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DHHS Phase 1 Campus 
ASR-0048-2021 

Administrative Alternative Application Addendum 
 

 

Summary of Request: Applicant seeks relief from the blank wall area requirements of 
UDO Section 1.5.10 and Section 3.2.5.F.3, which limit blank wall area to 30’ in the 
proposed CX district for the general building type, to allow for a larger blank wall located 
on a portion of the northern elevation of the new North Carolina Department of Health 
and Human Services (DHHS) office building. 
 
I.  Project Address 
 
PIN: 0784695116; 3905 Reedy Creek Rd., Raleigh, NC 27607 
 
II.  Administrative Alternate Findings 
 
The Planning Director may in accordance with Sec. 10.2.17., approve additional 
blank wall, subject to all of the following findings: 
 

1. The approved alternate meets the intent of the blank wall area regulations; 
 

Response: The blank wall area regulations are intended to prevent large, monotonous 
expanses of undifferentiated building mass. The proposed facade meets the intent of this 
regulation by providing design elements to break up the space. This includes an 
architectural reveal pattern on the façade that carries through the detailing and patterning 
found around the remainder of the DHHS Campus in site walls and building components. 
The proposed facade is also set back approximately 30’ from the primary façade for the 
office plinth, which is much larger and will be the main focal point on the north facade. 
 

2. The approved alternate conforms with the Comprehensive Plan and 
Adopted City plans; 
 

Response: The alternate conforms with the 2030 Comprehensive Plan, in light of the 
following policies: 
 
Policy LU 2.1 – Placemaking. Granting this administrative alternate will allow the State to 
create a visually attractive space for the new DHHS campus, with a distinctive identity. 
The proposed façade incorporates architectural reveal patterns that carry through the 
remainder of the DHHS campus, creating a cohesive and functional space and wholistic 
approach.  This also supports the intent of Policy LU 7.4 – Scale and Design of New 
Commercial Uses.   
 
This request is also consistent with Policy UD 1.2 – Architectural Features, because the 
proposed façade incorporates architectural elements that meet the intent of the blank wall 
area regulations, including an architectural reveal pattern on the façade that carries the 
detailing and patterning found around the remainder of the DHHS Campus. For the same 
reasons, the request furthers Policy UD 1.3 – Creating Attractive Facades, Policy UD 2.1 
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– Building Orientation, Policy UD 5.1 – Contextual Design, and Policy UD 5.4 – 
Neighborhood Character and Identity. 
 

3. The amount of blank wall area is offset by multiple design elements, 
intended to break up and avoid large blank wall facades; and 
 

Response: The proposed facade provides multiple design elements intended to break 
up and avoid large blank wall facades, including: 
 

a. Additional vertical trees and landscaping along Reedy Creek Road in front 
of the subject façade; 

b. A planter wall/retaining wall along the subject façade, which is 4’-6’ above 
grade and sits 26’ in front of the façade, helping to create layering and 
depth; 

c. Signage for the “Department of Health and Human Services” that adds 
interest and breaks up the façade at street level; and 

d. An architectural reveal pattern on the façade that carries through the 
detailing and patterning found around the remainder of the DHHS Campus 
in site walls and building components. 
 

In addition, the subject façade is set back approximately 30’ from the primary façade for 
the office plinth, to draw ones eye to the primary façade and allowing the subject façade 
to take a back seat. Finally, the proposed façade is designed to be elegant and visually 
attractive while playing a secondary role to the main office plinth façade beside it. 
 

4. The amount of blank wall area for buildings located on an Urban Frontage 
should not be more than 40%. 
 

Response: N/A. 
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