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528 E Jones St, Historic Oakwood 

Written Project Description 
Minor Work Certificate of Appropriateness Application 
528 E Jones St, Historic Oakwood 

This application covers modifications to the existing rear deck, which was added to the property 
circa 1990. The deck is located at the rear of the house and is not visible from the public right-
of-way. All proposed work is confined to the rear of the property on this non-historic deck 
addition. No changes are proposed to the historic structure itself. 

1. Deck Board Replacement
The existing deck boards are deteriorating and will be replaced in-kind with pressure-treated 
lumber. The deck footprint will remain substantially the same. 

2. Stair Modifications
The existing stairs on the driveway side of the deck will be removed, and the stairs on the 
opposite side will be narrowed. This simplifies access and does not change the overall deck 
footprint. 

3. Railing Replacement
The existing railings are deteriorating and will be replaced in-kind, matching the current style, 
profile, and material. 

4. Deck Finish Change
The deck is currently painted. We propose finishing the new deck boards with Cabot Solid Color 
Acrylic Stain + Sealer in “Bark” or a similar dark walnut tone. This is an opaque stain, not paint, 
consistent with the recommendation in Section 3.1 of the Design Guidelines that opaque stains 
are appropriate finishes for decks. The proposed color is compatible with the historic structure’s 
exterior palette (blue-gray siding, white trim). The deck was constructed circa 1990 and is not a 
historic feature of the property. 

5. Privacy Screen
A wood privacy screen/fence will be constructed on the neighbor-facing side of the deck to 
provide screening from the adjacent property. The screen will be constructed of wood to match 
the deck material and finished to match the deck stain. Height will be approximately 6 feet. Per 
Section 1.8 of the Design Guidelines (fences should be constructed of materials compatible with 
the historic character of the district) wood is the preferred material.  

6. Freestanding Sauna Unit
A prefabricated, modular outdoor sauna (Redwood Outdoors Summit 6-Person) will be placed 
on the deck surface. The unit measures approximately 69.5” L × 82” W × 82.75” H 
(approximately 5’10” × 6’10” × 6’11”) and weighs approximately 1,100 lbs. It is constructed of 
heat-treated hemlock. This is a freestanding, non-permanent unit — it is not custom-built, does 
not require a permanent foundation, and is not attached to the historic structure. It will be 
screened from the adjacent neighbor’s view by the privacy screen described above and is not 
visible from the public right-of-way. Manufacturer specifications are attached. 

7. Outdoor Shower

Privacy screen will be freestanding unit, not permanently attached
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A simple outdoor showerhead will be mounted on the deck, with plumbing running to a drain. No 
enclosure is proposed. The shower will be located at the rear of the property, behind the privacy 
fence, and will not be visible from the street. 

Summary 
All proposed work is confined to the rear of the property on a non-historic, circa-1990 deck 
addition. No changes are proposed to the historic structure itself. Materials are wood and are 
compatible with the character of the district. The project does not alter the building footprint or 
any street-facing elevation. 
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Front of 528 E Jones from the street, north-facing 
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North-east corner, facing west (528 E Jones) 
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North-west corner, facing west (528 E Jones) 
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East-facing side of the house (528 E Jones) 
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East-facing side of the house (528 E Jones) 
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South-facing side of the house. Current deck has exceptionally wide stairs, which we’d like to 
narrow. The structure on the right is a temporary screened porch the previous owners installed 
— we plan to remove it. The sauna will be located on the deck, on right side (east side). (528 E 
Jones) 
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East-facing side of the deck. We plan to remove these stairs. 
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East-facing side of the deck. We’re hoping to place the modular sauna and small outdoor 
shower on this side, with a privacy screen along the east side for privacy.  (528 E Jones) 
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View of our eastern neighbor’s house from the side of the porch. (Featuring our English bulldog, 
Cleo) (528 E Jones) 
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Peeling, damaged deck boards (528 E Jones) 
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Rotting railings (528 E Jones) 
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We’d prefer to use opaque stain (per the RHDC design recommendations) instead of paint. 
Cabot Solid Color Acrylic Stain + Sealer in "Bark" (528 E Jones)
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West-facing side of the house and small side yard (528 E Jones) 
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Back yard, south facing (528 E Jones) 
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Back yard, facing south-east corner  (528 E Jones) 
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Outdoor modular sauna: Redwood Outdoors Summit 6-Person










