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1. Bus Rapid Transit and Equitable Development around Transit
Å BRT
Å Goals of this project
Å What we heard

2. Growing Equitably around Transit
Å Allowing people to live and work in walkable neighborhoods near BRT
Å Affordability and equity

3. What happens next

4. Open house/discussions

Agenda



Expand Frequent Service

Expand existing frequent (15 mins) bus service from 17 to 
83 miles. 

Commuter Rail 

Develop 37-mile system with service from Garner to 
Downtown Raleigh, N.C. State University, Cary, Morrisville 
and the Research Triangle Park continuing to Durham. 

Bus Rapid Transit 

Implement 20 miles of Bus Rapid Transit. 

Wake County Transit Plan: Funded 2016



What is Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)?
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Å oɊʧ ȽʎǥȖ Ɋȍ ʆȖǳ ǥȜʆʭṭɸ ȍʎʆʎɰǳ ȎɰɊʧʆȖ ɸȖɊʎȴǬ Ǥǳ 
accommodated near BRT?

Å How do we ensure benefits are shared?

Purpose of the Study

Issue Opportunity



Why Plan Around BRT? Opportunity = Growth



wŀƭŜƛƎƘΩǎ 
History: 
Growing 
Outward
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As commutes grow 
ƭƻƴƎŜǊ Χ

Demand for places closer to 
opportunity goes up

As commutes grow 
ƭƻƴƎŜǊ Χ

Demand for walkable places 
closer to opportunity rises

Implications: Housing Affordability



Housing: Why is the Rent So High?



hƴŜ wŜŀǎƻƴΥ ²ƘŜƴ ¢ƘŜǊŜ !ǊŜƴΩǘ 9ƴƻǳƎƘ IƻƳŜǎΣ 
Everyone Competes For Them ςand Rent Goes Up 



People Get Priced Out of the City and Travel Farther 
to Get to Work



More Housing is Part of the Solution (But Not the 
Only One)



Question is not whether Raleigh grows, but how

Grow More Around Transit Grow More Around Driving

What are the Trade-Offs?

Wake County has 1.1 million people and is projected to grow by 

600,000 people by 2040 

Raleigh is closing in on 500,000 and is projected to grow by up 

200,000 people by 2040



Understanding the Trade-Offs

Grow More Around Driving

¶Means less change around transit 

stations

¶Likely means more change in places 

such as Brier Creek or other areas on 

the edges of the city

¶More driving per person

¶Higher carbon and other air pollution 

emissions than growing around transit

¶Walking trips typically more 

recreational



Understanding the Trade-Offs

Grow More Around Transit

¶Means more change around transit stations

¶Less driving per person

¶Reduces carbon emissions and other air 

pollution

¶Allows more people to live a walkable lifestyle

¶Creates more housing options and 

opportunities for new affordable housing units 

near transit

¶Connects transit users to more job 

opportunities

¶Better supports the investment in transit



City Council recently set a goal for 
greenhouse gas reductions:

80% by 2050 

Sustainability



Community-wide Emission Sources

Main Sources of Emissions



Transportation Choices Affect Emissions

Carbon emissions per 
passenger-mile
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What We Heard: Outreach

¶Kickoff meeting

¶Two workshops

¶1000+ survey participants

¶Talking with riders at GoRaleighStation and on the bus

¶60,000+ postcards

¶5ƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ άǇƻǇ-ǳǇέ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ .w¢ 

events



What We Heard About Affordability

LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 

affordable housing options 

exist near BRT 84%
I strongly support taller 

buildings if that means more 

affordable housing is provided 72%
A broader range of housing 

types should be allowed in 

residential areas near BRT
85+%



What We Heard About Growing Around Transit

LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ wŀƭŜƛƎƘ 

allow new homes and jobs 

near BRT 95%

I live in a place where I can 

walk to destinations and fast, 

frequent transit exists 46%
I would like to live where I can 

walk to destinations and fast, 

frequent transit exists 88%



What We Heard: How MuchShould We Grow Around 
Transit?

<20%

20-30%

30+%



Station Place Type



Station Place Type: Emerging Urban Center



Station Place Type: Neighborhood Center



Station Place Type: Park, Campus



Grow around transit 75%

5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ2%
Some additional transit 

support
23%

What We Heard: How MuchShould We Grow 
Around Transit? A lot.



What Does Growing Around 

Transit LookLike?



In Core Station Areas, A Mix of Uses, An Active Street



Great, Active Public Spaces




















