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Project Summary

This application is for the Schematic Design for Phase One development at the Latta University Historic Park.

The Latta University Historic Park(LUHP) contributes to a rich history that deepens our understanding of
African-American life in Raleigh at the turn of the 20th century. Reverend Morgan London Latta, one of the
first graduates of Shaw University, founded Latta University in 1892. The university served Raleigh's African-
American community until it closed in 1922, educating hundreds of young men and women and providing
refuge for hundreds of orphaned children. The Rev. M.L. Latta House, once located on this site, was the last
remaining historic structure from Latta University. The house was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 2002, but was tragically lost to a fire in 2007. Following the fire, the 2-acre property where the Latta
House once stood was donated to the City of Raleigh for use a public park.

The LUHP Master Plan was adopted by City Council in March 2020. The Master Plan for the LUHP applied for
a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA-0162-2019) and was approved by the Certificate of Appropriateness
Committee of the Raleigh Historic Development Commission on February 27, 2020. The COA was approved
with the following conditions:

1. That there be no demolition delay for the removal of the trees
2. That archaeological guidance be received from the Office of State Archaeology and submitted to RHDC

staff prior to plan implementation
3. That new COA application(s) be filed for the new landscape and hardscape features; design and materials
of the new architectural elements including pavilion, signage, and other miscellaneous features.

City staff then proceeded to seek guidance from the Office of State Archeology (see attached). As they
recommend, we will be contacting their office again once construction of Phase One begins.

Phase One elements include:
« An educational walking path made of Chapel Hill Grit featuring interpretive signage that celebrates the

legacy of Rev. Latta

« Memorializing the historical footprint of the Latta House with an inset granite & brick outline
« Park benches and ornamental gardens to enhance the park’s atmosphere of comfort and serenity

« Removal of dead & dangerous trees, invasive species removal, and Oak, Dogwood, & Redbud plantings to
help maintain the site’s tree canopy and protect the park’s natural beauty

« An enhanced site entrance, calling greater attention to this historic space and creating a more welcoming
and dignified moment of arrival to the park



Existing Site Conditions

The site is scattered with mature hardwood trees and young planted trees and shrubs with a maintained
grass understory. There is a also grass field where the Latta House used to reside. The frontage along Parker
Street includes a landscaped bed with a low slate border. A portion of the plants on site are considered
invasive species.
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There is a historic well that is capped by concrete, as well as a historical marker constructed out of bricks
salvaged from the Latta House. The site also includes an outdoor grill that is in poor shape and not original

to the Latta site.




Latta University Site: 1892 - 1922

Former site of Latta University in Oberlin Village.
Founded in 1892 by Reverend Morgan London
Latta, the Unlversity primarily served orphaned
African-American boys and girls. A former slave
and also a Shaw graduate, Reverend Latta built his
home on this site in 1905, Latta University operated
unfil 1922 and Included an industrial department
and night school that belfeved [a the prineiple of
achieving economic power through education. At its
height Latta University contained up to 23 bulldings
and could accommoadate 1400 students. After the
unlversity closed the land was sald and dlspersed
and only the Latta House remainéd. The house was
destroyed by fire in 2007, The archeologlcal site has
been designated a Raleigh Historle Landmark and 1s
listed in the Natlonal Register of Historle Places,

Historical Marker
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Site Context: Oberlin Village

Free African-Americans established a settlement
along Oberlin Road in the 1850s prior to the Civil
War. Oberlin Village was officially established in the
late 1860s when white landowners, including Lewis
W. Peck and Timathy F. Lee, subdivided land along
Oberlin Road and sold lots to newly freed African-
Americans. By the 1880s there were roughly 150
households within Oberlin Village. The main social
node of the village was along Oberlin Road between
Mayview Road and Bedford Avenue. Latta University
was centrally located in the heart of Oberlin Village.

Over the years, development has erased much of
Oberlin Village's physical and historical landscape.
When Cameron Village Shopping Center was built
in the early 1950s and Oberlin Road became a major
thoroughfare, Oberlin Village started to disappear

block-by-block and house-by-house. In 1958, the
Oberlin Road overpass spanning Wade Avenue

was built and Oberlin Village was split in two. This
was part of a larger trend of Urban Renewal in the
country which disproportionately displaced African-
American communities.

Many descendants of the original villagers are
working to ensure that Oberlin Village is preserved
and its history told. From 1992-1996, many
Oberlin Village Houses received Historic Landmark
designation by the Raleigh Historic Development
Commission. In 2011, the Friends of Oberlin Village
was founded with a mission to "Preserve, Honor,
Educate.” Preservation North Carolina recently
acquired, relocated, and renovated the Plummer T.
Hall House and the Willis Graves House for use as
its Headquarters Office.
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Site Context: Oberlin Village Historic Overlay District

In 2017, the Friends of Oberlin Village petitioned the City of Raleigh to designate Oberlin Village with a
Historic Overlay District (HOD). HODs are zoning overlays that preserve and enhance neighborhoods with
identified historic assets. This is accomplished through a design review process that prioritizes preservation
of historic building features and overall external appearance. Regulations in HODs provide specific guidance
on building materials, landscaping, and architectural features. The map below shows the boundary of the
Oberlin Village HOD.
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State Historic Preservation Office - Response Letter

North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources

State Historic Preservation Office

Ramona M. Bartos, Administrator
Governor Roy Cooper Office of Archives and History
Secretary Susi H. Hamilton Deputy Secretary Kevin Cherry

May 20, 2020

Emma Liles emma.liles@raleighnec.gov
City of Raleigh

Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources
222 West Hargett Street
Raleigh, NC 27602

Re: Mastet Plan for Latta University Historic Park, Raleigh, Wake County, ER 20-0884
Dear Ms. Liles:

‘Thank you for your Aptil 27, 2020, submission concerning the above-teferenced project. We have reviewed
the materials provided and offer the following comments.

