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APPLICANT:
RYAN ARMSTRONG

Nature of Project: 
Remove previous addition;
construct new addition; 
paint structure; replace roof
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
COA-0156-2018 516 N EAST STREET 
Applicant: RYAN ARMSTRONG 
Received: 10/10/2018 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  01/08/2019 1) 11/26/2018 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: GENERAL HOD 
Nature of Project: Remove previous addition; remove deck; construct new addition; paint 

structure; replace roof 
DRAC: An application was reviewed by the Design Review Advisory Committee at its 

October 29, 2018, meeting.  Members in attendance were Dan Becker, Curtis Kasefang, and 
Mary Ruffin Hanbury; also present were Ryan Armstrong, applicant, Jamie Dawson; and 
Collette Kinane, staff. 

Staff Notes: 
• COAs mentioned are available for review 

 
APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 
Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.3 Site Features and 

Plantings 
Remove previous addition and deck; construct new 
addition 

2.5 Roofs Remove previous addition; construct new addition; 
replace roof 

2.6 Exterior Walls Remove previous addition; construct new addition 
2.7 Windows and Doors Remove previous addition; construct new addition 
3.2 Additions to Historic 

Buildings 
Remove previous addition; construct new addition 

 

  

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 

 
A. Constructing an addition; reconstructing a rear room; removing aluminum windows, and 

changing siding are not incongruous in concept according to Guidelines sections 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 

1.3.6, 1.3.7, 1.3.8, 1.3.9, 2.5.1, 2.5.7, 2.5.8, 2.6.1, 2.6.2, 2.6.11, 2.7.7, 2.7.11, 2.7.13, 3.2.1, 3.2.2, 

3.2.4, 3.2.5, 3.2.6, 3.2.7, 3.2.8, 3.2.9, 3.2.10, 3.2.11, 3.2.12, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The application includes pages from the “Inventory of Structures in The Oakwood National 

Register Historic Districts” Raleigh, North Carolina By Matthew Brown, Historian, Society 

for the Preservation of Historic Oakwood Researched and written from 2004 to 2015.  That 
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document describes the house as: “This North Carolina Victorian cottage was built for 

William Carter Stronach, a merchant, banker and developer who lived at 601 N. Bloodworth 

St. He rented it to Thomas N. Bryant and his family; Bryant was a butcher with a stall in the 

City Market. His wife Martha kept dairy cows, and his daughter Pattie was a seamstress. 

Stronach sold the house to the Bryants in 1882. The original house is two rooms deep, with a 

hipped roof. The roof ridge is parallel to the front of the house, then extends 

perpendicularly rearward on both sides. The roof was originally sheathed in wooden 

shingles. The front porch has a hipped roof supported by coupled and tripled slender 

square-section posts, with sawnwork ornament between them, and a sawnwork balustrade. 

The partially glazed front door has a transom. Most windows are four-over-four. A shed-

roofed addition was made to the northern part of the rear between 1950 and 1990. The house 

was restored by Pamela Davison and Martin Baumgardner in c.1975-1980. There is a saddle-

roofed frame one-car garage to the northeast of the house, built in c.1940. It is clad in metal.” 

2* The subject property is within the original boundaries of Oakwood Historic Districts listed 

in the National Register in 1974.  That nomination form does not contain an inventory list 

nor a clearly defined period of significance.  The Commission has generally used the mid-

1930s as the end date.  A draft update of the nomination, including an inventory list is under 

review by the State Historic Preservation Office.   That draft document reaffirms the 

information included in Matthew Brown’s inventory, and classifies the building as 

contributing. 

3* The application states that no trees are proposed to be removed.  A site plan was provided 

showing trees located on the property.  A tree protection plan was also provided. 

4* The proposed addition is at the rear of the house. 

5* The proposed addition is at the same level as the historic house.  The addition is inset from 

the existing house by about four feet on the north and south facades.  The addition will be 

attached to the rear of the historic house where an existing addition currently exists.  This is 

a traditional location to add to a historic house. 

6* As shown in the side elevations, the roof ridge of the addition will attach under the eaves of 

the historic house.  The elevations were not dimensioned. 

7* A detail drawing of the eave details was provided.  The proposed eave construction will 

match the existing. 
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8* The addition is proposed to be clad in smooth fiber cement siding – the application notes 

that the siding is proposed to have a 6” reveal to match the historic structure. 

9* The roofing is proposed to be architectural shingles. Specifications were not provided.   

10* The structure is proposed to be painted.  Specifications were not provided. 

11* The foundation of the addition is proposed to be CMU with a brick veneer to match the 

aesthetic of the historic house.  Brick samples were not provided. 

12* One-over-one wood double hung windows are proposed.  A half-light or full-lite wood 

door is proposed for the rear elevation. Specifications were not provided. 

13* Built area to open space analysis:  According to the applicant, the lot is 10,890 SF.  The 

footprint of the house is 1,844 SF.  The proportion of built area to open space is currently 

17%.  The footprint of all the proposed built area is 2,595 SF.  The proportion of built area to 

open space is proposed to be 24%. 

14* Exterior lighting was not shown on the drawings, nor were specifications provided. 

15* Gutters and downspouts were not shown on the drawings, nor were specifications 

provided. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application, with the following conditions: 

1. That tree protection plans be implemented and remain in place for the duration of 

construction. 

2. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to issuance of the blue placard 

a. Window specifications including a section drawing; 

3. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff prior 

to installation or construction:  

a. Door; 

b. Roofing; 

c. Paint color samples; 

d. Exterior lighting including location on the building; 

e. Gutters and downspouts including location on the building. 
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