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COA-0089-2019
218 N EAST STREET
OAKWOOD HISTORIC 

DISTRICT (HOD-G)

APPLICANT:
JULIE AND DONALD 
BLANDFORD, JR

Nature of Project: 
Install stone patio and outdoor 
free-standing masonry fireplace; 
remove and replace garden and 
front sidewalk plantings
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
COA-0089-2019 218 N EAST STREET 
Applicant: JULIE AND DONALD BLANDFORD, JR 
Received: 8/13/2019 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  11/11/2019 1) 9/26/2019 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Raleigh Historic Landmark: HECK-POOL-PARKER HOUSE 
Zoning: General HOD 
Nature of Project: Install stone patio, outdoor free-standing masonry fireplace and stone 

walkway; remove and replace garden and front sidewalk plantings 
Staff Notes: 

• COAs mentioned are available for review. 
 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 

Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.3 Site Features and Plantings Install stone patio, outdoor free-standing masonry 

fireplace and stone walkway; remove and replace 
garden and front sidewalk plantings 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 
 
A. Installing a stone patio, an outdoor free-standing masonry fireplace, and a stone walkway, 

and removing and replacing a garden and front sidewalk plantings are not incongruous in 

concept according to Guidelines sections 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.3, 1.3.4, 1.3.7, 1.3.8, 1.3.9, and the 

following suggested facts: 

1* From the National Register of Historic Places nomination for the Heck Houses: “The Heck 

Houses, 218 North East Street and 503 and 511 East Jones Street are a Second Empire-style 

trio located on spacious contiguous city lots in northeast Raleigh. The houses are not 

identical, but are close variations on one charmingly eclectic formula. Each is a one-and-one-

half story L-shaped frame structure set on a common bond brick foundation with a wrap-

around porch, a full-height mansard roof and a two-and-half-story corner mansard tower. 
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Each house has a rear free-standing kitchen, now joined to the main block and partially 

obscured by frame additions.”  The house was built between 1872 and 1875, according to the 

nomination. 

2* Built area to open space analysis: According to the applicant, the lot is 34,700 SF.  The 

existing built area, including the house, porches, barn, stairs, walkways, patio and 

driveway, totals 8,131 SF.  The existing built area to open space is 23%.  After the proposed 

project the built area will be 8,974 SF, an increase of 843 SF.  The proportion of built area to 

open space will be approximately 26%. 

3* A tree protection plan prepared by an arborist certified by the International Society of 

Arboriculture (ISA) was provided. 

4* The proposed patio is designed to extend south from an existing brick landing and stair 

from an existing side door, and will be in the last half of the south side yard.  Blue stone is 

proposed as the patio material. 

5* A brick fireplace is proposed on the south side of the patio.  The hearth and mantel are 

proposed to be blue stone. A detailed drawing of the outdoor fireplace was provided. It is 

proposed to be 13’ - 6” tall and 6’ - 6” wide with a mantel at 5’ - 7”. 

6* The fireplace is proposed to be placed opposite an accessory building on the neighboring 

property at 503 E Jones St. 

7* The ground level of the side yard is elevated roughly 12’ above the front sidewalk on East 

St.  The application states the “patio and outdoor fireplace would not be readily visible from 

the sidewalk due to the height of the grade” and heavy vegetation would also screen it from 

the street. 

8* A ca. 1943 photo was provided showing a low brick fireplace with wing walls on the south 

side of the house. 

9* Photographs were provided of outdoor fireplaces in Oakwood that have been approved at 

503 E Jones St (153-17-CA – labeled in photos on the application as 225 Elm St), 601 N 

Bloodworth St (054-05-CA), 605 N Bloodworth St (192-13-CA), and 225 Elm St (018-13-CA). 

10* The proposed walkway of blue stone pavers will connect the new patio with an existing rear 

walkway and stairs to the gravel driveway.  Blue stone is used on the existing round patio 

and stepping stones. 



 
COA-0089-2019 Staff Report 3 
 

11* Photographs were provided of blue stone stepping pavers at 610 N Bloodworth St           

(088-15-CA). 

12* Changes proposed for the landscape components include removal of shrubs and smaller 

plants in three areas; the proposed patio area, the southwest corner of the site above the 

stone retaining wall, and the space between the front sidewalk and stone retaining wall.  

New plantings are proposed in the same areas. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application. 

 
 
Staff Contact: Melissa Robb, melissa.robb@raleighnc.gov 











Proposed Outdoor fireplace and patio for 218 N. East St. Heck-Pool-Parker House c.1875 

The owners would like to add a brick stand-alone outdoor fireplace. The fireplace will be built out of 
bricks that will match the brick pavers found throughout the existing site.  The hearth will be raised and 
will be capped with a slab of blue stone. Blue stone will also be used for the mantel cap as well as the 
patio material. Blue stone is seen onsite in the round patio near where the new patio will be installed.  

There is a photo included in the application that was taken in 1943 showing that there was once a brick 
fireplace with low walls on the same area of the site that is being proposed now.  

The patio will be installed where an existing side door is located with steps down to a small brick landing 
surrounded by grass. The owners feel that the patio will activate this space and create a functional 
outdoor living area. The fireplace will be at the end of the patio and will be visible from the family room 
at the side/rear of the house. The fireplace is located so that it is in a similar placement to the side 
neighbor’s rear accessory building so as to not obstruct views or detract from the side neighbor’s yard.  

There are several outdoor fireplaces that have been built in Oakwood. One is owned by the side yard 
neighbor, 225 Elm St (018-13-CA).  Other addresses with approved fireplaces in Oakwood are 323 Pace 
St (081-14-CA), 412 Oakwood (191-14-CA), 605 N Bloodworth (192-13-CA), and 516 Euclid (004-14-CA). 

24x24 Blue Stone pavers have been shown as a stepping stone path leading to the rear yard where a 
brick landing exists.  

Landscaping will be updated and existing plants may move so that the patio can be incorporated. The 
landscape designer will be submitting a plan with this application. 



Disclaimer
iMaps makes every effort to produce and publish 
the most current and accurate information possible.
However, the maps are produced for information purposes,
and are NOT surveys. No warranties, expressed or implied
,are provided for the data therein, its use,or its interpretation.
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