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HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED, WORKED, 
OR OWNED A BUSINESS IN WAKEFIELD?

a. We moved here in the last 2 years
b. 3-5 years 
c. 5-10 years
d. More than 10 years
e. I don’t live, work, or own a business in   
	 Wakefield

LIVE POLL #1 LIVE POLL RESULTS #1

TELL US ABOUT YOU!
PLEASE ANSWER A QUICK QUESTION TO LET THE PROJECT 
TEAM KNOW A LITTLE ABOUT THE AUDIENCE.
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MANAGE THE CARS 

PROVIDE SAFE AND ATTRACTIVE PLACES TO WALK

UNITE THE AREA WITH OPEN SPACE AND GREENWAYS 

EVALUATE THE POTENTIAL OF NEW DEVELOPMENT 

ENCOURAGE A COHESIVE DESIGN AESTHETIC

Our Scope
1
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TASK 1
ISSUES/OPPORTUNITIES ANALYSIS
MARCH 2021- APRIL 2021

TASK 2
EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS 
MARCH 2021- MAY 2021

TASK 3
VIRTUAL 
COMMUNITY 
OPEN HOUSE
JUNE 2021

TASK 4
DRAFT AND FINAL REPORT 
JULY 2021- AUGUST 2021

MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST

2021

YOU ARE 
HERE
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THE AREA TODAY1
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY KEY FINDING 

M
A

RK
ET

 M
EM

O
 S

U
M

M
A

RY

The area ranks high in quality of life but could 
provide better and more complete infrastructure to 
support healthy, active lifestyles and promote 
outdoor activity opportunities for families with 
children

• Higher population of affluent young families than surrounding 
areas

• Area growth has impacted local traffic patterns and volumes

• Population will become younger and more diverse overall and 
will contain more families by 2025

WAKEFIELD TRADE 
AREAS MAP

MARKET CONDITIONS & DEMAND DRIVERS
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Development Plans (2017-Present)

Wakefield 
High

Wakefield 
Middle

Wakefield 
Elementary Wakefield 

Commons

Rex 
Healthcare

Forest Pines 
Elementary
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VILLAGE
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GLEN 
STONE

STRATFORD 
HALL

MIDDLETON

DUNLEITH
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WHAT WE HEARD2



WAKEFIELD SMALL AREA STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS STANTEC’S URBAN PLACES
CATALYST DESIGN



WAKEFIELD SMALL AREA STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS STANTEC’S URBAN PLACES
CATALYST DESIGN

FO
C

U
S 

G
R

O
U

P 
M

EE
TI

N
G

 T
H

EM
ES



WAKEFIELD SMALL AREA STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS STANTEC’S URBAN PLACES
CATALYST DESIGN

FO
C

U
S 

G
R

O
U

P 
PL

A
C

E-
BA

SE
D

 C
O

M
M

EN
TS

 



WAKEFIELD SMALL AREA STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS STANTEC’S URBAN PLACES
CATALYST DESIGN

O
N

LI
N

E 
SU

RV
EY

 R
ES

U
LT

S

813 269
VIEWS PARTICIPANTS

2,312 670
RESPONSES COMMENTS

PARTICIPATION SUMMARY 
FOR ONLINE SURVEY
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49% NO

51% YES

Q: DID YOU PARTICIPATE IN THE WAKEFIELD 
SMALL AREA STUDY ONLINE SURVEY?
Total respondents: 86 

