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Additions > 25% of building sq. footage 

New buildings 

Demolition of building or structure 

All other 
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as well as the property owner. 

Property Owner Name & Address Property Owner Name & Address 
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904 Dorothea Drive, Raleigh NC 

Prune Dead Trunk from Tree 
I would like to remove the dead trunk from a fur tree with 5 well developed healthy trunks.  The center trunk 
has completely died.  There have been no live branches on it for several years.  The surrounding trunks are in 
good health and the largest remaining trunk is almost as large.  The tree as a whole is thriving.  If I leave the 
dead tree as a snag I am afraid it will fall or drop branches onto the sidewalk, road, and power lines. 

I planted an Oak tree in the yard ~10 years ago to prepare for other trees dying. Replacement trees need to be 
planted long before mature trees are going to die or be removed. The oak is doing quite well. We also are 
growing two new Redbuds in the front yard near the fur tree. A more appropriate tree for the location. 

 

 

 

 

 



















Philip Bernard, LLC                                                                                                                                                                  
Landscape Design and Consultation                                                                                                                                                    

221 Glascock Street     Raleigh NC 27604                                                                                                                    

jpbernard@earthlink.net     919-247-8794 

 

April 9, 2025 

Joseph Huberman                                                                                                                                                                                 
904 Dorothea Drive                                                                                                                                                                                 
Raleigh, NC 27603 

Dear Mr. Huberman, 

Thank you for contacting me to evaluate the necessity for a major pruning of the mature Chinese 
Fir (Cunninghamia lanceolata) tree in your front yard adjacent to Dorthea Drive. 

As you indicated, the central leader and main trunk of the tree has died while leaving the healthy 
auxiliary or secondary trunks intact. As the central leader has died, it does pose a safety concern 
and should be removed. From an aesthetic view, pruning out the central leader should not greatly 
affect the appearance of the tree as long as the cut is not made too close to the current base. It is 
difficult to determine why the central leader died and the rest of the tree remains healthy, but this 
pruning should be done and should not affect the overall health of the tree. 

I agree with your plan to climb the central leader removing the branches on the way up, and then 
cut chunks on the way down so that there will be no damage to the rest of the tree by trying to fell 
it. Also, I think it is wise to leave about 8 ft standing and do not risk cutting into any live wood. That 
way, there won't be a possibility of damaging the base by trying to cut it low.  

As mentioned, I received my B.S. in Landscape Horticulture from Virginia Tech and have been in 
private practice as a residential landscape designer and consultant in Raleigh since 2008. 

Good luck with the pruning and I hope that the Chinese Fir continues to flourish as it is a fine 
specimen and one of the largest ones I’ve seen in the area. 

Sincerely, 

Philip Bernard, 

Philip Bernard, LLC 

                                                                                                                                                                                     

mailto:jpbernard@earthlink.net

	corscanner@raleighnc.gov_20250414_105535
	COA-0045-2025_application
	COA-904-Tree-Application

	corscanner@raleighnc.gov_20250414_105507
	COA-0045-2025_application
	COA-Tree-Pruning Description
	904 Dorothea Drive, Raleigh NC 
	Prune Dead Trunk from Tree 

	Arrow showing dead trunk
	Arrows House from across street
	Arrows on Fur Tree Whole
	Arrows with Redbuds in front yard
	Oak in the yard
	Property Map
	Tree cover
	Two largest trunks Arrows
	TreePrune904DD.pdf


	Applicant name: Joseph Huberman
	Mailing address: 904 Dorothea Drive
	City: Raleigh
	State: NC
	Zip code: 27603
	Date: 3/31/25
	Daytime phone: 919-630-1788
	Email address: Joseph@Treklite.com
	Applicant signature_es_:signature: 
	Transaction: 
	File: 
	Fee: 
	Amount paid: 
	Received date: 
	Received by: 
	Property street address: 904 Dorothea Drive
	Historic district: Boylan Heights
	Historic propertyLandmark name if applicable: NA
	Owner name: Joseph Huberman & Ruth Bromer
	Owner mailing address: 904 Dorothea Dr. Raleigh, NC 27603
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow1: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow1_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow2_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow3: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow3_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow4: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow4_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow5: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow5_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow6: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow6_2: 


