
ORDINANCE NO. (2022)  
TC-11-21 Parking Minimums, Maximums, and Mitigations 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE THE REGULATIONS FOR REQUIRED VEHICULAR 
PARKING 
 
WHEREAS, the Unified Development Ordinance specifies minimum vehicle parking 
requirements for certain uses; and 

 
WHEREAS, minimum vehicle parking requirements act as a subsidy for driving, which leads 
to more miles driven, increased carbon emissions, and worsened community health; and 
 
WHEREAS, minimum vehicle parking requirements increase the cost of housing and the cost 
of goods and services,  
 
WHEREAS, minimum vehicle parking requirements create an inequitable burden to residents 
who cannot afford or choose to do without cars,  

 
WHEREAS, minimum vehicle parking requirements can lead to the creation of unnecessary 
parking spaces, adding impervious surfaces and creating other unintended consequences;  
 
WHEREAS, large amounts of vehicle parking undermine walkability, degrade the urban 
landscape, create “heat island” effects, contribute to climate change, and 

 
WHEREAS, concerns about “spillover” parking can be addressed by residential parking 
permit districts and other targeted strategies;  

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
RALEIGH THAT: 
 
Section 1. Section 5.1.1.E Transit Overlays is hereby amended by removing the language shown 
in strikethrough: 

5.1.1.E.1.b The -TOD modifies the underlying district, height, frontage, and use standards to 
promote a vibrant pedestrian core by prohibiting certain incompatible uses, reducing required 
parking and limiting surface parking and requiring that buildings have a minimum of 2 stories. 

 

Section 2. Section 5.2.2. Metro-Park Overlay District is hereby amended by adding the language 
shown in the underlined and removing the language shown in strikethrough:  

5.2.2.G.3.d. Except where pre-existing structures, septic systems, wells, stormwater facilities, 
and vehicular surface drives and parking surfaces needed for UDO required off street parking 
vehicular spaces that do not exceed the maximum allowed in table 7.1.2.C prevent the planting 
of trees, tree conservation areas are established in accordance with Sections 5.2.2.C.1.a. and 
5.2.2.C.2. 



 

Section 3. Section 5.5.1 Transit Overlay District is hereby amended by adding the language 
shown in the underlined and removing the language shown in strikethrough:  

5.5.1.D Bicycle parking requirements for a -TOD are set forth in Sec. 7.1.3.B Article 7.1 Parking 

 

Section 4. Section 6.1.2 Use Determination is hereby amended by removing the language shown 
in strikethrough:  

6.1.2.A.8. Types of vehicles used and their parking demands requirements 

 

Section 5. Section 6.1.4. Allowed Principal Use Table is hereby amended by adding the 
language shown in the underlined and removing the language shown in strikethrough: 
 R-1 R-2 R-4 R-6 R-10 RX- OP- OX- NX- CX- DX- IX- CM- AP- IH- MH- Definition/ 

Use 
Standards 

PARKING, AS 
LISTED BELOW                 Sec. 6.4.7.A 

Commercial 
Parking Facility - - - - - - - P P P P P - - P - Sec 6.4.7.B 

Remote Parking 
Facility S S S S S L L L P S P L P L P L P - - L - Sec. 6.4.7.C 

 

Section 6. Section 6.4.7. Parking is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced by a new section 
as follows: 

A. Parking Use Category 

1. Defined 

Facilities that provide parking as a principal use, whether as remote parking for a principal use 
on a separate lot or as a principal use on the site. A fee may or may not be charged. 

2. Use Standards 

a. The parking facility must be located completely within a zoning district that permits the 
principal use that the parking is serving. 

b. Type A1 or A2 transitional protective yard (see Sec. 7.2.4.A.) must be established along any 
side of the property abutting a residential use. 

c. In an R-1, R-2, R-4, R-6, R-10 or R-X district, a fee may not be charged. 

 



Section 7. Section 6.4.10.D Food Truck is hereby amended by removing the language shown in 
strikethrough and renumbering accordingly: 

6.4.10.D.2.d. Food trucks and associated seating, if any, must not occupy parking spaces 
required to fulfill the minimum requirements of the principal use, unless the principal use’s hours 
of operation do not coincide with those of the food truck business. 

6.4.10.D.2.e. Food trucks and associated seating, if any, must not occupy parking spaces that 
may be leased to other businesses and uses to fulfill their minimum parking requirements. 

