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COA-0070-2019
301 POGUE STREET

RALEIGH LITTLE THEATRE/
AMPHITHEATER/
ROSE GARDEN

APPLICANT:
RALEIGH LITTLE THEATRE, INC.

Nature of Project: 
Install recesseds and 
surface-mounted lighting 
at entrance, seat wall and steps



 
COA-0070-2019 Staff Report  1 
 

APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
COA-0070-2019 301 POGUE STREET 
Applicant: RALEIGH LITTLE THEATRE, INC 
Received: 6/14/19 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  9/12/19 1) 7/25/19 2) 3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Raleigh Historic Landmark: Raleigh Little Theatre/Amphitheatre/Rose Garden 
Nature of Project: Install recessed and surface-mounted lighting at entrance, seat wall and steps 
Staff Notes: 

• The following COA applications have recently been approved: 
o COA-0069-2019 – Nature of work: Install bollard lighting along entrance 

pathways; replace lighting in amphitheatre; install up-lighting 
o COA-0061-2019 – Nature of work: Remove 2 trees; storm drainage installation; 

small landscape plan 
• According to the RHDC bylaws and rules of procedure, alteration/installation/removal 

of exterior light fixtures are considered minor work COA types of work which require 
staff review; however, if in staff’s judgment the change involves alterations that do not 
meet the guidelines staff will refer minor work projects to the COA Committee for 
review. 

• COAs mentioned are available for review. 

 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 

Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.4 Fences and Walls Install recessed and surface-mounted lighting at 

entrance, seat wall and steps 
1.7 Lighting Install recessed and surface-mounted lighting at 

entrance, seat wall and steps 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 
 
A. Installing lighting at the entrance, seat wall and steps is not incongruous according to 

Guidelines 1.4.1, 1.7.5; however, installing recessed lighting in the historic site walls and 
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columns is incongruous according to Guidelines 1.4.2, 1.7.4, 1.7.9, and the following 

suggested facts: 

1* From the landmark report: “The Little Theatre/Amphitheatre/Rose Garden complex is 

arguably the city’s best planned, best integrated and best preserved park space.” 

2* Also, according to the landmark report, low, random ashlar stone walls with concrete 

copings are found across the site, including as seats and surrounding walls of the 

amphitheatre, around the plaza in front of the theatre, and flanking the pedestrian entrance 

walkway and stairs leading from the east side of Pogue St to the amphitheatre, the location 

of the proposed lighting installations.  The random ashlar walls were primarily constructed 

in 1939 by Works Progress Administration (WPA) masons, a common element of WPA 

public projects across the country. 

3* From the Things to Consider as You Plan section of guidelines 1.7 Lighting: “Contemporary 

fixtures that are inconspicuous or that complement the style and the building's character 

may be selected for historic buildings. Simple, discreet styles and materials are usually 

successful. If more illumination is desired than the original fixture provides, unobtrusively 

located contemporary recessed lights may be appropriate... Adequate lighting can be 

introduced through pedestrian-scaled light posts, recessed lights, footlights, or directional 

lights mounted in unobtrusive locations.” 

4* The application proposes installation of lighting in three locations; the 45” tall entry 

columns, the 26” seat wall across from the donor bricks, and the steps down to the 

amphitheatre. 

5* On the historic entry columns and seat wall the proposed light fixtures would require 

drilling holes measuring approximately 3” in diameter by 6” in depth in which to recess the 

new light fixtures. 

6* On the seat wall across from the donor bricks the proposed light fixtures would require 

drilling holes measuring approximately 2-5/8”in diameter by 6” in depth in which to recess 

the new light fixtures. 

7* On the steps, three surface-mounted fixtures are proposed to be installed approximately 36” 

above ground.   
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8* Each fixture type will involve drilling ½” diameter holes through the depth of the masonry 

element so that face mounted tubing, typical of lighting installations, could carry the 

electrical wiring below ground. 

9* The contemporary fixtures proposed are inconspicuous in the modernist setting, and are 

compatible in design, material, size, color, finish, and scale. is   

10* According to the application “there is not an effective alternative to drilling into the existing 

walls that would allow illumination of the pathways.” Evidence to support this statement 

was not provided. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee deny the installation of recessed lighting requiring core 

drilling in the historic site walls.  Staff suggests that the committee approve the installation of 

the surface-mounted lighting on the steps. 

 

 

Staff Contact: Melissa Robb, melissa.robb@raleighnc.gov 
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