






609 Polk Street is a 1-story house that was built in 1897, along with 5 other 
identical houses on this block. The house was originally very small (approx-
imately 1,038 SF), and has since had several small additions added to the 
rear, increasing the heated footprint to 1,485 SF. The owners would like to 
increase their square footage further in order to support their growing fami-
ly, and to utilize more of their very long and skinny lot.

The proposed design is to add an addition to the rear of the house that 
would be attached behind the existing kitchen, where currently there is a 
door to a small non-historic screened porch that is proposed to be demol-
ished. The addition is proposed to be 987 SF of conditioned space, com-
prised of a master suite, den, pantry, and washer/dryer closet. The addition 
is fairly narrow where it meets the existing house, as the owners would like 
to preserve as much of the existing rear facade as possible, and then it wid-
ens slightly at a distance of 22’ from the existing house. In the small exteri-
or courtyard formed between the existing house and the addition, there is 
proposed to be a small wood deck, with steps down into the yard as well 
as some stepped seating and a wood planter. On the rear of the addition 
would be a new screened porch with a small stair down into the yard. There 
are proposed to be multi-slide glass patio doors onto the wood deck and 
onto the screened porch; neither of these will be visible from the street.

There currently exists a small chicken coop in the backyard with a run that 
extends toward the house. Given the location of the addition, the fencing 
around the coop would need to be relocated to the opposite side of the 
coop. The backyard also contains a fenced in garden area that is currently 
right in front of the proposed screened porch steps; the owners will either 
slightly reduce the size of the garden or shift the garden to resolve this con-
flict. The small shed in the far northeast corner of the lot will remain as-is. 
There is an existing patio space in the backyard that is a patchwork of var-
ious types brick and stone pavers. A small portion of this patio will be de-
molished; however, the rest of the patio will remain, as will the wood pergo-
la above the patio.

Several small non-native trees near the existing screened porch will be re-
moved. The crape myrtle and fig tree, both adjacent to the proposed ad-
dition, will remain and will be appropriately protected during construction. 

The primary exterior material of the addition will be Hardie Artisan lap sid-
ing, painted blue to match the existing house. The addition’s brick founda-
tion will be painted blue to match the foundation of the existing house. All 
new roofs over conditioned space to have medium gray asphalt shingles 
to match the existing roof. The screened porch is proposed to have a gray 
TPO roof. Gutters to be half-round, painted black, with round downspouts, 
painted black, to match those on the existing house. All trim, fascia boards, 
and soffits to be painted off-white to match the trim on the existing house. 
All new windows and sliding patio doors to be aluminum-clad wood with a 
dark bronze finish. Windows to be 2-over-2 double-hung to match the ex-
isting house, with the exception of a small casement window at the master 
toilet and casements at the corner window unit in the master bath. All new 
railings to be custom steel picket railings, painted black. The new chimney 
for the gas fireplace is to have housing with lap siding painted to match the 
existing house. The wood decking and steps will be either ipe or cumaru, 
with horizontal wood plank skirting to match.

All of the existing fences on the site will remain, with the exception of an 11’ 
stretch of wood picket fencing that abuts the existing screened porch.

The overall appearance of the addition will match the existing house. Due 
to the narrow lot, and to the proximity of the neighboring houses on either 
side, the addition will be only slightly visible from the street. The addition 
increases the built mass to open area ratio from 21.1% to 30.6%; the hous-
es on this block range from 18.2% to 40.1%, with an average of 28.8%, so the 
proposed ratio is typical for the block. 609 Polk Street has already had sev-
eral additions to the rear, as have all 5 of the identical houses on this block. 
613 Polk Street in particular has a similarly sized footprint to what is pro-
posed for 609 Polk Street.

DESCRIPTION OF WORK

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIALS

The major work design approved per COA-0062-2023 included a wood stair 
behind the new screened porch. We request to rotate this stair 90 degrees 
so that it no longer encroaches on the existing garden area.

MINOR WORK DESCRIPTION

PREVIOUSLY APPROVED MAJOR WORK DESCRIPTION IN BLACK
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EXISTING PHOTOS -

ELEVATIONS
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609 POLK ST
EXISTING PHOTOS - 
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609 POLK ST
EXISTING PHOTOS - 

STRUCTURES IN BACKYARD

PERGOLA & PATIO CHICKEN RUN
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609 POLK ST
EXISTING PHOTOS - 

RELATIONSHIPS TO PROPERTY LINES

PROXIMITY OF ADJACENT NON-HISTORIC ADDITION AT 611 POLK ST PROXIMITY OF HISTORIC HOUSE TO WEST PROPERTY LINE

PROXIMITY OF ADJACENT NON-HISTORIC ADDITION AT 611 POLK ST PROXIMITY OF MECH UNIT TO WEST PROPERTY LINE

EAST PROPERTY LINE IS BEHIND FENCE

611 POLK ST MECH UNIT IS DIRECTLY 
ADJACENT TO EAST PROPERTY LINE
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