 

Section 8. Section 6.6.1 Agriculture is hereby amended by removing the language shown in 
strikethrough and renumbering accordingly: 

6.6.1.B.2.b.iii. No off-street parking shall be required for areas devoted to on site sales totaling 
600 square feet or less. One off-street parking space shall be provided for 601 square feet to 900 
square feet of area devoted to on-site sales activities. Two off-street parking spaces shall be 
provided for 901 square feet to 1,200 square feet of area devoted to on-site sales activities. Areas 
devoted to off-street parking shall be oriented to provide for safe pedestrian and vehicular 
circulation and arranged so that vehicular ingress and egress to the parking areas is by forward 
motion of the vehicle. On-site sales shall be exempt from the parking surfaces requirements and 
the required landscaping regulations. 

 

Section 9. Sec. 6.7.3. Additional Standards for Specific Accessory Uses is hereby amended by 
removing the language shown in strikethrough: 

6.7.3.E.14. One additional on-site parking space is required per live-work unit. 

6.7.3.G.7. Bicycle parking for the recreational uses shall be provided in accordance with Section 
7.1 Parking Sec. 7.1.2.C Parking Requirements by Use. However, the number of required 
parking spaces may be reduced by the ratio of the total parking required for the residential uses 
that are located within 400 feet of the recreation use to the total required parking for all 
residential uses in the development. 

 

Section 10. Section 6.8.2 Temporary Use Permit Required is hereby amended by removing the 
language shown in strikethrough: 

6.8.2.D.2.d. One off-street parking space shall be provided for every 200 square feet of area 
devoted to the produce stand activities, but no less than 3 parking spaces. Areas devoted to off-
street vehicular parking shall be oriented to provide for safe pedestrian and vehicular circulation 
and arranged so that vehicular ingress and egress to the parking areas is by forward motion of the 
vehicle. Produce stands shall be exempt from the parking surfaces requirements and the required 
landscaping regulations. 



6.8.2.F.2.e. The temporary mobile retail vehicle must be located within a parking area. The 
vehicle must not occupy parking spaces required to fulfill the minimum requirements of the 
principal use, unless the principal use’s hours of operation do not coincide with those of the 
mobile retail vehicle. 

6.8.2.F.2.f. Mobile retail vehicles must not occupy parking spaces that may be leased to other 
businesses and uses to fulfill their minimum parking requirements. 

 

Section 11. Sec. 7.1.1. Applicability is hereby amended by adding the language shown 
underlined and removing the language shown in strikethrough: 

7.1.1.A. General 

1. No permit for the construction, reconstruction, extension, repair or alteration of any building, 
structure or use of land and no building or land or any part of any building or land, may be 
occupied or used until bicycle and vehicle parking has been provided in accordance with the 
requirements of this UDO. 

2. As applied in this section and elsewhere, the term “parking” may mean both bicycle parking or 
vehicle parking. Where bicycle parking is the specific subject of a code section, the term 
“Bicycle Parking” will be used. If the term “parking” would create a lack of clarity, the term 
“Vehicle Parking” will be used. 

7.1.1.B Definitions 

1. Vehicle parking. This refers to cars, trucks, and similar vehicles. No parking is required for 
vehicles, but this code regulates the design and other aspects of any vehicular parking spaces 
that are provided. 

2. Bicycle parking. This refers to bicycles and scooters, whether motorized or not. 

7.1.1.B.C. Additions 

1. A building or site may be renovated or repaired without providing additional parking, 
provided there is no increase in gross floor area or improved site area. 

2. When a building, use or site is increased in gross floor area or improved site area by up to 25% 
cumulatively, any new bicycle parking that is required for the additional floor or site area or 
additional vehicular parking that is provided in the absence of any requirement shall comply with 
all of the related parking standards of this UDO. 

3. When the gross floor area or improved site area is increased by more than 25% cumulatively, 
both the existing use and the additional floor or site area must conform to the bicycle parking 
requirements of Sec. 7.1.2.C. 

4. When the gross floor area or improved site area is increased by more than 25% cumulatively, 
both the existing bicycle and vehicle parking and the new bicycle parking required for the 
additional floor or site area or vehicle parking that is provided in the absence of any requirement 
must conform to all related parking standards of this UDO. 



5. Any additions to a vehicle parking area must meet all requirements of this UDO. 

6. No provisions of this section shall mean that existing vehicle parking must be removed to 
meet maximum parking requirements. 

