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190-16-CA
519 FLORENCE 

STREET
BOYLAN HEIGHTS

HISTORIC DISTRICT 
(GENERAL)

APPLICANT: TRISH MEEKS

Nature of Project: 
Remove collapsed
stone retaining wall; 
construct new concrete 
block retaining wall.



Review of Retaining Wall at 519 Florence St 
Information submitted by Trish Meeks 

Distinguishing Factors: 

1. This wall is below the property street grade, unlike any other wall found in 
the neighborhood. 

2. Due to the extreme slope of Florence St and the Rocky Branch creek, the 
retaining wall is required to maintain the integrity of the house structure. 

3. Throughout most of the Boylan Heights neighborhood the Rocky Branch 
creek is piped (see attached map), but adjacent to the subject property the 
creek is daylighted. The open creek heightens the grade/elevation drop 
and extreme elevation change. If the creek were piped and channeled 
here, a smaller wall and sloped grading would be sufficient.  

4. The prior wall was built without footings, had a 25% bulge, and was not 
visible due to being completely covered with ground cover (English Ivy). 

5. An inventory of retaining walls in the Boylan Heights neighborhood was 
conducted. As a result of this count, it was determined that the 
predominant wall type is cinder block wall, 18 properties, stone wall, 11 
properties and flat concrete and block concrete stone are found on a total 
16 properties; the remaining walls are brick: 6, brick and stone: 3, wood: 5. 
Many walls were covered with groundcover, making this a predominant 
feature. Clearly, while stone is can be considered desirable, it is not the 
predominant wall type in the Boylan Heights Historic District.  

Remedies: 

1. Applicant is willing to replant an appropriate groundcover, as determined 
by staff, so that the current below grade wall is not visible. 

2. Applicant agrees that the gravel installed in the yard alongside the wall is 
incongruous and applicant agrees to remove it.  

3. Applicant will restore a planted area as depicted in accompanying 
drawing. 

4. A 10” masonry cap of genuine fieldstone will be created at ground level 
will be created on top of the retaining wall. This will cover the grade level 
top of the wall and making the grade level portion of the wall consistent 
with historical aspirations. 
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