Intact archaeological deposits associated with the Reverend M.L. Latta House and Latta University Site
(31WA1765) are present in the histotic park. We concur with the recommendations of EST archaeologists
Scott Seibel and Terri Russ regarding site 31WA1765, which are based on archival research and fieldwork
conducted in 2009, While the M.L. Latta House was not listed in the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion D, we concur that the archaeological deposits contribute to the significance of the property
because they have the potential to yield valuable and unique information tegarding the Latta University and
African-American culture in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The project archaeologists determined that the likelihood for significant archaeological deposits varied across
the propetty, with the westetn portion of the tract containing intact cultural features. This area is specified in
the Master Plan (page 16) as an atea of limited disturbance due to its archaeological significance. While we
concut that limited ground disturbance should take place in this area, we do not concur with this statement:

If this area is disturbed, then special care should be given to any recovered site historic resources
to preserve them.

We do tecommend that any significant features on the propetty be presetved. However, in order to
accomplish this, we recommend that the Office of State Archaeology be contacted through this office well in
advance of any ground disturbance in the portion of the property demonstrated to contain intact deposits.
Based on the planned depth and extent of the proposed ground disturbing activities, archaeological
investigations may be tecommended in advance of construction ot planting. In other cases, archaeological
monitoring of ground-distutbing activities may be recommended. If intact features are identified,
presetvation by avoidance will be recommended. If preservation is not feasible, the identified feature may be
excavated under the supervision of a professional archaeologist to obtain important information about the
Latta household and University. We also suggest that any archaeological investigations that are recommended
be conducted in a manner that involves the intetested public and stakeholder community.

Location: 109 East Jones Street, Raleigh NC 27601~ Mailing Address: 4617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 276994617 Telephone/Fax: (919) 807-6570/807-6599
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In order to facilitate this review process, please submit plans, maps, and project details to

environmental.review(@ncdcr.gov (see https://files.nc.gov/ncder/historic-presetvation-office/
environmental-review/Project Review Checklist.pdf). Undertakings contained in the Master Plan that have

the potential to cause ground disturbance include the construction of walking paths, the installation of
signage, memotializing the histotical footprint of the Latta House, att installations, patio and pavilion
construction, the development of ornamental gardens, and tree succession plantings.

We concur that a permanent datum be installed at site 31WA1765, as per Seibel and Russ’s (2009)
recommendation, as noted on page 127 of the Master Plan.

The above comments are made pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s Regulations for Compliance with Section 106 codified

at 36 CFR Part 800.

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration. If you have questions concerning the above comment,
contact Renee Gledhill-Eatley, environmental review coordinator, at 919-814-6579 or
environmental.review(@ncdcr.gov. In all future communication concerning this project, please cite the above

referenced tracking number.

Sincerely,

(Zesan, PhedWl-Cadlieny
Ramona Bartos, Deputy
State Historic Preservation Officer
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Phase One Elements

Enhanced Entrance

New signage, flower beds, and concrete pathways
at the Parker St. entrance will create a gateway
to the site, that signals to users that they have
entered the Latta University Historic Park. There

will also be added improvements to the Tower St.

entrance to help provide access and to indicate it
as a secondary entrance to the site.

Interpretive Path

Once visitors have entered the park they will
find themselves on an educational walking path
that forms a loop through the site. The path
will transition from the concrete entrances to
Chapel Hill Grit with Aluminum edging. Along the
educational walking path, there will be interpretive
signage describing the life of Reverend Latta
and how Latta University functioned. Themes
and content of the signage will be decided by
the Interpretive Plan developed by the Historic
Resources & Museum Program.

Latta House Outline

As the park visitor travels north along the path
from the main entrance on Parker Street, they will
come along the Latta House inset outline. The
outline will be made with granite primarily, but
will also feature reclaimed bricks from the Latta
House foundation where there were doorways
into the house. Across the path from the Latta
House outline, visitors will be able to reflect on the
history of the site while resting on park benches.
The benches will follow the City of Raleigh park
bench standard for historic parks, and will feature
wrought iron legs.

Central Open Space and Tree Canopy.

In addition to the hardscape improvements and
historic interpretation, the site will also continue
to provide a central open space of a grassy field
so that park visitors can picnic, play, and enjoy
the natural beauty of the site while reflecting on
& celebrating its important historic significance.
All along the central grassy field, the site will be
heavily wooded with large Oak trees, and flowering
understory trees such as Redbuds & Dogwoods.
This will create a beautiful and serene atmosphere
for enjoying the educational walking path and other
elements of the Latta University Historic Park

Archaeological Datum

This datum will replace the temporary datum
left after the 2009 Archaeological Survey. It will
allow any future archaeological investigations
on the property to tie in with the 2009 findings,
specifically allowing future investigators to easily
relocate shovel tests and excavation unit locations
and to ensure that an accurate plan of the site is
maintained.
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Phase One Schematic Design
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