7.1.1.C.D. Change in Use 

1. A change in use based on the parking table of Sec. 7.1.2.C. must comply with the parking 
requirements unless the use has the same or a lesser parking demand than the previous use. 

2. Where the required number of parking spaces for a new use according to Sec. 7.1.2.C. is less 
than 125% of the parking spaces required for the existing use, no additional parking spaces shall 
be required. Where existing parking spaces exceed the maximum, no existing spaces must be 
removed and no other mitigation will be required to comply with maximum parking 
requirements. 

3. Where required parking spaces for the new use exceed 125% of the required parking spaces 
for the existing use, additional parking shall only be required for the difference between the 
current parking spaces required and the parking spaces required for the new use. 

7.1.1.D.E. Raleigh Street Design Manual 

 

Section 12. Sec. 7.1.2. Required Parking is hereby amended by adding the language shown in the 
underlined and removing the language shown in strikethrough: 

7.1.2.A. Calculation of Required Parking Requirements 

1. Parking shall be provided in accordance with Sec. 7.1.2.C. Where a use is not specifically 
listed or only a broad use category is shown, the Zoning Administrator is responsible for 
categorizing the use in accordance with Sec. 6.1.2. 

2. When a lot is used for a combination of uses, the parking minimum or maximum requirements 
are the sum of the requirements for each use and no parking space for one use can be included in 
the calculation of parking requirements for any other use, except as allowed as in Sec. 7.1.5.A. 
For sites that contain more than one use and where at least one use has no maximum, the 
Shopping Center category will serve as the maximum for that use or uses. 

3. In determining the required minimum or maximum number of parking spaces, fractional 
spaces are rounded to the nearest whole number, with one-half or more counted as an additional 
space. 

7.1.2.B. Parking Alternate Means of Compliance 

The parking ratios of this UDO apply unless an alternate parking ratio is approved by the 
Transportation Director in accordance with Sec. 10.2.17. and the requirements below. 

1. Alternate parking ratios may be approved where an applicant submits a parking study, 
prepared and sealed by a registered professional engineer in the State of North Carolina. Such a 



study must illustrate that the required parking ratios of Sec. 7.1.2.C. do not accurately apply to a 
specific development proposal. 

2. The data submitted must include, at minimum, the size and type of the proposed development, 
the mix of uses, the anticipated rate of parking turnover and the anticipated peak parking and 
traffic loads of all uses. 

3. The data must be obtained either from relevant studies published in refereed journals or other 
secondary source of comparable authority; or from primary studies of no fewer than 3 
comparable developments within the regional market. The regional market shall be the 
Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

4. The alternate shall not be subject to review by the Appearance Commission. 

 

 

Section 13. Section 7.1.2.C Parking Requirements by Use of the Part 10 Raleigh Unified 
Development Ordinance, is hereby amended in the rows shown below by adding the following 
language shown in the underlined and removing the language shown in strikethrough: 

Use Category Vehicle Parking (max 
min) 

Short-term Bicycle 
Parking (min) 

Long-term Bicycle 
Parking (min) 

Site Plan 
Group 

Residential    A 

Household Living, as 
listed below 

    

Single-unit living (all 
parking on lot) 

2 spaces per unit No 
maximum 

None None A 

Two-unit living (all 
parking on lot) 

2 spaces per unit No 
maximum 

None None A 

Multi-unit living: 
Townhouse building 
type 

No maximum None None A 

Multi-unit living: 0 - 1 
bedroom 
Multi-unit living: 2 
bedrooms 
Multi-unit living: 3 
bedrooms 
Multi-unit living: 4 
bedrooms 
Multi-unit living: 5+ 
bedrooms 

1 space 1.5 spaces 
per unit 

1.5 2.25 spaces per 
unit 

2 3 spaces per unit 

2.5 4 spaces per unit 

3 5 spaces per unit 

1 space per 20 units, 

minimum 4 

None 1 space per 7 
bedrooms 
(developments with 
10 or more 
bedrooms) 

A 



Manufactured home 
development 

2 spaces per unit No 
maximum 

None None A 

Multi-unit supportive 
housing residence 

1 space per 4 beds + 
1 space, minimum 4 
spaces No maximum 

None None A 

Supportive housing 
residence 

1 space per 4 beds + 
1 space, minimum 4 
spaces No maximum 

None None Minimum 2 A 

Accessory dwelling 
unit 

1 space per unit No 
maximum 

None None A 

Group Living, except as 
listed below 

1 space per two beds 
bed 

None None A 

Boardinghouse 2 1.5 spaces per 
bedroom 

None None A 

Congregate care, 
nursing home 

1 space per 3 units + 
1 per 400 SF 
administrative, 
employee, staff work 
area No maximum 

