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Keith Brouillard
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Tree to be removed & replaced with similar mature size tree
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​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      www.LinebergerTree.com 
 
​ Keith Brouillard​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ October 9, 2025 

3604 Pewter Place 
Raleigh, NC  27612 
​ ​  
RE: 417 Watauga St. 

 
Keith. 

 
​ Thank you for contacting Lineberger Tree Service and allowing me to visit your property to perform 

a visual inspection of the Red Maple tree in the front yard and trees in the back yard on Tuesday September 
30th.  As requested, I focused on ground assessment of the trees.  No climbing or aerial inspection was 
performed.  Some of the tree characteristics and site changes I looked for include: leaf color, stem structure, 
19-inch dbh canopy color, leaf and canopy density, presence of lean or decay, root failure, root disturbance, 
bark damage, grade changes, borer and other insects, the presence of decay fungi, and changes in canopy 
cover. 
 
Recommendation: 

-​ Remove 19-inch dbh Hackberry, rear left corner of property & grind stump. 
 
Please see attached report and Tree Hazard Evaluation.  Please contact our office through the website when 
you are ready for any estimate to remove the Hackberry tree.  It was a pleasure working with you.  Please feel 
free to contact me if you need additional information. 
 

 
​ Sincerely, 

Mary Ann Metcalf, ISA Certified Arborist #SO-0172 
Lineberger’s Tree Service, Inc 
919-834-0055 office 
919-612-3063 cell/text 
Email:  MaryannMetcalf@LinebergerTree.com 
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Tree Evaluation Report 
 
Date Tree Evaluated:  9/30/2025 
Inspector:  Mary Ann Metcalf, Certified Arborist #SO-0172A; NC Registered Forester #1385 
Property Owner: Keith Bouillard 
Site Address:​  417 Watauga St., Raleigh, NC   
Tree Evaluated: Celtis occidentalis, Common Hackberry​ Location on property: Rear left corner 
of property, 3 ft. north of the property marker the edge of the root flare is touching the property line 
 
Tree Characteristics: 
Diameter: 19-inch dbh 
Trunks:  1​  
Height:  60 ft. 
Spread:  50 ft. 
Form: Major Asymmetry (the end of 1 major scaffold branch is gone; the other scaffold branch has 
2 smaller branches) 
Crown Class:  Co-dominant (there are 2 major scaffold branches that make up the crown.) 
Value:  Shade 

 
  The 19-inch Hackberry live crown is about 50%.  There are 2 major scaffold branches left on the 
tree.  The larger major scaffold branch end is gone causing secondary growth along the largest major 
scaffold branch.  Secondary growth is not as beneficial to the tree’s health as the original true 
branch.  The other major scaffold branch further divides into 3 branches, 1 is gone and 2 true 
branches are present. 
   The foliage is chlorotic (yellowing), sparse, the twig growth is average, the callus wood  
development when branches are removed is poor and the tree vigor is fair (the tree’s ability to form  
callus wood when branches fall off or when removed). 
  The base of the tree trunk has a natural 20 degree lean to the southwest.  Further up the stem the top  
of the larger scaffold branch leans a further 10 degrees to the southwest.  The prevailing wind  
direction in the Raleigh area is from the South in the Summer and from the North in the Winter.  Due  
to the natural lean, the crown of the tree is over the backyards of two of the neighboring properties.   
One neighbor has a constructed outdoor play area for their children and the other neighbor has 
 outdoor furniture arranged partially under the tree.  There is no decay in the buttress roots or lower  
trunk or upper stem that I detected from a ground inspection.  The buttress roots are growing around 
 bricks.  There is an old wire fence along the property line growing into the buttress roots and lower 
 trunk.  
   The site was previously a residence, the buildings have been removed.  The 19-inch Hackberry 
tree is being evaluated because the site is proposed to be developed with a garage.  The garage top 
left corner is proposed to be located approximately 5 ft. east of the tree and 3 ft. north of the tree.  
The area for grading, excavation, and ground preparation for the garage will remove 25% of the critical 
root zone (23.75 ft. for 19-inch dbh tree) of the tree. (The critical root zone used by the City of Raleigh for 
development purposes is 1.25 ft./inch diameter).  There are 12 visible buttress roots/root flairs, 4 of those will 
most likely be affected by the garage.  These 4 roots are on the backside of the lean. 
 
Recommendation: 
Due to the 20 degree natural trunk lean to the SW toward the neighboring property, the roots affected opposite 
the lean, the unhealthy large scaffold branch, chlorotic foliage and the poor vigor of the tree, and the 25% root 
disturbance my recommendation is to remove the 19-inch dbh Hackberry tree. 





Nyssa sylvatica (Blackgum, Black Gum, Black Tupelo, Common Tupelo Tree, Cotton Gum, Nyssa,... https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/nyssa-sylvatica/

1 of 7 10/10/2025, 9:26 AM



Nyssa sylvatica (Blackgum, Black Gum, Black Tupelo, Common Tupelo Tree, Cotton Gum, Nyssa,... https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/nyssa-sylvatica/

2 of 7 10/10/2025, 9:26 AM



Nyssa sylvatica (Blackgum, Black Gum, Black Tupelo, Common Tupelo Tree, Cotton Gum, Nyssa,... https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/nyssa-sylvatica/

3 of 7 10/10/2025, 9:26 AM



Nyssa sylvatica (Blackgum, Black Gum, Black Tupelo, Common Tupelo Tree, Cotton Gum, Nyssa,... https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/nyssa-sylvatica/

4 of 7 10/10/2025, 9:26 AM



Nyssa sylvatica (Blackgum, Black Gum, Black Tupelo, Common Tupelo Tree, Cotton Gum, Nyssa,... https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/nyssa-sylvatica/

5 of 7 10/10/2025, 9:26 AM



Nyssa sylvatica (Blackgum, Black Gum, Black Tupelo, Common Tupelo Tree, Cotton Gum, Nyssa,... https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/nyssa-sylvatica/

6 of 7 10/10/2025, 9:26 AM



Nyssa sylvatica (Blackgum, Black Gum, Black Tupelo, Common Tupelo Tree, Cotton Gum, Nyssa,... https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/nyssa-sylvatica/

7 of 7 10/10/2025, 9:26 AM




