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400 E LANE STREET

RIGHT-OF-WAY

OAKWOOD HISTORIC
DISTRICT (HOD-G)

APPLICANT:
CITY OF RALEIGH DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION

Nature of Project:
Install bikeshare station docks 
and wayfinding panel
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APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS – STAFF REPORT 
 
COA-0187-2018 400 E LANE STREE RIGHT-OF-WAY 
Applicant: CITY OF RALEIGH DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Received: 10/12/2018 Meeting Date(s): 
Submission date + 90 days:  1/10/2019 1) 12/27/2018 2)   3)  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPLICATION 
 
Historic District: OAKWOOD HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Zoning: General HOD 
Nature of Project: Install bikeshare docking station and wayfinding panel 
Staff Notes: 

• After-the-fact applications are reviewed as though the work has not been completed. 
• COAs mentioned are available for review. 

 
 

APPLICABLE SECTIONS OF GUIDELINES and DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 
 

Sections Topic Description of Work 
1.1 Public Rights-of-Way & 

Alleys 
Install bikeshare docking station and wayfinding 
panel 

1.3 Site Features and Plantings Install bikeshare docking station and wayfinding 
panel  

1.8 Signage Install wayfinding panel 

            
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Based on the information contained in the application and staff’s evaluation: 
 

A. Installing bikeshare docking station and a wayfinding panel are not incongruous in concept 

according to Guidelines 1.1.1, 1.3.9, 1.8.5, 1.8.7; however, installing a wayfinding panel is 

incongruous according to Guidelines 1.1.6, 1.1.7, 1.1.14, 1.3.9, 1.3.11, 1.8.2, and the following 

suggested facts: 

1* The character of Oakwood is primarily single-family residential with occasional small-scale 

neighborhood commercial and institutional structures.  The historic relationship of the 

streetscape to the residential properties is well preserved. 

2* The application proposes the installation of a bikeshare docking station.  The docking 

station is part of a larger system of docking stations, one of which is to be located at the non-
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historic GoRaleigh Station and was approved as a Minor Work (COA-0189-2018).  There are 

discrepancies in the application that reference the GoRaleigh site instead of the proposed 

location. 

3* In “Things to Consider As You Plan” of section 1.1 in the Design Guidelines, consideration 

should be given to the proliferation of street elements that may “result in visual clutter that 

bears little resemblance to the original appearance and clearly diminishes the historic 

character of the districts.”  Additionally, it states “In reviewing new or replacement features, 

such as streetlights, street furniture…compatibility with the character of the historic district 

should be considered in terms of location, design, materials, color, and scale.”  

4* The docking station is proposed to be located in the right-of-way in front of the property at 

222 N Bloodworth Street.  The docking station will be located within the space of an on-

street parking space. A site plan was provided. 

5* Bicycle racks and corrals are typically located in commercial corridors rather than single-

family residential areas. 

6* Staff is unaware of any other bike racks or corrals within the Oakwood neighborhood. 

7* The docking station is 25’11” long, 3’ wide, and 2’ tall.   

8* A wayfinding panel can be attached to the docking station. The wayfinding panel is 90” tall, 

36” wide, and 17” deep. It is not illuminated. 

9* It is unclear whether the applicant is proposing the panel to be included or not. Information 

was included on the appearance of the docking station with the wayfinding panel and 

without the panel.   

10* If the wayfinding panel is not included, a pangolin is installed.  A pangolin is similar in 

height and width to an individual dock.  It appears as a rectangular metal box adjacent to 

the docking bays. 

11* The panel and docking station are grey and black metal.  The wayfinding panel has a glass 

pane on each side.  At the top of the wayfinding panel is a black metal sign that indicates the 

name of the station in white lettering.  

12* The panel and docking station will not be screened from view. 

13* The sign faces are proposed to be located perpendicular to the right-of-way so that they do 

not directly face the street. 
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14* Six white plastic flexible posts are proposed to be located around the docking station.  Only 

5 posts are indicated on the site plan. 

15* Evidence was not provided to support the installation of sign of the proposed size and scale. 

 
Staff suggest that the committee deny the installation of the wayfinding panel and approve the 

remainder of the application. 
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