None None B 

Dormitory, fraternity, 
sorority 

2 spaces 1.5 spaces 
per bedroom 

1 space per 20 
bedrooms, minimum 6 

1 space per 5 
bedrooms 
(developments with 
10 or more 
bedrooms) 

A 

Continuing care 
retirement community 

1 space per 3 units  + 
1 per 400 
administrative, 
employee, staff work 
area - additional plus 
any spaces required 
for nonresidential and 
residential other uses 
at the ratio required 
by this table No 
maximum 

Required for 
nonresidential and 
residential uses at the 
ratio required by this 
table 

1 space per 20 units 
other than rest home 
units, 

minimum 4; 1 space 
per 10,000 SF of all 
space not part of 
residential units 

 

Required for 
nonresidential and 
residential uses at 
the ratio required 
by this table 

1 space per 7 
bedrooms other 
than rest home 
units 
(developments with 
10 or more 
bedrooms) 

B 

Social Service, except 
as listed below: 

1 space per 400 SF of 
gross floor area No 
maximum 

None None B 

Emergency shelter type 
A, type B 

1 space per 8 persons 
of approved capacity 
No maximum 

None None B 



Special care facility 1 space per 2 
employees No 
maximum 

None None B 

Public & Institutional     

Civic, except as listed 
below: 

1 space per 400 SF of 
gross floor area No 
maximum 

1 space per 5,000 SF 
of gross floor area, 
minimum 4 

None B 

Cemetery 3 spaces per acre of 
land utilized as grave 
space (may be 
located on internal 
street adjacent to 
grave sites) No 
maximum 

None None A 

College, community 
college, university with 
>10,000 students or 
>50% of all students 
housed on campus 

1 space per 600 SF of 
academic space plus 
1 space per 5 seats in 
principal assembly 
room No maximum 

1 space per 10,000 SF 
of academic space 

1 space per 20,000 
SF of academic 
space 

B 

College, community 
college, university with 
<10,000 students and 
<50% of all students 
housed on campus 

1 space per 900 SF of 
academic space  

1 space per 10,000 SF 
of academic space 

1 space per 20,000 
SF of academic 
space 

 

Place of worship 1 space per 4 seats in 
principal assembly 
room No maximum 

None None B 

School, public or 
private (K-8) 

1 space per 5 seats in 
the largest assembly 
room No maximum 

1 space per 2 
classrooms 

3 spaces per 
classroom 

B 

 

School, public or 
private (9-12) 

1 space per 600 SF of 
academic space No 
maximum 

1 space per classroom 2 spaces 3 spaces 
per classroom 

B 

  

  

Parks, Open Space and 
Greenways 

  
None - additional 
spaces required for 
structures at the ratio 
required by this table 
No maximum 

0.2 spaces per acre of 
open space (excluding 
greenways), minimum 
4 - additional spaces 
required for 
recreational uses at the 
ratio required by this 
table One space per 
5,000 SF of gross 
indoor floor area and 

  

  

None 

A 



one space per field and 
court. 

Utilities, Minor and 
Major 

1 space per 400 SF of 
gross floor area 
(office) No maximum 

None None A Minor, B 
Major 

Major Utilities 1 space per 400 SF of 
gross floor area 
(office) No maximum 

None None  

COMMERCIAL        

Day care, except as 
listed below: 

1 space per 2 
employees No 
maximum 

None 1 space per 10,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 

B 

Day care, home None No maximum None None A 

Indoor Recreation, 
except as listed below: 

1 space per 200 SF 
300 SF of gross floor 
area 

1 space per 5,000 SF 
of gross floor area, 
minimum 4 

None C 

Bowling alley 5 spaces per lane 1 space per 5 lanes None C 

Convention center, 
arena 

1 space per 5 seats 
No maximum 

None 1 space per 
10,000 SF of gross 
floor area. 

For convention 
center, 1 space per 
50,000 SF of gross 
floor area, 
minimum of 4. 
None for arena. 

