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Tonight’s Agenda 
• Update process overview 
• Resilience in the Comprehensive Plan  
• Resilience in the Update 
• Your turn to weigh in 
• Next steps 

 
 



The Update Process 

1. Due Diligence 
2. Outreach and In-reach 
3. White Paper on proposed revisions 
4. Public Comment 
5. Plan Drafting 
6. Public Comment 
7. Final Review & Adoption 
 



Where we are now 
• Public Comment 

– 5 public meetings on specific topics 
• Wednesday, June 7: Resilience 
• Wednesday, June 14: Housing 
• Tuesday, June 20: Development Transitions 
• Tuesday, June 27: Transportation 
• Tuesday, July 11: Sustainability 

• Visit the web page and comment 
– Go to www.raleighnc.gov and search 

‘Comprehensive Plan Update’ 
 

http://www.raleighnc.gov/


10 Significant Changes 
1. Graphic redesign 
2. Key Policies 
3. Height & 

Transitions 
4. Transit Plan 
5. Resiliency 

 

6. Affordable Housing 
7. Water Supply 
8. Local Food Systems 
9. Downtown Element 
10.Area Plans 



Resilience 
“An operational philosophy that seeks to 
identify challenges before they arise and 
effectively prioritize strategic investments and 
community capacity building to better adapt to, 
respond, and recover from unforeseen events.”  



In other words. . . 

• Be prepared! 
• Take action before the worst 

happens 
• Have a plan for operating 

when resources, facilities, or 
services are disrupted 



Raleigh’s Resilience Challenges 

• Extreme Storm Events 
– Wind, flooding 

• Climate 
– Drought, heat 

• Energy 
• Others? 

 
 



Resilience in the Comprehensive Plan 

Environmental Protection 
• Energy Security  
• Climate Change Preparedness 
• Water Conservation 
• Flood Reduction and Preparedness 
• Tree Canopy Conservation and Growth 
• Biodiversity 

 
 
 

 



Resilience in the Comprehensive Plan 

Public Utilities 
• Drought preparedness 
• Water reuse and reclamation 
• Water Conservation 
• Waste-to-energy 
• Rainwater collection 
• Alternative and Renewable Energy 

 

 



Example #1: Operations 

 

Policy EP 1.2 
 
Alternative Transportation Options  
 
Promote the adoption of alternative fuel vehicles 
and advanced transportation technologies, both 
public and private. (5) 
  



Vehicle Fuels 

What: Diversify vehicle fuels 
 
Why: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
have more options if fuel supply is disrupted 



Example #2: Resilience 
 

Action EP 9.8 
 
Community Gardening Grants  
 

Administer a grants program to help 
distribute funds to non-profits and 
community organizations that manage 
community gardens in Raleigh.  

  

 

Action EP 9.9 
 
Community Gardening Feasibility Study 
 

Conduct a study to determine locations where 
community gardens would provide the most 
benefit to the surrounding community. Lower 
income communities classified as food 
deserts which have historically had issues 
related to environmental justice should be 
given the highest priority, when allocating 
funding and resources for community 
gardens.  

  



Food Systems 

What: Encourage and strategically locate 
community gardens 
 
Why: Increase local food production and reduce 
food scarcity 



Example #3: Stormwater 

 

Action EP 4.5 
 
Watershed Studies 
 

Complete watershed studies to identify 
existing and future flooding hazards along 
with water quality needs and erosion 
concerns along with prioritized actions, 
measures, and capital improvement projects 
to improve conditions.  

 



Watershed Studies 
What: Include flood hazards, surface water 
quality protection and improvement, and capital 
improvement program recommendations in 
watershed studies 
 
Why: Identify and mitigate flood risks to life and 
property, improve water quality in streams and 
lakes, and make cost effective investments 





Revision Topic Areas 
Environmental Protection 
1. STAR Communities 
2. Resilience 
3. Building Rating Systems (LEED, etc.) 
4. Alternative Energy and Transport 
5. Green Infrastructure/Low Impact Development 
6. Urban Forestry 
7. Food Systems 

 



Revision Topic Areas 

Public Utilities 
1. New Water Sources 
2. Safe Drinking Water 
3. Drainage Basin Plans 

 



At This Meeting 

• Topic tables 
• Idea maps 
• Draft documents 
• Staff 

– Facilities and Fleet Management 
– Stormwater Management 
– Public Utilities 
– Office of Sustainability 



What’s Next? 
• Visit the web page and send comments on 

draft elements 
– Go to www.raleighnc.gov and search 

‘Comprehensive Plan Update’ 
• Attend other update meetings 

– Wednesday, June 14: Housing 
– Tuesday, June 20: Development Transitions 
– Tuesday, June 27: Transportation 
– Tuesday, July 11: Sustainability 

http://www.raleighnc.gov/
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