






C.O.A. Application for front sidewalk 401 N. Person Street: description of proposal 
 
The front sidewalk at 401 N. Person Street is badly cracked up because of the roots of a 
large willow oak tree. It is a trip hazard. I would like to replace the sidewalk, using 
embossed bricks salvaged from the public sidewalk on N. Blount Street. These bricks were 
made around 1900 by the R. B. Fitzgerald Brick Company, a famous black-owned company 
in Durham. I salvaged these when the City installed handicap ramps at Blount Street’s 
corners. 
 
I propose to lay bricks in the same footprint as the current concrete panels. I propose to 
retain all the concrete stairs, including those at the porch entrance, an those closer to the 
public sidewalk. I have attached photos of the current condition. The edges of the sidewalk 
are obscured by potted plants, leaves, and plants in the yard. I have not moved them, in 
order to accurately show current conditions! (I like a natural yard rather than a neat one!) 
The attached drawing of existing conditions show the edges of the current sidewalk. 
 
Many houses in Oakwood have brick sidewalks. I walked Oakwood Avenue, Polk Street, the 
400 block of Elm Street, and N. Person Street. About half the houses on these blocks have 
brick sidewalks. A few are original to the houses, some were installed long ago, and some 
more recently. Some are of salvaged brick, some are of new brick. They are laid in a great 
variety of patterns. Some are mortared, some are dry-laid. Some may be mortared 
underneath, but without mortar showing between the brick. In these blocks, two houses 
have sidewalks of salvaged Fitzgerald bricks: 406 Polk Street and 526 Oakwood Avenue. I 
also found four houses on Blount Street with salvaged Fitzgerald bricks: 301, 407, 417, and 
421. When my house was built, it was on the back part of the lot at 400 N. Blount Street, so 
it has an affinity to Blount Street that most Oakwood properties do not. 
 
I would like to lay the bricks in the “running bond” pattern. This is how they are laid on the 
public sidewalk on Blount Street, and is how they are laid in all of the houses with salvaged 
Fitzgerald brick. At five of the six houses, the pattern is parallel with the front porch steps, 
so I would like to do the same. I would like to dry-lay them without mortar. I believe this is 
how the other Fitzgerald brick sidewalks are laid. This will allow water to sink into the earth, 
which is better for the environment. I also fear that if I mortar them, the tree roots will just 
crack the new sidewalk before long. I would like to leave the tree roots where they are and 
work around them. The sides of the sidewalk are not quite parallel, but that is not a 
problem because I have many partial bricks. 
 
I considered finding a way to salvage the concrete sidewalk, which is probably original to 
the house, but it is too thick to alter to accommodate the tree roots. At one crack, one 
piece of the sidewalk is two inches higher than the adjacent piece. I have allowed liriope to 
grow in the crack so that people will step over it and not trip, but it is still a trip hazard. I do 
not want to use new concrete because I don’t know anyone who can replicate the old 
concrete, and the new concrete looks too obviously modern in color and texture. 
 


























