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Certificate of Appropriateness — Major Work 
Written Description of Proposed Work 

Property Address:  517 S Blount St, Raleigh, NC 27601 
Historic Overlay District:  Prince Hall Historic Overlay District 
Business / Tenant:  Privacy Hospitality, LLC (proposed Event Center) 
Applicant:  Blount St Raleigh LLC
Associated Building Permit:  BLDNR-004401-2026 (interior commercial up-fit) 
Project Type:  All Other Alterations 
Date:  [Date of submission] 

Project Overview 
The applicant is performing an interior commercial up-fit of an existing one-story masonry 
building at 517 S Blount St to establish a bar and lounge. The interior mechanical, electrical, 
and plumbing work is the subject of the associated building permit and does not affect the 
exterior of the structure. This Certificate of Appropriateness application addresses only the two 
exterior items associated with the project: (1) the installation of new rooftop mechanical 
equipment, and (2) the repainting of the existing painted exterior. No changes are proposed to 
the building footprint, windows, doors, storefront, roll-up door, or any other character-defining 
exterior feature; all existing exterior openings remain as-is. 

Item 1 — New Rooftop Mechanical Equipment 
Existing condition: The building has a flat roof concealed behind an existing parapet wall along 
the S Blount Street (front) elevation. There is currently no functioning HVAC system serving the 
tenant space. 

Proposed work: Install one new rooftop unit (RTU) and one new condensing unit on the roof to 
serve the tenant space, as shown on the engineered mechanical drawings (Sheet M1) prepared 
and sealed by InFocus Engineering, PLLC. Both units are positioned on the roof behind the 
existing parapet. The accompanying site-line study (Sheet L1, “Site Line – Side View”) 
demonstrates that the proposed equipment sits below the line of sight from the public right-of-
way; a pedestrian standing at eye level on the opposite side of S Blount Street cannot see the 
units above the parapet. The equipment is therefore screened from public view by the existing 
building parapet and introduces no visible change to the street elevation. 

Appropriateness: The rooftop location, behind the existing parapet and screened from the public 
right-of-way, follows the district’s expectation that service equipment be unobtrusive and not 
visible from the street. The installation is reversible and does not alter any historic exterior 
fabric. 

Item 2 — Repainting of Existing Painted Exterior 
Existing condition: The exterior masonry of the building is currently painted. No bare or 
unpainted masonry is involved in this scope. 

Proposed work: Repaint the existing painted exterior masonry surfaces. The proposed color is 
Oat Milk. 



Because the surfaces are already painted, this is maintenance-level repainting of previously 
painted masonry; no previously unpainted masonry will be painted under this application. 

Appropriateness: Repainting an already-painted surface is a reversible change that does not 
alter the building’s historic material or character. The proposed color [is consistent with / falls 
within] the range of colors found in the Prince Hall district. 

Summary 
The proposed exterior work is limited, reversible, and screened from the public right-of-way. The 
rooftop mechanical equipment is concealed behind the existing parapet and is not visible from S 
Blount Street, and the repainting affects only surfaces that are already painted. No historic 
exterior fabric, openings, or character-defining features are altered. The applicant respectfully 
requests approval of this Certificate of Appropriateness. 
















