






Pullen Wynn Aparts, 404 Elm Street 3-31-25

BACKGROUND 

 The house at 404 Elm Street is a two-story brick house covered in stucco that 
was built circa 1888 with a wrap-around porch added circa 1915 and a two-story lap 
board sided addition that was added in the 1950’s when the house was converted to 
four apartments. The current owner fully renovated the house in 2016-17 when it was 
converted to three apartments. A new back porch and exterior staircase to the backyard 
was added at that time. (See COA 028-16-CA, extended by COA 044-17-MW.) 

 On July 10, 2024, a house fire of unknown origin started on the back porch. This 
fire caused fire damage to the back porch railings, ceiling, and columns and to much of 
the wood siding, back door, and windows of the 1950’s addition. The main front door of 
the original historic house, the front door of an apartment off the front porch, and one of 
the upper windows in the original structure were damaged, but reparable, when the 
firemen broke through them to gain access. Some other glass window panes in the 
original house were cracked. Other than this superficial damage, the original structure 
has smoke and soot damage that can be cleaned and repaired. Currently, the house is 
uninhabitable and entry is barred. The purpose of this application is to return the house 
and its three apartments to its condition prior to the house fire.  

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WORK 

Section 2.1 Wood/page 39 
2.1.4, 2.1.5, 2.1.7, 2.1.10, 2.1.11 

Section 2.6 Exterior Walls/page 49 
2.6.1 through 2.6.11 

Section 2.8. Entrances, Porches, and Balconies/pages 54-55 
Note: The Design Guidelines cited above concern historic wood, exterior walls, and 
historic porches. This portion of the proposed project concerns nonhistoric wood and 
exterior walls added in the 1950’s and a nonhistoric back porch added in 2016-17. 

 The house fire necessitates the replacement of the exterior walls and wood 
siding on the back and sides of the 1950’s addition. The replacement siding will be 
cypress siding of the same dimension and texture as the siding that was burned. 
 The house fire necessitates the replacement of a portion of the wood porch 
columns, railings, ceiling, and a portion of the exterior stairs descending to the 
backyard. The replacement portions shall be of the same design, materials, and 
dimensions that were used when they were constructed in 2016-17 in accordance with 
the above cited COA.   

Section 2.7. Windows and Doors/pages 50-53 
Note: The Design Guidelines cited above concern historic windows and doors. This 
portion of the project concerns nonhistoric windows and doors. 
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Section 2.10 Sustainability and Energy Retrofit/pages 58-59 
    The house fire necessitates the replacement of all the windows and the back door in 
the back two-story addition that was added in the 1950’s. The windows were all wood 
double hung windows with a six over six configuration. Storm windows were added in 
2021. (See COA-0158-2021.)  
     This application seeks to make minor changes to the placement of these windows 
and the back door and to eliminate four windows to allow for improvements to the 
design of the interior in the nonhistoric addition. These minor changes do not alter the 
placement of load bearing walls. For example, the back door was off center and did not 
align with the center hallway of the original stucco house. This application seeks to align 
the new back door with the center hallway of the  original house by moving the new 
door 10” to the north.  
 The new windows are to be double glazed, all-wood clad windows. The windows 
are to be either two over two or six over six, depending upon cost when estimates are 
obtained as well as input from the Raleigh Historic Development Commission (RHDC) 
staff. The back door will be all wood with divided lights and an inoperable all-wood 
transom to match the historic transoms. The back door will be new unless the applicant 
is able to find a used double-glazed back door that is deemed appropriate by the RHDC 
staff. 

Section 2.7. Windows and Doors/pages 50-53 
2.7.1 through 2.7.5 
   This application seeks to repair the main front door of the original historic house, the 
front door of apartment 1 off the front porch, and one of the upper windows in the 
original structure to as close to the original condition of each as is practicable. In 
addition, all panes of glass in original windows that are found to be broken will be 
replaced.
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Fence Installation  
 
The fence will be a post-in-hole type. The fence should be woven through the trees. 
Holes for the posts should be hand dug or dug using an apparatus which minimizes 
disturbance to the roots. Prior to digging the holes for the post, remove all the duff to 
expose the soil. If there are large roots present, do not dig the hole, instead, shift the pole 
to the side of the root.  
 
All posts should be placed a minimum of 3” x the inches DBH away from each tree. For 
example, for the willow oak (46” DBH) the posts should be a minimum of 11.5’ or 138” 
away. For the locust (18”), the posts should be 4.5’ or 54” away. And so on. If this is 
done, and large roots are deliberately avoided, it is unlikely the digging of the posts will 
have a significant impact on the trees. 
 
All material laydown for the fence should be located outside of the tree protection 
fencing, beyond what is actively being used at the time. Any removal of vegetation 
should be done by hand. 
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There is currently a renovation happening at 404 Elm Street. This tree protection plan is 
for the installation of the fence surrounding the backyard of the property.  
 
Tree Survey and Protection Fencing 
The map below shows the tree survey with critical root zones and the recommended tree 
protection fencing. Within the tree protection fencing there should be no material lay 
down, construction traffic or wash out stations. 

 
  

Willow Oak- 46"

Hackberry- 20" DBH

Double stem mulberry, 8"
and 10"

Mullberry, poor health,
23"

Locust- 18"

Pecan- 16"

American Elm- 9"
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Hackberry, 24"
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11.81 ft

Tree protection fencing,
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