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COA-0186-2018
1001 WADE AVENUE

RALEIGH HISTORIC
LANDMARK

APPLICANT:
PATRICK NERZ FOR
EMPIRE IN THE OCCIDENT, LLC

Nature of Project: 
Install signage; alter patio; 
install windows
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
COA-0186-2018 1001 WADE AVENUE 
Applicant: PATRICK NERZ FOR EMPIRE IN THE OCCIDENT LLC 
Received: 11/7/18 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  2/5/2019 1) 12/27/2018 2)  3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Raleigh Historic Landmark: OCCIDENTAL LIFE INSURANCE BUILDING 
Nature of Project: Install signage; remove three trees; alter patio; install windows 
Staff Notes:  

• Ordinarily, review of a sign installation is eligible for minor work approval by staff. 
However, the size of the proposed signage on the structure, in staff’s judgment, is 
substantial. According to the commission’s Bylaws and Rules of Procedure, Article XVI, 
“Staff will refer Minor Work projects to the commission for review if in staff’s judgment 
the change involves alterations, additions, or removals that are substantial, do not meet 
the guidelines, or are of a precedent-setting nature.”  

 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 

Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.3 Site Features and Plantings Alter patio; remove three trees 
1.8 Signage Install signage 
2.7 Windows and Doors Install windows 

            
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 
 
A. The installation of signage and removal of three trees is not incongruous in concept 

according to Guidelines 1.3.2, 1.3.9, 1.8.2, 1.8.3, 1.8.5, 1.8.7, 1.8.8, 1.8.11, and the following 

suggested facts: 

1* The property is a 1956 International style office building. 

2* The applicant has dimensioned plans of the original signage that will be used in the 

fabrication of the new signage. 

3* The proposed signage is to be an accurate reproduction of the building’s original signage. 
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4* The proposed signage will be constructed of stainless steel.  This is a traditional signage 

material. 

5* Each letter will be 5’ tall and have a 5” line width.  The width of each letter and the total 

width of the sign is not indicated in the application.     

6* The original signage on the building was present on the east façade and at the top of the 

building on the south façade.  Only the east façade signage is proposed to be installed. 

7* The “Occidental” portion of the original signage will be fabricated and installed.  The 

smaller “Life Insurance Company” text will be omitted. 

8* The applicant proposes to install the new signage in the same location as the original 

signage and, if possible, will use the original mounting locations or will install the signage 

through the joints between the façade’s limestone panels. 

9* The applicant proposes the removal of three Crepe Myrtle trees. 

10* The trees were planted at some point after the Occidental Life Insurance Company vacated 

the building in 1970 and the tree canopy now covers the original location of the Occidental 

signage.   

11* The trees are not integral to the significance of the landmark.  According to the Landmark 

Designation Report (which is also the National Register Nomination) the building is 

significant for its architecture as the earliest major International Style office building in 

Raleigh. Its period of significance is its year of completion, 1956. 

12* The applicant provided two undated photographs of the building that show the appearance 

of the east façade prior to the Crepe Myrtles being planted. 

 

B. The alteration of the patio and installation of two windows is not incongruous in concept 

according to Guidelines 1.3.1, 1.3.2, 1.3.4, 1.3.12, 2.7.9, and the following suggested facts: 

1* The alteration of a patio and installation of new windows are typically minor work items 

and have been added to this application for administrative efficiency. The application 

additionally mentions the addition of benches and other outdoor furniture pieces.  

Installation of furniture does not require a COA. 

2* The applicant proposes the replacement in kind of the patio concrete.  The concrete will 

match the existing un-weathered concrete located under the eaves. 
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3* Four concrete and brick planters are proposed to be installed on the patio.   

4* The planters are 18” tall and 15” deep. 

5* The planter materials are proposed to match existing materials found on site: the brick is 

proposed to match the existing brick and the concrete top is proposed to match the 

dimensions of the concrete trim located on the building. 

6* The applicant proposes the installation of two new windows on the west façade of the 

building.  This elevation is considered the rear of the building, though it today faces 

Graham Street.  This part of Graham Street does not appear on a 1959 street map of Raleigh. 

7* The windows are proposed to match the style of two windows that were added during a 

1980s renovation (per the Landmark Report) to maintain a distinction between the original 

structure and the alterations. Specifications were not provided. 

 

Staff suggests that the committee approve the application with the following conditions: 

1. That there be no delay on the demolition of the trees, 

2. That details and specifications for the following be provided to and approved by staff 

prior to issuance of the blue placard: 

a. Window Specifications 
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