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Minor Works COA 66-2026 Part 1 - Description   May 14, 2026

Hubert & Marguerite Haywood House  
634 North Blount Street	 Raleigh, NC 27604

Owners: Thyra Rauch, Jimmy Thiem


Introduction

Information following based on observations by Jimmy Thiem, NC Landscape Architect 
Emeritus (Lic. #327, retired) on May 10, 2026.


Overview

Subject Tree is an American Linden or American Basswood (Tilia Americana).  Tree was 
present on the lot in 1990 when we, present owners, purchased and occupied the 
property.  The Subject Tree is located in the vicinity of the southwest corner of the lot in 
close proximity to two other American Lindens (see Part 2 - Photos sheet)


Observations

• Immediate ground area around tree - undisturbed, covered in leaf litter.

• Tree canopy - Branches are well leafed out with the exception for a few lower limbs 

which were bare — shaded out by upper branches.  This tree does not contribute to 
North Blount Street’s streetscape character (canopy).


• Trunk, part 1 - Beginning at the ground, the trunk (13” dbh) leans to the north at 
roughly a 60 degree angle (from ground) for the lower 20’+/- of the trunk.  It then 
begins to bend down and north over the next 8’ or so, until continuing toward the 
crown generally parallel to the ground.  Within this bend, the trunk divides into two 
branches.  The crown terminates over/into the top of a large Fortune’s Osmanthus 
(Osmanthus fortunei) just south of the house’s front porch.  No broken or “hanger” 
limbs were observed.


• Trunk, part 2 - At the base of the tree, south side, is a V-shaped split , approx 24”
height, which opens into a hollow space within the tree.  In addition, there are a 
number of smaller vertical splits around the base of the tree.


• There is a fourth American Linden approximately 45’ east of the Subject Tree.  This 
tree also existed onsite in 1990.  The tree now measures 22” dbh with a canopy 
averaging 40’ diameter.   The trunk of this tree has a single straight leader typical of 
the species.


Recommendations

• Based on the Subject Tree’s (1) condition of the trunk at its base, and (2) the 

substantial lean of the trunk, this tree needs to be removed.

• Proposed replacement tree: Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum), 3” caliper, located 28”+/- 

east of Subject Tree along south lot line.


________________________________________



Minor Works COA 66-2026 Part 2 - Photos   May 14, 2026

Hubert & Marguerite Haywood House  
634 North Blount Street	 Raleigh, NC 27604

Owners: Thyra Rauch, Jimmy Thiem


CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS Applicant: Jimmy Thiem 
MINOR WORKS APPLICATION PHOTOGRAPHS - May 2026  

Looking west to N. Blount St. (house to 
right).  Subject Tree, American Linden, 13.5” 
dbh, leaning to north.


Looking west to N. Blount St.  Subject Tree 
with other Lindens to left & behind, 7.5’ & 5’ 
respectively from Subject Tree.  

Detail of south side of Subject Tree showing 
cavity and split in trunk at base of tree.


Looking south to group of 3 Lindens.  
Subject Tree (center).  N. Blount St. to right.


	Applicant name: Jimmy Thiem
	Mailing address: 634 N Blount St
	City: Raleigh
	State: NC
	Zip code: 27604
	Date: 5/13/26
	Daytime phone: 
	Email address: 
	Applicant signature_es_:signature: Jimmy Thiem
	Transaction: 
	File: 
	Fee: 
	Amount paid: 
	Received date: 
	Received by: 
	Property street address: 634 N Blount St
	Historic district: Blount Street
	Historic propertyLandmark name if applicable: Hubert and Margurite Haywood House
	Owner name: Jimmy Thiem
	Owner mailing address: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow1: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow1_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow2_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow3: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow3_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow4: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow4_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow5: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow5_2: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow6: 
	Property Owner Name  AddressRow6_2: 