C 

Movie theater or other 
indoor theater 

1 space per 5 seats 2 
seats 

1 space per 500 seats, 

minimum 4 

None C 

Medical, except as 
listed below: 

1 space per 400 SF of 
gross floor area No 
maximum 

Minimum 4 spaces 1 space per 5,000 
SF of gross floor 
area 

B 

Hospital 1 space per 2 beds No 
maximum 

1 space per 10,000 SF 
of gross floor area, 
minimum 4 

1 space per 70,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 

B 

Medical, dental office 1 space per 300 SF of 
gross floor area No 
maximum 

1 space per 10,000 SF 
of gross floor area, 
minimum 4 

1 space per 10,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 

B 

Office, except as listed 
below: 

1 space per 400 SF 
200 SF of gross floor 
area 

1 space per 10,000 SF 
of gross floor area, 
minimum 4 

1 space per 5,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 

B 



Call Center 1 space per 150 SF 
100 SF of gross floor 
area 

1 space per 10,000 SF 
of gross floor area 

1 space per 2,500 
SF of gross floor 
area 

B 

Outdoor Recreation, 
except as listed below: 

1 space per 500 SF of 
gross floor area plus 
1 space per 1,000 SF 
of outdoor use area 
No maximum 

1 space per field, 
minimum 4, and 1 
space per court, min 4 

None B 

Golf course 4 spaces per hole plus 
1 space per 500 SF of 
gross floor area No 
maximum 

None 1 space per 6 holes, 

minimum 4 

C 

Golf driving range 1 space per tee No 
maximum 

1 spaces per 5 tees, 
minimum 4 None 

None C 

Outdoor sports or 
entertainment facility, 
outdoor theater 

1 space per 5 seats 
No maximum 

1 space per 500 seats, 

minimum 4 

None C 

 
Overnight Lodging, 
except as listed below: 

1 space 1.5 spaces 
per room or 
bedroom  

None 1 space per 20 
rooms or 

bedrooms, 
minimum 4 

B, except 
Bed and 
Breakfast, 
A 

Hostel 1 space per 10 beds, 
minimum of 2 
spaces 1 space per 2 
beds 

1 space per 20 beds, 

minimum 4 

1 space per 10 beds B 

Parking 20 spaces in DX, no 
maximum elsewhere 

None None A 

Passenger Terminal 1 space per 200 SF 
of waiting floor area 
plus 1 per 2 
employees No 
maximum 

1 space per 5,000 SF of 
gross floor area 

1 space per 2,500 
SF of gross floor 
area 

C 

Personal service 1 space per 400 SF 
250 sf of gross floor 
area 

1 space per 5,000 SF of 
gross floor area, 
minimum 4 

None C 

Restaurant/Bar 1 space per 150 SF 
100 SF of gross 
floor area or 1 space 
per 5 seats, 
whichever is greater 

1 space per 50,000 SF 
of gross floor area, 
minimum 4 

1 space per 25,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 

C 



Retail Sales, except as 
listed below: 

1 space per 300 SF 
200 SF of gross 
floor area plus 1 
space 1.5 spaces for 
every 600 square 
feet of outdoor 
display area 

1 space per 5,000 SF of 
gross floor area, 
minimum 4 

None C 

Food truck No maximum None None A 

Shopping Center 1 space per 350 SF 
200 SF of gross 
floor area 

1 space per 5,000 SF of 
gross floor area, 
minimum 4 

None C 

  

Vehicle Sales/Rental 

1 space per 1,000 SF 
of gross floor area 
or 1 space for every 
4,500 square feet of 
vehicle display area, 
whichever is greater 
No maximum 

  

None 

  

None 

C 

INDUSTRIAL        

Heavy Industrial 1 per 600 SF of 
office space + 1 per 
3,000 SF of 
additional indoor 
area No maximum 

None 1 space per 40,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 
None 

C 

Light Industrial 1 per 600 SF of 
office space + 1 per 
3,000 SF of 
additional indoor 
area No maximum 

None 1 space per 40,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 
None 

C 

Light Manufacturing 1 per 600 SF of 
office space + 1 per 
3,000 SF of 
additional indoor 
area No maximum 

None 1 space per 40,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 
None 

C 

Research & 
Development 

1 per 600 SF of 
office space + 1 per 
3,000 SF of 
additional indoor 
area No maximum 

None 1 space per 40,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 
None 

B 

Self-Service Storage 1 space per 100 
storage units No 
maximum 

None None B 

Vehicle Service 1 space per 600 SF 
of gross floor area 
No maximum 

None 1 space per 40,000 
SF of gross floor 

C 



area, minimum 4 
None 

Warehouse & 
Distribution 

1 per 600 SF office 
space + 1 per 3,000 
SF of additional 
indoor area No 
maximum 

