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COA-0111-2019
135 E MARTIN STREET

MOORE SQUARE (DX-7 SH)

APPLICANT:
AMY BULLINGTON
311-200 W MARTIN ST

Nature of Project:
New exterior canopies
Enlarged lobby at second floor 
tenant entry
Repaint building and trim
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
COA-0111-2019 135 E MARTIN STREET 
Applicant: AMY BULLINGTON FOR CLEARSCAPES 
Received: 9/12/2019 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  12/13/2019 1) 10/24/2019 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: MOORE SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: GENERAL HOD 
Nature of Project: Install canopies; alter storefront; change exterior paint color 
Staff Notes: 

• COAs mentioned are available for review 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 

Sections Topic Description of Work 
2.4 Paint and Paint Color Change exterior paint color 
2.9 Storefronts Install canopies; alter storefront 
2.11 Accessibility, Health, and Safety 

Considerations 
Alter storefront 

 

  

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 
A. Installing canopies is not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines sections 2.9.1, 2.9.9, 

2.9.13; however, the installation of steel canopies may be incongruous according to 

Guidelines sections 2.9.9 and the following suggested facts: 

1* The Guidelines “Special Character of the Moore Square Historic District” states that “The 

architectural scale of the district is pleasingly suited to the pedestrian. The vast majority of 

buildings in the district are simple, vernacular brick “shoe-boxes,” two to three stories in 

height, narrow and deep. Past attempts to modernize the pedestrian level of the shops with 

aluminum panels and flat aluminum awnings contribute to a discontinuity that contrasts 

with the frequently related repetitive elements and details of the second and third floors of 

these buildings.” 
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2* The subject property is within the boundaries of the Moore Square Historic District as listed 

in the National Register in 1985.  The property is noted as contributing with a construction 

date of 1914. 

a. The description of the building: “5 X 3 bay 5 shop front (original) 2 story comm. block. 

Brick trim around windows of 2nd floor.”  

3* The application proposes the installation of two steel canopies – one at the easternmost bay 

that wraps the corner facing Blount Street and E Martin Street and one at the westernmost 

bay. 

4* Drawings were provided of the proposed canopies.  The thickness of the structure of the 

canopies appears to be around 8 to 10 inches.  Dimensioned elevations were not provided.  

5* The steel canopy at the westernmost and easternmost bays will project into the right-of-way 

2’3” and 3’3”, respectively.  A separate permit will be required for the encroachment. 

6* Guideline 2.7.10 encourages the installation of fabric awnings where appropriate.  The 

application states that fabric awnings were previously installed on the building and notes 

issues caused by the fabric awnings. 

7* The canopies are proposed to be installed in such a way that does not damage or conceal 

historic fabric. 

8* The canopies are proposed to be painted the same color as the trim to allow the canopies to 

blend in.   

9* The application includes photographs of painted steel canopies at 237 S Wilmington Street, a 

non-contributing building. The canopies were approved through COA 042-10-CA. 

 

B. Altering a storefront and changing paint color are not incongruous in concept according to 

Guidelines sections 2.4.1, 2.4.3, 2.4.5, 2.9.1, 2.9.4, 2.9.5, 2.9.7, 2.9.13, 2.11.1, 2.11.2, 2.11.3; 

however, shortening the entryway may be incongruous according to Guidelines sections 2.9.4 

and the following suggested facts: 

1* The entry of the westernmost bay storefront is proposed to be shortened by moving the 

door forward approximately 3’5”. The application states that the alteration is to allow for 

greater ADA access to the 2nd level. 
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2* Photographs from a 2001 renovation are included.  The photographs show a recessed entry 

and the applicant indicates that some previous alterations were made to this storefront. 

3* It is unclear from the application how much of the storefront being altered is historic fabric.  

4* The application proposes the salvage and reuse of the transom glass and entry door and 

installation of new, matching storefront glass. 

5* The application includes the repainting of the building.  Paint colors were not provided. 

6* The change of exterior paint colors is classified as a minor work COA and is included here 

for administrative efficiency.  

 

Staff suggests that the committee discuss the shortening of the entry way.  Pending the results 

of that discussion, staff suggests that the committee approve the application with the following 

conditions: 

1. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to issuance of the blue placard:  

a. Revised elevation drawings that note the thickness of the canopy structure, height 

clearance, and heights of rod hangers; 

2. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to installation or construction:  

a. Paint colors. 

 

Staff Contact: Collette Kinane, collette.kinane@raleighnc.gov  

mailto:collette.kinane@raleighnc.gov






 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Project: Martin East 

Number: 2019_0120 

Date: September 12, 2019  

From: Amy Bullington, Clearscapes 

Topic:  Certificate of Appropriateness Application – Description of Work   

 
Located at the corner of Blount and Martin, the building at 135 E. Martin Street was constructed in 1914 and underwent a 
significant renovation in 2001. It is typical of many buildings in the Moore Square District: simple two-story painted brick with a 
projecting cornice over the storefront, alluding to Italianate influence. The current first floor tenant is a contracting company, and 
the building owner is in the process of securing a similar business tenant for the second floor.  
 
