
TC-1-13  Amendment to the Rezoning Process  
 

The current zoning code specifies structured submittal windows 
for rezoning requests. This amendment would remove the 
structured submittal windows in the zoning code.  The impending 
adoption of the Unified Development Ordinance introduces a 
new rezoning procedure and new zoning districts.  

 
The next available submittal window occurs in March 2013. 
Requests submitted in March 2013 would proceed to a July 
2013 public hearing. The UDO will likely be effective in the 
summer of 2013. To avoid additional legacy district rezonings, 
the submittal schedule would be removed from the zoning code. 
During this time, applicants would be allowed to submit rezoning 
requests for UDO districts.  



Certified Recommendation 
Raleigh Planning Commission                                     

  CR#  
 

 

Case Information: TC-1-13/Rezoning Process 
 

Comprehensive Plan Guidance 
Applicable Policy Statements Not Applicable 

 

Summary of Text Change 

 Summary 

The request would amend section 10-2165(c)(1) to remove the 
rezoning filing dates and replace with language regarding the new 
rezoning process in the UDO. The adoption of the UDO would 
render this section obsolete. To reduce confusion in the rezoning 
process during the transition to the UDO, the section should be 
amended.   

 

Summary of Impacts 
Impacts Identified  None 

 
 

Public Meetings 
Public 

Hearing 
Committee Planning Commission 

1/15/2013     
 

 

Certified Recommendation 
TC-1-13/Rezoning Process   



   

 

Planning Commission Recommendation 
Recommendation  

Findings & Reasons  

Motion and Vote  
 
This document is a true and accurate statement of the findings and recommendations of the 
Planning Commission. Approval of this document incorporates all of the findings of the attached 
Staff Report. 
 
 
________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Planning Director  Date  Planning Commission Chairperson Date 
 
 
 
Staff Coordinator:  Travis Crane: travis.crane@raleighnc.gov    
 
 

Certified Recommendation 
TC-1-13/Rezoning Process   
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Zoning Staff Report – TC-1-13 

Rezoning Process Text Change 
 
 
 
 

 

Request 
Section Reference 10-2165(c): Dates for filing of application and submittal of materials 

Basic Information Amend section to remove the language related to filing dates for 
rezoning applications.  

PC Recommendation 
Deadline 

April 30, 2013 

 
 

Comprehensive Plan Guidance 
Applicable Policies Not Applicable  

 

Contact Information 
Staff Coordinator Travis Crane: travis.crane@raleighnc.gov ; 919.996.2656 

History/Overview 
This amendment is proposed to ease the transition between the existing zoning code and the 
Unified Development Ordinance. The existing zoning code identifies specific dates for filing 
rezoning requests: the first few weeks of March, June, September and December. The UDO does 
not contain structured submittal windows, and will likely be approved in early 2013 with an 
effective date of summer 2013.  
 
At issue is the July 2013 joint public hearing. The UDO will likely be adopted by the time the filing 
window opens in March 2013. It would be confusing to hold a joint public hearing after the 
effective date of the UDO. It would further complicate the process if rezoning requests were being 
processed simultaneously under different zoning codes. The UDO contains a much more 
streamlined rezoning process. The UDO also replaces the non-residential zoning districts with 
mixed use zoning districts. During this transition phase, staff will accept rezoning applications for 
the new UDO districts.  
 
To avoid confusion during the transition phase to the UDO, section 10-2165(c)(1) should be 
removed in its entirety and replaced with language that references the UDO rezoning process.  

Purpose and Need 
 
The purpose of the proposed text change is to eliminate confusion about the rezoning process 
during the UDO transition phase. The UDO contains a different set of mixed use zoning districts 
not present in the current zoning code. The text change is intended to have the following positive 
impacts: 
 

 Clarify the approval path for rezonings after the adoption of the UDO 
 

 

mailto:travis.crane@raleighnc.gov


 

Alternatives Considered 
The alternative to the suggested text change would be no action.  

Scoping of Impacts 
There are no potential adverse impacts of the proposed text change. Under the existing rezoning 
process, the average time to process a rezoning is approximately 150 days. The new UDO 
rezoning process is streamlined; the first Planning Commission meeting could happen as quickly 
as 45 days after submittal.  
 

Impacts Summary 
 
Adoption of Proposed Text Change 
 
Adoption of TC-1-13/Rezoning Process would eliminate the structured public hearing process and 
submittal windows. The intention of this request is to provide a clear transition to the UDO 
rezoning process.  During this time, staff will begin to accept rezoning petitions and will process 
rezoning requests under the UDO. The public meetings will be scheduled after the effective date 
of the UDO, which is likely for summer 2013.  

No action 
 
Under the “no action” alternative the zoning code would not be amended, and Staff would be 
compelled to accept rezoning petitions between March 1st and March 15th for a joint public 
hearing in July 2013. The applicants would request legacy zoning districts that will be obsolete 
before the rezoning is approved. If the rezoning petitions for legacy districts are approved 
sometime after July 2013, the City would immediately rezone the properties as part of the larger 
citywide remapping process. This will add cost to the process by increasing the amount of 
notification, and will be confusing to adjacent property owners.  
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ORDINANCE NO. (2013) -154 TC 358 
TC-1-13 

                   CORRECTED 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO REVISE THE REZONING SUBMITTAL PROCESS 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RALEIGH, 
NORTH CAROLINA that: 
 
 Section 1.  Repeal Raleigh City Code Section 10-2165(c)(1) and replace 
with the following: 
 
“(1) Filing dates. 
 
Upon adoption of the Unified Development Ordinance, all rezoning petitions shall 
be processed in accordance with the designated zoning districts and provisions 
contained within the Unified Development Ordinance. Following the City 
Council’s adoption of the Unified Development Ordinance, petitions shall be 
accepted and reviewed prior to the effective date of the Unified Development 
Ordinance; however, public meetings shall only be conducted after the effective 
date specified in the adopting ordinance.” 
   

Section 2.  All laws and clauses of laws in conflict herewith are hereby 
repealed to the extent of said conflict. 
 

Section 3. If this ordinance or application thereof to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or 
applications of the ordinance which can be given separate effect and to the end 
the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable. 
 

Section 4. This ordinance has been adopted following a duly advertised 
joint public hearing of the Raleigh City Council and the City Planning Commission 
following a recommendation of the Planning Commission. 
 

Section 5. This ordinance has been provided to the North Carolina Capital 
Commission as required by law.  
 

Section 6. This ordinance shall be enforced by law as provided in 
N.C.G.S. 160A-175 or as provided in the Raleigh City Code. All criminal 
sanctions shall be the maximum allowed by law notwithstanding the fifty dollar 
limit in G.S. 14-4(a) or similar limitations. 
 

Section 7. This ordinance shall become effective five (5) days following its 
adoption. 
 
ADOPTED:              February 19,2013 
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EFFECTIVE:            February 24, 2013 
DISTRIBUTION:      Department Heads 
                                     Planning  - Bowers, Crane, Darges, Sumpter  
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