


Thank you

• Part 1- Talk
• Part 2- Listen



Talk
• Scope of Work
• What is a survey
• Why survey
• What survey has been done
• Why an African American survey
• What are the products



An architectural survey update of historic buildings, 
sites, and neighborhoods important to African 

American history and heritage. This project will 
identify and document properties that have not been 
surveyed previously. Special emphasis will be placed 
on documenting churches and entertainment venues 

constructed between 1945 and 1975, properties 
associated with the Civil Rights Movement, and 

properties designed/constructed by African American 
architects and building professionals. The Biltmore 
Hills neighborhood also will be documented during 

this project. Raleigh’s 1975 municipal limits define the 
Study Area, which comprises roughly 33,000 acres. 





Historic Preservation Methodology

Document
Evaluate

Treat



Document (this is a survey)

• What exists?
• Where is it? (mapping)
• What does it look like? (photos)
• What are the basic facts? (address, age, 

type of construction, type of resource)



Evaluate (this is why we survey)

• Is this significant?
• Why is it significant?
• What story does it tell?
• Is it more significant than other resources?
• Has it been altered and to what extent?



Treat (this is also why we survey)
• Designate (National Register, Local Landmark)
• Rehabilitate
• Document intensively
• Plan 
• Interpret
• Protect (easement, covenant)
• Celebrate



What survey has been done?
• The Evolution of Raleigh's African-American 

Neighborhoods in the 19th and 20th Centuries 
(1988)

• Comprehensive Survey Phases 1 & 2 (1992)
• Comprehensive Survey Phase 3 (1992)
• The Development of Modernism in Raleigh, 

1945-1965 (2006)
• Non-Residential Raleigh’s 1945-1975 

Architecture  (2017)
• Selective Survey Update (2017)



There are 
4664 records 
for properties 
in the city of 
Raleigh in the 
state survey 
database





Why an African American Survey?







A consequence of the establishment 
and later destruction of Jim Crow laws 

was the creation of strong African 
American communities and resources, 

that were then often undercut and 
destroyed by integration.



What are the products?
• Fieldwork and Survey
• Conduct up to 10 oral history interviews 
• Prepare narratives that incorporate property-specific 

history gathered from field work, archival research, 
previous surveys, reports, or other historical 
documentation completed in the area

• Identify themes or locations related to African 
American history and heritage where there are gaps 
in knowledge 

• Identify properties for placement on the State’s 
Study List 





Listen

• General Questions?
• Whom should we interview?
• What places should we record?
• Any suggested places to research?
• Any places that don’t exactly fit the 

scope that we should note?



Listen

• General Questions?



Listen

• Whom should we interview?



Special emphasis will be placed on 
documenting churches and entertainment 

venues constructed between 1945 and 
1975, properties associated with the Civil 

Rights Movement, and properties 
designed/constructed by African American 

architects and building professionals



Listen

• What places should we record?
Neighborhoods, churches, entertainment 

venues, Civil Rights landmarks





Listen

• Any suggested places to research?



Listen

• Any places that don’t exactly fit the 
scope that we should note?



Thank you again
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