None 1 space per 40,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 
None 

C 

Waste-Related Service 1 per 600 SF of 
office space + 1 per 
3,000 SF of 
additional indoor 
area No maximum 

None 1 space per 40,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 
None 

C 

Wholesale Trade 1 per 600 SF office 
space + 1 per 3,000 
SF of additional 
indoor area No 
maximum 

None 1 space per 40,000 
SF of gross floor 
area, minimum 4 
None 

C 

OPEN        

Agriculture No maximum None None A 

Resource Extraction 1 per 2 employees, 
minimum 4 No 
maximum 

None None C 

 

 

Section 14. Section 7.1.2.D Maximum Surface Parking Provided is hereby deleted in its entirety. 

 

Section 15. Section 7.1.3. Specialized Vehicle Parking Requirements, is hereby deleted in its 
entirety and replaced by a new section as follows: 

7.1.3. Specialized Vehicle Parking Requirements 

These requirements control over any other requirements in this UDO. 

A. Downtown District (DX-) 

1. No more than 2 on-site vehicle parking spaces per dwelling unit are allowed. For studio or 
one-bedroom units, no more than 1.5 spaces per unit are allowed. 

B. TOD Overlay District (-TOD) 

1. No more than 2 on-site vehicle parking spaces per dwelling unit are allowed. For studio or 
one-bedroom units, no more than 1.5 spaces per unit are allowed. 



2. Surface vehicle parking associated with a nonresidential use may not exceed the number 
enumerated in Sec. 7.1.2.C.  

 

Section 16. Section 7.1.4 Vehicle Parking Reductions is hereby deleted in its entirety and 
replaced by a new section as follows: 

Section 7.1.4. Vehicle Parking Mitigation 

A. Applicability.  

This section applies to all projects that meet both of the following criteria: 

1. Include more than 16 residential units and/or more than 10,000 square feet of nonresidential 
gross floor area. 

2. Provide more than the number of vehicle parking spaces shown in Section 7.1.2. 

B. Mitigation Requirements 

Projects that meet the above criteria must mitigate the impact of the provided vehicle parking as 
follows: 

Projects in DX or TOD districts or in zones with an Urban Frontage, projects that provide 
vehicle parking beyond the maximum shall incorporate all of the following: 

1. Include any vehicle spaces beyond the maximum within a parking structure.   
2. Make at least 20 percent of vehicle spaces beyond the maximum available to the general 

public or shared with another property or use. 
3. Provide, for the vehicle spaces beyond the maximum, 50 percent more electric vehicle 

ready, capable, or similar EV-supporting spaces than would otherwise be required. 

 

Projects in all other districts that provide vehicle parking beyond the maximum shall choose one 
of the following two options: 

1.  
a. Provide all parking spaces within a parking structure; and 
b. Provide, for the vehicle spaces beyond the maximum, 50 percent more electric 

vehicle ready, capable, or similar EV-supporting spaces than would otherwise be 
required. 

2.  
a. Provide all vehicle spaces no closer to the primary street than the front façade of 

the principal building; and 
b. Provide that interior landscaped islands as required in Sec. 7.1.7. have an average 

width of 20 feet, with no dimension less than 8 feet in size. Required trees must 
be installed every 50 feet on center, with minimum of 300 square feet of 
landscaped area per tree; and 



c. Detain, for vehicle spaces beyond the maximum, peak runoff for 2- and 10-year 
storms, based on developed conditions, such that the peak runoff rates do not 
exceed the peak rate based on a pre-development condition; and 

d. Retain, for vehicle spaces beyond the maximum, all rainfall volume for the 90th 
percentile rainfall event such that none of the first 1.4 inches of rainfall (i.e., 90th 
percentile rain event) becomes runoff; and 

e. Provide, for the vehicle spaces beyond the maximum, 50 percent more electric 
vehicle ready, capable, or similar EV-supporting spaces than would otherwise be 
required. 

C. Parking Alternate Means of Compliance 

The parking ratios of this UDO apply unless an alternate parking ratio is approved by the 
Transportation Director in accordance with the requirements below. An alternate will involve a 
showing of compatibility and a mitigation of impacts of higher levels of parking provision. This 
finding can be supplemented by the following information: 

1. Alternate parking ratios may be approved where an applicant submits a parking study, 
prepared and sealed by a registered professional engineer in the State of North Carolina. Such a 
study must illustrate that the maximum vehicle parking ratios of Sec. 7.1.2.C. do not accurately 
apply to a specific development proposal. 

