


What is affordable housing? 
Housing is affordable when a household spends no more than 

30% of their income for housing costs like rent, mortgage, 

and utilities. 

Affordable housing can be: 

• Subsidized, meaning that it is funded in part by public or

private non-profit dollars.

• Unsubsidized, meaning that it is naturally occurring in the

market (often called "naturally occurring affordable housing"

or "NOAH")
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If you lined up every household in the Raleigh area in order from 

least to most income, the area median income (AMI) is the 

amount in the middle. 

AMI is used to determine eligibility for affordable housing 

programs. These programs are targeted to households earning 

below 80% AMI, with some programs intended for lower 

AMI levels. 

We can think of the affordable housing landscape as a continuum 

that shows the range of affordable housing options available 

to residents: 
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The City's affordable housing programs focus primarily on the 

development of affordable rental units as well as support for 

homelessness initiatives and first-time homebuyers with 

low incomes. 
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