fence - Looking South
Scale: 3/32" = 1'-0"1

NEIGHBOR:
422 S BLOODWORTH ST.

36” METAL FENCE ON TOP OF
RETAINING WALL

ALREADY-APPROVED 
RETAINING WALL CURRENTLY 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION

METAL GATE

NATURAL GRADE ON SOUTH
SIDE OF RETAINING WALL
(422 S BLOODWORTH ST,

BEHIND WALL)

ALREADY-APPROVED 
RAMPING PATH TO REAR

6’-0” WOOD FENCE

South Retaining Wall/Fence - Looking North
Scale: 3/32" = 1'-0"2

APPLICANT: 420 S 
BLOODWORTH ST. ALL WORK 
TO HOUSE ALREADY 
APPROVED.
36” METAL FENCE ON TOP OF 
RETAINING WALL
ALREADY-APPROVED 
RETAINING WALL CURRENTLY 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION

LOCATION OF METAL GATE

NATURAL GRADE ON SOUTH 
SIDE OF RETAINING WALL 
(422 S BLOODWORTH ST)

RAMPING PATH TO REAR 
(BEHIND WALL)

ALREADY-APPROVED SHED 
TO BE CONSTRUCTED

6’-0” WOOD FENCE

GENERAL NOTE: SEE FENCE/GATE DETAILS ON SHEET A4
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Details
Fence and Gate Examples
Wood

Gorham House
420 S. Bloodworth St.
Raleigh, NC 27601

PROJECT

PROJECT DATA

DATE:

PRINTING:
PROJECT NO:
FILENAME:
CHECKED:
DRAWN:

SHEET DATA

SHEET NO.

CONSULTANTS

Nicole Alvarez
Architectural Designer +
Project Contact

215 Haywood St
Raleigh, NC 27601

919.539.8633
nicole.n.alvarez@gmail.com

WOOD FENCE EXAMPLE
416 E Edenton Street  .

WOOD GATE EXAMPLE
416 E Edenton Street  .

GENERAL NOTE: 
CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS FOR APPROVED COA: 059-16-CA

WOOD STAIN SELECTION:
SHERWIN WILLIAMS

SW3542 CHARWOOD
324 East Davie Street  .
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Details
Metal Fence/Gate Examples
Prince Hall Historic District

Gorham House
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GENERAL NOTE: 
CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS FOR APPROVED COA: 059-16-CA

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
3'-3" WALL + 6'-2" FENCE/GATE

125 E South Street  .

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
2'-6" WALL + 6'-9" FENCE/GATE

121 E South Street  .

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
3'-3" WALL + 6'-2" FENCE/GATE

125 E South Street  .

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
2'-6" WALL + 6'-9" FENCE/GATE

121 E South Street  .
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Details
Metal Fence/Gate Examples
Oakwood Historic District

Gorham House
420 S. Bloodworth St.
Raleigh, NC 27601
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GENERAL NOTE: 
CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS FOR APPROVED COA: 059-16-CA

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
2'-0" WALL + 5'-0" FENCE

416 E Edenton Street  .

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
4'-6" WALL + 3'-6" FENCE/GATE

547 E Jones Street  .

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
5'-1" GATE

401 Polk Street  .

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
5'-6" FENCE/GATE

414 N Bloodworth Street  .

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
6'-4" FENCE/GATE

414 N Bloodworth Street  .

METAL FENCE/GATE EXAMPLE
6'-10" GATE

401 Polk Street  .
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Porch+Railing Details
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Porch Detail
Scale: 3/4" = 1'-0"2

TPO WATERPROOFING

1X12 PT FASCIA, CONCEAL FRAMING. FURR OUT 
WITH 1X TO ALLOW DRAINAGE BEHIND FASCIA. 

TAPERED 2X SLEEPERS RUNNING PERPENDICULAR 
TO FACADE FOR PROPER DRAINAGE

PAINTED TONGUE-AND-GROOVE WOOD DECKING 
RUNNING PARALLEL TO FACADE

DETAILS PROPOSED FOR PROPER DRAINAGE OVER CONDITIONED BASEMENT

INSTALLED DURING PHASE 1:

TAPERED 2X STRUCTURAL FRAMING
RUNNING PERPENDICULAR TO FACADE

FRONT PORCH

CONDITIONED BASEMENT

Partial Section
Scale: 1/8" = 1'-0"1

BASEMENT
 

1ST FLOOR
 

2ND FLOOR
 

SEE DETAIL 2/A6

GENERAL NOTE: 
CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS FOR APPROVED COA: 059-16-CA
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Porch Example
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Prince Hall Historic District has historic examples of porch decking running parallel to the front 
porch. See photos attached.

"Prince Hall Report" description of 219 East Cabarrus St:
Jones‐Mial House
C ca. 1917
One‐story Neoclassical Revival frame cottage with asbestos siding, an asphalt‐shingled 
pyramidal roof with a front gable with decorative wood‐shingle sheathing, 6/1 and 6/6 barred 
windows, a corbelled brick chimney, and a front porch with square wood columns. “Originally 
owned by Dr. George T. Jones, this house was sold to Rev. George A. Mial when Dr. Jones 
moved to 213 E. Cabarrus. Nina I. Mial, a black hairdresser owned the house in 1938.

Note: This house has a basement that use to store coal to warm the house. This is likely why 
a similar porch decking detail exists at this house since the structural members of the porch 
floor span the short dimension (perpendicular) and therefore the porch decking runs parallel to 
the facade.

"Prince Hall Report" description of 521 South Person St:
C early 20th century; ca. 1949
Two‐story, three‐bay Foursquare‐form house with weatherboard or fiber cement siding, an 
asphalt‐shingled hip roof with a hipped dormer, a one‐story front porch with replacement 
square wood posts, and replacement 6/6 windows. The house may have been moved to its 
site after 1949. The present occupant is the Shaw University Football Office.

219 East Cabarrus Street  .

521 South Person Street  .

GENERAL NOTE: 
CONSTRUCTION IN PROGRESS FOR APPROVED COA: 059-16-CA
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