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The project proposed at 523 N Bloodworth Street is a landscape improvements project that aims to build on 
existing site features to enhance the functionality, safety, and aesthetic appeal of the overall property.

Backyard Scope
Within the fenced-in backyard of the property, we are proposing to replace two existing sets of wooden 
timber stairs, a portion of an existing timber retaining wall, adding sections of brick hardscaping, and railings 
for the accessory dwelling unit (ADU) porch and stair. The existing path connection between the back deck 
and ADU is composed of gravel and mulch. The proposed brick pathway, composed of full range pinehall 
brick pavers, will act as a direct connection between the ADU and existing primary house deck. It will allow 
the owner to add a singular set of stairs from the ADU porch to the proposed brick pathway, who’s elevation 
meets the existing deck’s elevation. The current pathway exists in sections, the first runs from the deck 
to the retaining wall and then steps up 12”, without steps, and runs from the top of the wall to the ADU. 
Without a proper set of stairs or railings to connect the spaces, there is a saftey concern, as well as a lack of 
connection and fluidity within the space. Currently, there is no route to the interior of the ADU that is built to 
code because the stairs are without a railing, and the ADU porch is greater than 30” in height, also without a 
railing. The southern pine timber retaining wall’s perimeter will be adjusted in order to allow an elevation that 
makes this described connection feasible with a proper set of stairs. 

In addition to the pathway connection, a set of wooden timber stairs cut into the timber retaining wall will 
provide access to the portion of the yard closest to Pell Street. Without this, there is no feasible access with-
out climbing over the existing retaining wall.

The final change is to the existing gravel splash pad. Currently, a generic bulk aggregate (#57 Wash Gravel) is 
used. We are proposing to remove, and replace this material with a decorative gravel that is larger in diameter 
and composed of a blend of colors better meant to match the palette of colors on site.
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MATERIAL LEGEND

Brick Pathway: Pinehall Pavers

Finish: Pathway Full Range
2/L120

SYMBOL DESCRIPTION DETAILQTY

211 SF

Gravel Gutter Catch:  Decorative Stone

Finish: Deleware Blend, 1"-3"
60 SF

Wooden Stair: TBD

Finish: Painted to Match Existing
58 LF

Timber Retaining Wall: PT

Finish: Unfinished, 6"x6" 
40 LF

Existing House/Porch: 2603.02 sf

Existing Stone Walls: 18.88 sf

Existing Timbers: 84.69 sf

Existing Brick Wall: 10.92 sf

Existing A.C. Unit Pad: 5.90 sf

Existing Concrete Areas: 204.91 sf

Existing Gravel Areas: 508.72 sf

Existing Deck Patio: 401.14 sf

Existing ADU: 429.66 sf

Existing Stairs: 32.07 sf

Existing Total: 4,299.91 sf | 53.2% (65% max)

House/Porch: 2603.02 sf

Stone Walls: 18.88 sf

Timbers: 88.28 sf (+3.59 sf)

Brick Wall: 10.92 sf

A.C. Pad: 5.90 sf

Concrete Areas: 197.94 sf (-6.97 sf)

Brick Hardscape Areas: 175.11 sf (+175.11 sf)

Gravel Areas: 72.18 sf (-436.54 sf)

Deck Patio: 401.14 sf

ADU: 429.66 sf

Stairs: 44.79 sf (+12.72 sf)

Net Proposed Impervious Total: 4,047.82 (-205.09 sf) 50.1% (65% max)

Impervious Surface Data:
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Manufacturer: Pine Hall Bricks

Line: Pathway Pavers
Finish: Full Range
Size: 4”x8”x2.25”

Material Palette - Brick Pathway & Driveway Paver

Manufacturer: Pine Hall Bricks

Line: Pathway Pavers
Finish: Full Range
Size: 4”x8”x2.25”

Pictured: Example of 
herringbone layout with border
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Material Palette - Timber Retaining Walls

Reference photo of 6”x6” 
southern pine timber, mixed 
with exiting timber members
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BURD RESIDENCE

Photo of existing timber 
tetaining wall 

Proposed to re-use existing 
material, and mix new 6”x6” 
members as necessary



Material Palette - Timber Retaining Walls

Decorative Gravel

Finish: Delaware Blend
Size: 1” - 3” dia.

June 10,  2025
Burd Residence
Raleigh, NC

Landscape Design
Certificate of Appropriateness Application 09

BURD RESIDENCE

Decorative Gravel

Finish: Delaware Blend
Size: 3/8” - 1/2” dia.



Material Palette - Lattice & Wood Stair

Photo: Existing stair shown for 
reference

Proposed: Paint TBD
Stringer: Painted Timber
Fascia: Painted Timber
Tread: Painted Timber
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BURD RESIDENCE

Lattice: Existing shown

Proposed wooden lattice on stair 
to match existing 1.5” square, 
paint color TBD.
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308 Pell St.
Brick Ribbon Driveway

513 N. Bloodworth St.
Brick Ribbon Driveway



Neighborhood Ribbon Driveway & Timber Wall Example Photos
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604 N. Bloodworth St.
Timber Retaining Wall & Stair

514 N. Bloodworth St.
Brick Ribbon Driveway



Timber Wall & Stair, and Ornamental Railing Example Photos
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525 N Bloodworth St.
Timber Retaining Wall & Stair

606 Polk St.
Ornamental Board Railing



Ornamental Railing Example Photos
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403 Elm St.
Ornamental Board Railing

401 Elm St.
Ornamental Board Railing



Ornamental Railing Example Photos
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605 Oakwood Ave.
Ornamental Board Railing
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Corner of Property 
Corner View from N Bloodworth St. & Pell St.

Existing Site Photos 

Rear Side of Property 
View from Pell St. Looking Toward N. Bloodworth St.
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Front Side of Property
View from Pell St.

Existing Site Photos 

Side of Property
View from Pell St. 
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Rear Side of Property 
View from Pell St.

Existing Site Photos 

Side View of Property 
View from Pell St.
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Back Corner View of Property / Access to Storage Stair, Concrete, & Stair Landing
View from Interior Back Corner of Property

Existing Site Photos 

Back Corner View of Property / Access to Storage Stair, Concrete, & Stair Landing
View from Interior Side of Property
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Existing Site Photos 

Side Property View of Access Gate, Parking Pad, Timber Retaining Wall, and Bin Storage Area 
View from Interior of Property, Between ADU & Deck

Front / Side View of ADU, Timber Retaining Walls, Stair, & Connections
View from Interior Pell St. Side of Property
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Front View of ADU, Timber Retaining Wall, Lattice, & Miscellaneous Plantings
View from Back Deck

Existing Site Photos 

Side of ADU
View from Interior Back Corner of Property, Closest to Pell St.
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Existing Site Photos 

Side of Screened Porch and Gravel Splash Pad
View from Interior Side of Property

Side of ADU / Back Deck / Back of Residence
View from Interior Side of Property, Closest to Pell St.
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Existing Site Photos 

Back Deck, Screened Porch, & Front of ADU
View from Deck

Screened Porch, Timber Retaining Wall & Front of ADU
View from Interior Side of Property
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Existing Site Photos 

Gravel Splash Pad Adjacent to Home 
View from  

Front Stepping Stone Path & Miscellaneous Plantings
View from Side of Propety, Looking Towards N. Bloodworth St.

BURD RESIDENCE 