2. The data submitted must include, at minimum, the size and type of the proposed development, 
the mix of uses, the anticipated rate of parking turnover and the anticipated peak parking and 
traffic loads of all uses. 

3. The data must be obtained either from relevant studies published in refereed journals or other 
secondary source of comparable authority; or from primary studies of no fewer than 3 
comparable developments within the regional market. The regional market shall be the 
Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area. The data must consist of accumulation counts in the 
typical peak hour for the dominant land use and have been collected in the prior 24 months.  

  

Section 17. Section 7.1.5 Additional Vehicle Parking Provisions is hereby amended by removing 
the language shown in strikethrough: 

A. Shared Parking 

1. Shared vehicle parking means that a parking lot or structure has vehicle spaces that are 
available to the general public or that are available to another property. 

1. An applicant may request shared parking to meet the minimum vehicle parking requirements 
for mixed use projects or for multiple uses that are located near one another and which have 
different peak parking demands or operating hours. 

2. Applicants wishing to use shared parking as a means of reducing the total number of required 
spaces may submit a shared parking analysis using the Urban Land Institute (ULI) Shared 



Parking Model (latest edition). The analysis must be prepared and sealed by a registered engineer 
in the State of North Carolina with transportation expertise. 

3. The shared parking analysis must establish that the subject uses will use the shared parking 
spaces at different times of the day, week or month. A shared parking analysis shall at a 
minimum address: 

a. The intensity and type of activities and the composition of uses; 

b. Hours of operation of the uses; 

c. The rate of turnover for proposed spaces; 

d. Distances of shared parking spaces from the uses they serve; and 

e. The anticipated peak parking and traffic loads for the site. 

4. Reserved parking spaces for a specific tenant or dwelling unit may not be included in the 
shared parking calculation. 

B. Remote Parking 

1. Required parking spaces may be permitted on a separate site from the site on which the 
principal use is located if the remote parking complies with the following. 

District/Frontage Parking Lot must be within 

DX- 2,640 feet 

Urban Frontage 1,320 feet 

-TOD 1,320 feet 

RX-, OP-, OX-, NX-, CX-, IX- 660 feet 

IH, CMP 660 feet 

CP, AP, R-MP Not allowed 

R-1, R-2, R-4, R-6, R-10 By special use permit 

 

Remote parking spaces are measured in walking distance from the nearest point of the remote 
parking area to the primary entrance of the use served. 

3. Additional requirements for remote parking lots are provided under Sec. 6.4.7.C. 

C. Valet Parking 

Valet parking may be permitted as a means of satisfying the parking requirements where all of 
the following standards have been met: 



1. An attendant is provided to park vehicles during all business hours of the use utilizing the 
valet parking. 

2. An equivalent number of valet spaces are available to replace the number required on-site 
parking spaces. 

3. Valet spaces do not require individual striping and may take into account the mass parking of 
vehicles. 

D. Tandem Parking 

1. Tandem vehicle parking is allowed for single-unit, two-unit and multi-unit living. 

2. Two vehicle parking spaces in tandem must have a combined minimum dimension of 8.5 feet 
in width by 36 feet in length. 

3. Both vehicle parking spaces in tandem must be assigned to the same dwelling unit. 

4. Tandem parking may not be used to provide guest parking. 

E. Reserved Parking 

Parking spaces may be reserved for a specific tenant or unit, provided that the following 
standards are not exceeded 

1. Residential 

a. One space per efficiency or 1-bedroom multi-living dwelling unit. 

b. Two spaces per two-bedroom or greater multi-living dwelling unit. 

2. Nonresidential 

No more than 1/3 of the total provided spaces may be reserved. 

 

Section 18. Section 7.1.6.A Vehicle Parking Location and Layout is hereby amended by 
removing the language shown in strikethrough: 

A. Location 

1. Required parking spaces must be located on the same lot they are intended to serve, except 
where specifically allowed under Sec. 7.1.5.B. 

All on-site parking must be arranged so that no vehicle is forced onto any 

public street, not including an alley, to gain access from 1 parking aisle to 

another parking aisle. 

 



Section 19. Section 7.1.9. Parking for Single- and Two-Unit Living is hereby amended by 
adding the language in underline and removing the language shown in strikethrough: 

Parking Surface Standards for Single- and Two-Unit Living 

All off street parking and driveway areas located in the front yard area that serve single- and 
two-unit living must meet the following standards. 

