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Tonight’s Agenda 
• Update process overview 
• Sustainability in the Comprehensive Plan  
• Sustainability in the Update 
• Your turn to weigh in 
• Next steps 

 
 



The Update Process 

1. Due Diligence 
2. Outreach and In-reach 
3. White Paper on proposed revisions 
4. Public Comment 
5. Plan Drafting 
6. Public Comment 
7. Final Review & Adoption 
 



Where we are now 
• Public Comment 

– 5 public meetings on specific topics 
• Wednesday, June 7: Resilience 
• Wednesday, June 14: Housing 
• Tuesday, June 20: Development Transitions 
• Tuesday, June 27: Transportation 
• Tuesday, July 11: Sustainability 

• Visit the web page and comment 
– Go to www.raleighnc.gov and search 

‘Comprehensive Plan Update’ 
 

http://www.raleighnc.gov/


10 Significant Changes 
1. Graphic redesign 
2. Key Policies 
3. Height & 

Transitions 
4. Transit Plan 
5. Resiliency 

 

6. Affordable Housing 
7. Water Supply 
8. Local Food Systems 
9. Downtown Element 
10. Area Plans 





• Environmental Stewardship 
• Economic Strength 
• Social Integrity 

Sustainability 



Sustainability 
“[Meeting] the needs of current and future generations without 
compromising the ecosystems upon which they depend by 
balancing social, economic, and environmental resources, 
incorporating resilience, and linking local actions to regional and 
global concerns.” 

-American Planning Association  



Sustainability 

Intergenerational 
Equity 

Resource 
Management Resilience 

Systemic 
Approach 



Sustainability in the Comprehensive Plan 

Environmental Protection 
• Energy Security  
• Climate Change Preparedness 
• Water Conservation 
• Tree Canopy Conservation and Growth 
• Biodiversity 

 
 
 

 



Sustainability in the Comprehensive Plan 

Public Utilities 
• Drought preparedness 
• Water reuse and reclamation 
• Water Conservation 
• Waste-to-energy 
• Rainwater collection 
• Alternative and Renewable Energy 

 

 



Revision Topic Areas 
Environmental Protection 
1. STAR Communities 
2. Resilience 
3. Building Rating Systems (LEED, etc.) 
4. Alternative Energy and Transport 
5. Green Infrastructure/Low Impact Development 
6. Urban Forestry 
7. Food Systems 

 



Revision Topic Areas 

Public Utilities 
1. New Water Sources 
2. Safe Drinking Water 
3. Drainage Basin Plans 

 



STAR Communities 

8 Goal 
Areas 

48 
Objectives 

541 Preliminary 
Steps, 

Outcomes, and 
Actions 

720 possible points 



38 STAR-Certified Cities  
Select Cities by Certification 

5-STAR 4-STAR 3-STAR 

Baltimore, MD 
Northampton, MA 
Seattle, WA 
 
 

Raleigh, NC 
Austin, TX 
Memphis, TN 
Portland, OR 
Washington, DC 

Atlanta, GA 
Birmingham, AL 
Houston, TX 
Phoenix, AZ 



STAR Action Example 



STAR Results (2015) 
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At This Meeting 

• Topic tables 
• Draft documents 
• Staff 

– Facilities and Fleet Management 
– Stormwater Management 
– Public Utilities 
– Office of Sustainability 



What’s Next? 
• Visit the web page and send comments on 

draft elements 
– Go to www.raleighnc.gov and search 

‘Comprehensive Plan Update’ 

http://www.raleighnc.gov/
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