Following is a brief description of the proposed scope of work, along with references to applicable sections of Design Guidelines 
for Raleigh Historic Districts and Landmarks: 
 
New Exterior Canopies: 
Reference sections: 2.6 Exterior Walls - 2.9 Storefronts 

• Intent of installing canopies is to protect wood at exterior storefront, walls and doors. Water damage to the building has 
been a concern, especially at the Blount and Martin Street corner. 

• Fabric awnings were installed on building around 2009; however, according to building owners/tenants, these canopies 
were subject to constant damage and were eventually removed around 2016. 

o Due to the building’s unique location - it is on the corner, adjacent to Moore Square, between two heavily 
trafficked bus station entrances, and next door to a popular bar/music venue – it experiences a large amount 
of foot traffic throughout the day. 

o Fabric awnings were located below the projecting cornice, placing them approximately 8ft above the 
sidewalk. Building owners/tenants observed pedestrians constantly hanging from and bending the awning 
structure. 

• Proposed canopies are constructed with painted steel framing for durability and have been carefully designed so that 
they do not damage or conceal any historic features of the building. This is an advantage over the previous fabric 
awnings that concealed the divided lite transoms above the storefront. 

o Canopies are located below the existing projecting cornice and are attached to the building in a manner that 
does not impact the cornice. 

• Exterior canopies with a similar painted steel structure are located on the same block as this building, at 237 S. 
Wilmington Street. However, the proposed canopies at 135 E. Martin Street will not have the prominence of the 
canopies at Beasley’s/Fox’s, as they will be painted a dark color to match the building trim. 

 
Enlarged Lobby at Second Floor Tenant Entry: 
Reference sections: 2.6 Exterior Walls - 2.9 Storefronts - 2.11 Accessibility, Health, and Safety Considerations 

• Intent of enlarging lobby is to increase accessibility while preserving the building’s character-defining features. Exterior 
wall/door at southwest corner of building is being moved approximately 3’-9” south to enlarge lobby so that a platform 
lift can be installed to provide an accessible route to the second floor. 

• Photos taken prior to the 2001 renovation appear to show a recessed entry in this location; however, renovation 
drawings show new angled walls with salvaged prism glass installed above.  

o From this information, it seems likely that the location of the exterior door was established at the time of the 
2001 renovation. 

• While the existing angled walls are being shortened, the angle itself is to remain the same. The new exterior wall/door 
is to be located so that only a section of the prism glass transom is to be removed, with the rest of the transom 
remaining. 

o At the storefront below, the existing radiused corner mullion is to remain. New clear glazing to match existing 
is to be installed at shortened exterior wall, with existing copper base flashing to remain. 

• Existing wood/glass door and prism glass transom above are to be salvaged and reinstalled. New trim/infill is to be 
painted wood to match existing. 

• As part of scope of work, deteriorated 1” hexagonal mosaic tile at exterior is to be replaced with new 1” hexagonal 
mosaic tile.  



Memorandum 
September 12, 2019 
Page 2 of 2 
 

o New tile to be white (to match existing) with address number (“135”) in black. This pattern is consistent with 
other nearby historic properties, such as 222 Fayetteville Street and 8 E. Hargett Street. 

 
Repaint Building & Trim: 
Reference sections: 2.4 Paint and Paint Color  

• Intent of repainting is to maintain building; as part of work, deteriorated wood trim is to be repaired and re-caulking is to 
occur as required. 

• Both brick and trim are currently painted; color scheme is not original but was introduced as part of 2001 renovation. 

• Paint color selection will include field color for brick, coordinating color for brick cornice/detailing, and contrasting color 
for wood windows/trim; selected colors will be appropriate to the building and district. 

o Color selection to be confirmed prior to commencing with work. 

 
End of Memorandum 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS - 135 E. MARTIN ST

2019_0120 MARTIN EAST 10/01/19

BLOUNT STREET ELEVATION   

MARTIN STREET ELEVATION     

SECOND FLOOR TENANT ENTRY     

CORNER OF MARTIN & BLOUNT   
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EXISTING CONDITIONS - 135 E. MARTIN ST

2019_0120 MARTIN EAST 10/01/19

FABRIC AWNINGS: MAY 2009     

STEEL CANOPIES: 237 S. WILMINGTON ST.     

SECOND FLOOR TENANT ENTRY: DETAILS   
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FIRST FLOOR DEMOLITION PLAN

2019_0120 MARTIN EAST 10/01/19
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ELEVATIONS
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SOUTH ELEVATION: MARTIN STREET

EAST ELEVATION: BLOUNT STREET
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3D VIEWS
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VIEW FROM SOUTHEAST CORNER OF MARTIN & BLOUNT

NEW PAINTED STEEL CORNER CANOPY VIEW EAST ALONG MARTIN STREETNEW PAINTED STEEL CANOPY/RELOCATED DOOR
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SUPPLEMENTAL IMAGES
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SECOND FLOOR TENANT ENTRY: TILE DAMAGE   MARTIN STREET ELEVATION      

pre-2001 renovation  

CORNER OF MARTIN & BLOUNT      

pre-2001 renovation      

SOUTHEAST CORNER: WATER DAMAGE      
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VICINITY MAP
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