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613 Polk Street Minor Work Application 

We are experiencing significant stormwater issues resulting in crawl space flooding and excessive 
humidity inside of our home. To remedy these issues, we need to redesign our gutter and stormwater 
drainage system, integrating it into our retaining walls.  
Section 1.4/Page 25 Topic: Fences & Walls Description:  

− Alteration/Construction of walls 42” or less in height: Remove the existing stucco retaining wall 
(not original) and rebuild it with brick facing and concrete block caps. 

o A new retaining wall will be built using concrete block with brick facing (Statesville Brick – 
Chestnut Blend) and a concrete cap. New Retaining Wall Dimensions: Left Wing: 3’ L, Wall 
(Left side of steps): 21’ L, Wall (Right side of steps): 16’6” L, Wall Adjacent to Driveway 25’ L 
with stair cut out.  

o Cap Dimensions: (15” wide, extending 1.5” over each side). Cap will be made of ready-mix 
concrete sourced from a local supplier. 

o Install gray granite cobblestone edging along the left property line, tying into the retaining 
wall to demarcate from the neighbor’s yard. Cobblestones are sized 5x5x9. 

o A major encroachment application has been submitted to the City and will be reviewed by 
Town Council on December 2, 2025. 

− Alteration of Shrubbery affecting less than 25% of the front yard area: Extend grass to the edge of 
the retaining wall. Remove two crepe myrtles and one unknown bush/tree that will interfere with 
the walkway and drainage line (all with a combined stem girth of less than 8 inches in diameter), 
replace with a Japanese maple tree. 

− Lightly grade yard between the front wall and the house to be level for proper water management 
and prevent excess runoff (in line with levelly graded yards at 605 & 609 Polk). 

− Alteration of gutters and downspouts: Tie front gutters into a perforated drainage pipe that will 
discharge through weep holes in the base of the brick retaining wall. 

 
Section 1.5/Page 26 Topic: Walkways Description: 

- Alterations of existing walks: Remove existing concrete porch landing and walkway. Replace 
concrete landing with traditional brick pavers in a herringbone pattern (all walkway bricks will be 
Pine Hall Brick – English Edge F/R 4x8). Construct the primary walkway from the sidewalk to the 
house with traditional brick pavers five feet wide.  

- Construction of new walk: Construct a secondary walkway, three feet wide, branching from the 
primary walkway towards the driveway, also using the same traditional brick pavers in a 
herringbone pattern. 

- Alteration of Exterior Steps: Re-pour existing steps connecting the primary walkway to the 
sidewalk in concrete approximately five feet wide. This has been included in our Major 
Encroachment Application to the City. 

- Construction of new exterior steps: Add a set of concrete steps (matching the primary walkway 
steps) connecting the secondary walkway to the driveway approximately three feet wide. 

 
Section 1.7/Page 30 Topic: Lighting Description: 

- Installation of Exterior Lighting Fixtures: Add simple, discreet low voltage LED footlights at 
primary, secondary and entrance steps. Two lights flanking each step, evenly spaced.   Add 4 



   
 

   
 

discreet low voltage directional bullet lighting to illuminate the Japanese maple. All lighting will be 
on a dusk to dawn timer that can be adjusted as needed. 

 
  



   
 

   
 

Alteration/Construction of Exterior Entrance Steps & Walls 42” or less in height Photos 
 

 
 
  

Current retaining wall, steps and walkway 



   
 

   
 

 

   
 
  

View of left side of retaining wall 
and neighbor's driveway 

Left view of current retaining wall  



   
 

   
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right view of retaining wall 

Right view of current retaining wall 



   
 

   
 

 

Photos of proposed retaining wall, cobblestone edging, and steps 
 
 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
Alteration of Shrubbery Affecting less than 25% of the Front Yard Area Photos 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
  

Crepe mrytle to be 
removed near front left of 
house 



   
 

   
 

Proposed maple tree replacement and views of grass extending to edge of retaining wall 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  



   
 

   
 

Installation of Exterior Lighting Fixtures Photos 
 

 
 

 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

Materials Used 
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