1. Parking and driveway areas must be constructed of permanent non-erodible surface treatment 
as follows: 

a. porous or semi-porous monolithic or paver materials; 

b. masonry or concrete pavers; 

c. poured concrete or asphalt; or 

d. crushed stone or crush and run installed with a minimum depth of 4 inches. 

2. Crushed stone or crush and run must be delineated with anchored man made material or 
natural landscape edging materials that define and contain the stone or crush and run. 

3. These regulations shall apply to manufactured homes.  

3. These regulations do not apply to off-street parking and driveway areas that serve single and 
two-unit living and that are not located in the front yard. 

 

Section 20. Section 8.9 Computation of Fees is hereby amended by removing the language 
shown in strikethrough: 

8.9.3.E. Shell/Foundation Permits 

1. In the case of a “shell or foundation” permit, the facility fee amounts shall be based on the use 
or uses used to determine the amount of required off street parking or as shown on the building 
permit when no off-street parking is required. 

8.9.3.F. Size of Retail Establishments 

In the case of retail uses which share common drives or parking areas and which are eligible 
shared parking requirements, all such retail uses, including those located on separate outparcels, 
shall pay a thoroughfare facility fee based on the appropriate square footage range of all the retail 
uses located within the development even if this is a greater fee than for any single retail use or 
other combinations of retail uses. 

 

 

 



Section 21. Section 10.2.8 Site Plan Review is hereby amended by adding the language in 
underline and removing the language shown in strikethrough: 

 

10.2.8.B.1.a.iii.  

A change of use where the required parking, as solely determined in Sec. 7.1.2.C, does not 
increase by more than 10 spaces or 10%, whichever is greater. 

A change of use where the Site Plan Group, as shown in Section 7.1.2.C, remains in the same 
group or decreases from: 

Group C to any other group 

Group B to Group A 

… 

10.2.8.B.2.a ii.  

A change in use of a gross floor area of more than 10,000 square feet and less than 25,000 square 
feet in an existing building, excluding changes in use where the required parking, as solely 
determined in Sec. 7.1.2.C, does not increase by more than 10 spaces or 10%, whichever is 
greater., excluding a change of use where the Site Plan Group, as shown in Section 7.1.2.C, 
remains in the same group or decreases from: 

Group C to any other group 

Group B to Group A 

… 

10.2.8.E.1.g  

Any decrease or an increase in the number of bedrooms within dwelling units of a building used 
for multi-unit living where the resulting parking requirement does not increase by more than 
15% 

… 

10.2.8.E.1.m.iv.  

Does not trigger any use standard that would require any additional Transitional Protective Yards 
or increase the amount of parking spaces that will need to be provided by more than 10% or 
where the Site Plan Group, as shown in Section 7.1.2.C, remains in the same group or decreases 
from: 

Group C to any other group 

Group B to Group A 

 



Section 22. Section 10.2.9 Special Use Permit is hereby amended by removing the language 
shown in strikethrough: 

10.2.9.G.4 Increase the requirements for off-street parking spaces 

 

Section 23. Section 10.2.13 Temporary Use Permit is hereby amended by adding the language in 
underline and removing the language shown in strikethrough: 

10.2.13.D.9 Required parking for other uses shall remain available; 

 

Section 24. Chapter 12. Definitions is hereby amended by adding the language in underline: 

Bicycle parking.  

This refers parking spaces and area for bicycles and scooters, whether motorized or not. 

 

Vehicle parking.  

This refers to parking spaces and areas for cars, trucks, and similar vehicles. No parking is 
required for vehicles, but this code regulates the design and other aspects of any vehicular 
parking spaces that are provided. 

 

Section 25. This text change has been reviewed by the Raleigh Planning Commission. 
 
Section 26. This ordinance has been adopted following a duly advertised legislative 
hearing of the Raleigh City Council. 

Section 27. This ordinance has been provided to the North Carolina 
Capital Planning Commission as required by law. 

Section 28. This ordinance shall be enforced as provided in N.C.G.S. 160A-175 or 
as provided in the Raleigh City Code. All criminal sanctions shall be the maximum 
allowed by law notwithstanding the fifty-dollar limit in N.C.G.S. 14-4(a) or similar 
limitations. 

Section 29. This ordinance is effective 60 days after adoption. 
 
Adopted:  
 
Effective:  
 
Distribution:  


