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Owner

City of Raleigh Parks, Recrea! on + Cultural Resources

Raleigh Municipal Building, 6th Floor

222 W. Harge" , Street, Suite 608

Raleigh, NC 27601

Primary Contact: 

Dale Tiska, Engineering Supervisor

dale.! ska@raleighnc.gov

919.996.3541

Public Engagement Contact: 

Lauren Reid, Capital Projects Supervisor

lauren.reid@raleighnc.gov

919.996.4797

Architect 

Clark Nexsen - NC, Inc.

421 N. Harrington Street, Suite 600

Raleigh, NC 27603

Primary Contact: 

Jennifer Heintz, AIA, LEED AP

jennifer.heintz@clarknexsen.com

919.828.1876

KEI Architects

210 E Trade Street, Ste C440

Charlo" e NC, 28202

Site/Civil

McAdams

621 Hillsborough, Street, Suite 500

Raleigh, NC 27603

Primary Contact: 

Jason Galloway

galloway@mcadamsco.com

919.361.5000

Structural Engineer

Lynch Mykins/IMEG

301 N West Street, Suite 105

Raleigh, NC 27603

MEP Engineer

Salas O’Brien

702 Oberlin Road, Suite 300

Raleigh, NC 27605

Building Envelope Consultant

Raymond Engineering

316 W Millbrook Road, Suite 201

Raleigh, NC 27609

Acous! cs, AV, and Technology Services

NV5 Engineers and Consultants

3300 Regency Parkway, Suite 100

Cary, NC 27518

Aqua! c Engineering

Shultz Engineering Group

212 N McDowell Street, Suite 204

Charlo" e, NC 28204

Public Art

Dare Coulter

Raleigh, NC
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Agriculture Building (renamed Pioneers Building, 516 Method Road) from the State Archives of 
North Carolina

Agriculture Building (renamed Pioneers Building, 516 Method Road) date unknown, from the City 
of Raleigh Museum

Execu� ve Summary (Public/Plain Language)

The Method Community Park Improvements project will breathe 
new life into one of Raleigh’s most historically signifi cant community 
parks.

Highlights include: 
The careful interior renova� on and exterior restora� on of two 
historic landmarks:  the Berry O’Kelly/Harveleigh White Community 
Center and the Pioneers Building; a new, modest Amenity Building 
including outdoor restrooms and pump house in support of the new 
splash pad; a new central plaza with splash pad and playground 
connec� ng exis� ng athle� c courts and fi elds, picnic shelter, and 
gathering spaces; public art by local ar� sts celebra� ng Method’s 
cultural heritage; and enhanced accessibility and safety including 
new pathways, parking, ligh� ng, EV charging, and storm water 
drainage.

The design team worked closely with City of Raleigh staff  and the 
local community to ensure these updates honor the site’s historic 
character while mee� ng today’s needs—making Method Community 
Park a welcoming, inclusive space for genera� ons to come.

Formal COA Narra� ve

Project Overview

Method Community Park sits within the Berry O’Kelly Historic 
District, na� onally recognized for its legacy as one of North 
Carolina’s earliest freedmen’s communi� es. The site’s historic core 
includes:  the Berry O’Kelly/Harveleigh White Community Center 
(~11,000+ SF) and the Pioneers Building (~3,700+ SF) and the Saint 
James African Methodist Episcopal Church, which is not part of the 
park.

This project balances preserva� on, moderniza� on, and new 
ameni� es to maintain the park’s role as a cultural and community 
hub. 

Preserva� on & Design Philosophy
 • Guided by the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
            Rehabilita� on¹.
 • Historic materials retained and repaired; deteriorated features 
            replaced in-kind.
 • New elements clearly contemporary, scaled and located to 
            remain subordinate.
 • Sustainable choices (e.g., light gray roofi ng) integrated 
            respec# ully.
 • Community engagement informed every stage of design.

   ¹ Secretary’s Standards – NPS
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Bus Loop and Gynamsium (renamed O’Kelly/White Community Center, 514 Method Road) ca 
1962

Detailed Scope of Work - Minor Works

Berry O’Kelly/Harveleigh White Community Center (514 Method 
Road): 
 • Infi ll overhead coiling door and south wall louver with brick/
            block matching adjacent materials. 
 • Brick masonry tuckpoin" ng and repairs. 

 • Refurbishment of planter at entrance: steel column, knee wall, 

            storefront. 

 • New membrane roofi ng; in-kind gu# ers/downspouts with 

            guards.

 • Refurbishment and replacement in-kind of exterior doors and 

            transoms.

• Refurbishment of exis" ng remaining original windows;    

      clerestory windows rendered inoperable. 

 • Reloca" on of landmark designa" on plaques to coordinate 

            with public art. 

 • New egress ligh" ng & building numbers.

Pioneers Building (516 Method Road): 
 • New membrane roofi ng including new in-kind parapet coping; 

            in-kind gu# ers/downspouts. 

 • Replacement in-kind of entrance canopy asphalt shingle 

            roofi ng. 

 • Replacement in-kind of HVAC equipment. 

 • Removal/reinstalla" on of lintels at current and former 

            fenestra" on; new interior details to maintain original 

            openings at infi ll loca" ons.

 • In-kind replacement of wood windows. 

 • Refurbishment of exis" ng entrance door and frame.

 • Brick masonry tuckpoin" ng and repairs.

 • New egress ligh" ng & building numbers.

