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Removal of service/utility chimney 

Current Condition and Request 

There are two chimneys on the house.  

Both chimneys are non-functioning.  Their respective fireplaces were converted to coal burning 
long ago and are not usable.   

During the August 2025 rains, both chimneys leaked and debris fell into the fireplaces.  I 
contracted Mr. Smokestack Chimney Service to inspect them with the intention of adding 
chimney caps.  However, the inspection revealed major issues with the brickwork itself. 

Because of the unaffordable cost of rebuilding the chimneys, I am requesting approval to 
remove them.  Removal will cost at least $11,800, rebuilding would triple that amount. 

Inspection Findings 

An external leak evaluation was performed on the two chimneys yielding the following results: 

 Both chimneys exhibit severe spalling of original brick near the flashing. 

 Both chimneys appear to have been partially torn down to a height 2 feet above the roofline 
and rebuilt with new brick that did not match the original dimensions.  This has led to a 
thinning of the structure that has caused the bodies of the chimneys to become unstable. 

 Both chimneys show signs of advanced moisture retention due to age and weather 
exposure. 

 Neither chimney has an appropriate crown or cap, allowing for ready moisture intrusion into 
the flues. 

 Both chimney bodies are readily moved with a gentle push, implying that the structures are 
not stable. 

Due to these issues, it was strongly recommend that the existing chimneys be demolished to a 
stable point below the roofline before they degrade any further causing risk of collapse. 
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East chimney 

  

West chimney 
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Visibility 

The top few rows of brick on the west chimney are visible only from the front.  Only the mesh 
wire covering the top of the east chimney is visible.  The east chimney is somewhat visible from 
the sidewalk going towards Linden Avenue. 

 

 

Character-Defining or Not? 

604 Oakwood Avenue is a Queen Anne triple-A frame cottage. 

According to Matthew Brown’s 2018 “Inventory of Structures in the Oakwood National Register 
Historic District”, there are six additional Historic Oakwood properties of the same style: 
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As chimneys are visible only on some of the structures - and barely visible on the 604 Oakwood 
property - I would argue that they are not character-defining and should be classified as 
service/utility chimneys. 
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