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HISTORIC DISTRICT (HOD-G)

APPLICANT:
CHASE NICHOLAS FOR
330 E DAVIE STREET LLC

Nature of Project: 
Remove tree
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – CERTIFIED RECORD 
 
COA-0093-2019 330 E DAVIE STREET 
Applicant: CHASE NICHOLAS FOR 330 E DAVIE ST, LLC 
Received: 8/14/2019 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  11/12/2019 1) 9/26/2019 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: PRINCE HALL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: General HOD 
Nature of Project: Remove tree 
Staff Notes: 

• Unified Development Code section 10.2.15.E.1 provides that “An application for a 
certificate of appropriateness authorizing the demolition or destruction of a building, 
structure or site within any Historic Overlay District…may not be denied…. However, 
the authorization date of such a certificate may be delayed for a period of up to 365 days 
from the date of issuance…. If the Commission finds that the building, structure or 
site has no particular significance or value toward maintaining the character of the 
Historic Overlay District or Historic Landmark, it shall waive all or part of such period 
and authorize earlier demolition or removal.” 

• Previous COA cases are available for review. 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 

Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.3 Site Features and Plantings Remove tree 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 
A. Removal of a tree is incongruous according to Guidelines section 1.3.1, 1.3.3, 1.3.5, and the 

following suggested facts: 

1* The “Report and Recommendation for the Designation of the South Person/South Blount 

Historic Overlay District” (now referred to as the Prince Hall Historic Overlay District) 

describes the property as a vacant lot and “stone retaining wall/foundation wall and stone 

steps remain.” As a vacant lot it is considered non-contributing to the character of the 

district. 

2* A 44” diameter White Mulberry tree is proposed for removal.  No replacement tree is 

proposed on the property.  The application states “The owner is open to reviewing 
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recommendations for the planting of a replacement tree of a historically-appropriate species 

on another property on the same block, as the current tree location is not well-suited for a 

large species in the long term.”  There have been no cases in the recent past is which a 

similar request has been approved. 

3* The application states, “… the tree is likely to disrupt and be disrupted by the future 

development of the property” and “The owner also intends to develop a pocket park on the 

lower portion of the lot and retain the existing foundation walls.”  No details were provided 

for the future development of the site. 

4* The application also states, “The tree is located in a corner very close to two homes.”  No 

dimensions for the distances to the nearby houses were provided, although the site plan 

shows the tree is 4’ from the west property line and 10’ from the south property line. 

5* An arborist report was provided that it is “a vigorous tree with a full crown with some large 

diameter dead wood.”  The report also details a number of structural issues with the tree, 

although it also states, “The trees stem would need to be exposed by eliminating the ivy in 

order to assess the structural integrity.” 

6* The report also provides a number of recommendations for treatment of the tree if it were to 

be retained.  The application does not indicate whether any of these measures have been 

explored. 

7* The arborist report indicates that “little developmental pruning or maintenance has been 

performed on this tree for some time” which has resulted in some of the current condition 

issues. 

 
Staff suggests that the committee approve the application, with the following conditions: 

 
1. That a 365-day demolition delay for the tree be imposed. 

2. That prior to the issuance of the blue placard the following be provided to and approved by 

staff: 

a. location and species of a replacement tree of similar or identical species of 

appropriate scale. 

 
 
Staff Contact: Melissa Robb, melissa.robb@raleighnc.gov
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