Site: 
 • Reloca" on of Berry O’Kelly Obelisk monument to a more 

            prominent loca" on.

    

Site-Wide Improvements & Materials (For Reference Only):
 • ADA pathways, ramps, and crossings.

 • EV charging, updated ligh" ng, drainage upgrades.

 • Art and landscape elements integrated though$ ully.

Footnotes / References

1. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards – NPS

2. Berry O’Kelly Historic District Nomina" on – NRHP

3. RHDC COA Guidelines – RHDC

Conclusion

We respec$ ully request staff  and RHDC approval for: 

 • Sensi" ve historic renova" ons and repairs as noted above 

            (Minor Works) 

Our approach to the improvements at Method Community Park 

preserves the historic character and future viability of the landmark 

buildings; enhances overall site accessibility; promotes sustainability 

of the en" re site; and keeps Method Community Park a beloved 

cultural heart of the historic and modern Method Community 

through the new ameni" es and improvements.

Prepared for submission by the project design team in partnership 

with the City of Raleigh and Method community stakeholders.
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CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS

01 Pioneers Building (aka agriculture building, 516 Method Road); 1926, 
      1949-50 addi� on

02 O’Kelly/White Community Center (aka gymnasium, 514 Method Road); 
       ca 1959

03 Saint James African Methodist Episcopal Church; ca 1923

CONTRIBUTING SITE

04 Athle� c/Agriculture Field; ca 1928

05 Basketball Courts; ca 1959 

NON-CONTRIBUTING WITHIN HISTORIC DISTRICT

06 Baseball Diamond; ca 1982

07 Berry O’Kelly Monument; ca 1986 granite obelisk to be relocated 

08 Picnic Shelter; ca 2003

09 Exis� ng Playground, ca 2012 to be relocated

10  Exis� ng Pickleball Courts, ca 2012

DESIGN PROPOSAL
2025

WITHIN HISTORIC DISTRICT

01 Pioneers Building (aka agriculture building, 516 Method Road), 
       renova� on

02 O’Kelly/White Community Center (aka gymnasium, 514 Method 
       Road), renova� on

11 Amenity Building (522 Method Road), new construc� on

12 Splash Pad Plaza, new construc� on

13  Relocated Berry O’Kelly Monument

14 Relocated Playground, new construc� on

LANDMARK ORDINANCE
AND REPORT
1982/2017
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CONTRIBUTING BUILDINGS

01 Pioneers Building (aka agriculture building, 516 Method Road); 1926, 
      1949-50 addi! on

02 O’Kelly/White Community Center (aka gymnasium, 514 Method Road); 
       ca 1959

03 Saint James African Methodist Episcopal Church; ca 1923

CONTRIBUTING SITE

04 Athle! c/Agriculture Field; ca 1928

05 Basketball Courts; ca 1959 

NON-CONTRIBUTING WITHIN HISTORIC DISTRICT

06 Baseball Diamond; ca 1982

07 Berry O’Kelly Monument; ca 1986 granite obelisk to be relocated 

08 Picnic Shelter; ca 2003

09 Exis! ng Playground, ca 2012 to be relocated

10  Exis! ng Pickleball Courts, ca 2012

DESIGN PROPOSAL
2025

WITHIN HISTORIC DISTRICT

01 Pioneers Building (aka agriculture building, 516 Method Road), 
       renova! on

02 O’Kelly/White Community Center (aka gymnasium, 514 Method 
       Road), renova! on

11 Amenity Building (522 Method Road), new construc! on

12 Splash Pad Plaza, new construc! on

13  Relocated Berry O’Kelly Monument

14 Relocated Playground, new construc! on
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Figure 2

A. SECURITY CAMERAS

Owner requested an addit ional  security camera 
to capture the main vehicular entrance to the 
s ite.  Exist ing cameras are a lready mounted to 
the bui lding as shown in Figure 1.  This  camera 
is  to be replaced in kind.  A s imi lar det ia l  wi l l 
be used to provide the camera in the new 
locat ion as shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 1
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A. HVAC REPLACEMENT

With the HVAC upgrades in this  buiding, 
new code reuqirements must be met.  To 
achieve compl iance,  a  new exhaust hood 
must be added to the roof.  This  fan has 
been located to be more towards the 
cetner of the roof such that the exist ing 
parapets might shield i t  from views from 
the ground. 
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Figure 2:  Location fo fan on exist ing roofFigure 1:  Dimension from northwest corner 
of roof parapet

Figure 3:  Location fo fan in section



B. HVAC REPLACEMENT AND AUGMENTATION

In-kind replacement of exter ior HVAC components proposed 
were included in a pr ior COA appl icat ion.  This  documentat ion 
seeks approval  for an addit ion of new unit  to serve the 
new IDF room. See Figure 1 for exist ing mechanical  yard 
and Figure 2 for proposed new equipment layout,  including 
equipment on exist ing wal l .  The addit ion of the new unit  can 
be achieved within the exist ing yard.  Fencing shown to be 
replaced in-kind as included in pr ior COA appl icat ion.

Figure 2

Figure 1
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Disconnects 
on wal l

VRF 1 + 2 
Replacing units

Mini-Spl i t 
Condensing Unit



CHURCH BUILDING 
510 Method Road 

 

 
 

  



COMMUNITY CENTER 
514 Method Road 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACCESSORY BUILDINGS LOCATION
522 Method Road 



 PIONEERS BUILDING 
                516 Method Road 
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