849 93
VIEWS PARTICIPANTS

866 41
RESPONSES COMMENTS

PARTICIPATION SUMMARY 
FOR OPEN HOUSE

BENCHES71% 30Rank: 3.17

DOG WASTE DISPOSAL STATIONS69% 29Rank: 4.28

TRASH/RECYCLE RECEPTACLES64% 27Rank: 3.70

LIGHTING64% 27Rank: 3.04

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE60% 25Rank: 5.48

SHELTERS/PICNIC AREAS57% 24Rank: 4.88

DRINKING/WATER FOUNTAINS52% 22Rank: 5.73

EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE50% 21Rank: 7.38

PUBLIC RESTROOMS45% 19Rank: 5.00

PUBLIC ART43% 18Rank: 8.11

BICYCLE PARKING40% 17Rank: 6.94

FITNESS EQUIPMENT40% 17Rank: 7.59

Q: RANK THE POSSIBLE AMENITIES FOR CURRENT GREENWAYS 
AND PLANNED GREENWAYS IN THE WAKEFIELD AREA
Total respondents: 42 
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Q: DO YOU BELIEVE IT IS A WORTHWHILE PUBLIC 
INVESTMENT TO RETROFIT THE MAJOR CORRIDORS 
IN THE WAKEFIELD SMALL AREA TO BE SAFER FOR 
PEDESTRIANS, CYCLISTS, AND TRANSIT USERS?

Total respondents: 61 

Yes, I believe the major corridors and 
intersections in Wakefield should be 
for all modes of transportation.

No, I believe the major corridors and 
intersections in Wakefield should 
focus on vehicular service only.

Depends, it is worth the investment 
on some corridors and intersections 
(explain in comments below)

64%

16%

20%

Recurring Comment Themes:
• Investment in transit seen as a positive; more important 

as mixed use development is being encouraged
• Emphasis on pedestrian and bicycle safety
• Desire for safe pedestrian/bicycle connections to the 

greenway

Q: RANK THE POTENTIAL STREETSCAPE ELEMENTS 
BY ORDER OF IMPORTANCE TO YOU

Total respondents: 41 

STREET TREES85% 35Rank: 3.09

WIDE SIDEWALKS80% 33Rank: 2.61

HIGH QUALITY CROSSWALKS78% 32Rank: 2.53

PEDESTRIAN-SCALED STREET LIGHTING76% 31Rank: 3.39

SEASONAL PLANTINGS76% 31Rank: 5.10

SEPARATED CYCLING FACILITIES73% 30Rank: 4.20

WAYFINDING SIGNAGE59% 24Rank: 4.92

PUBLIC ART59% 24Rank: 6.96
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Q: ALMOST 80% OF INITIAL SURVEY RESPONDENTS SAID THEY 
WERE INTERESTED IN SEEING A WALKABLE MIXED USE VILLAGE 
IN THE WAKEFIELD COMMUNITY. WHERE IN THE STUDY AREA 
WOULD YOU LIKE THE TEAM TO INVESTIGATE THIS POSSIBILITY?

Marked on the map below:

Q: OVER 50% OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS SAID 
WAKEFIELD DOES NOT HAVE A SENSE OF ARRIVAL OR 
GATEWAY FEATURE. WHICH DESIGN ELEMENTS WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO SEE INCORPORATED INTO A GATEWAY 
TREATMENT FOR THE WAKEFIELD COMMUNITY? 

Total respondents: 58

ENHANCED LANDSCAPING55% 32

MONUMENT SIGNAGE40% 23

PUBLIC ART26% 15

I DO NOT WANT TO SEE GATEWAY TREATMENTS21% 12

Q: WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THIS ON-
DEMAND OPEN HOUSE?
Total respondents: 33 

AVERAGE

Hate it Love it
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WE ARE CURIOUS IF YOU HAVE PARTICIPATED 
IN OTHER OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE 
WAKEFIELD SMALL AREA STUDY. WHAT BEST 
DESCRIBES YOUR PARTICIPATION SO FAR?

a. Online Survey Participant (May 2021)
b. Online Open House Participant (June 2021)
c. Both, Online Survey and Open House 
d. I have not participated in this process until   

 today.

LIVE POLL #2

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
PLEASE ANSWER A QUICK QUESTION TO LET THE PROJECT TEAM KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!

LIVE POLL RESULTS #2
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MOBILITY 
RECOMMENDATIONS3
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WITH PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS, 
WOULD YOU WALK/BIKE...?

a. A lot more
b. A little more
c. About the same as today
d. No change or less often

LIVE POLL #3

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
PLEASE ANSWER A QUICK QUESTION TO LET THE PROJECT TEAM KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!

LIVE POLL RESULTS #3



WAKEFIELD SMALL AREA STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS STANTEC’S URBAN PLACES
CATALYST DESIGN

WITH PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS THAT MAKE 
WALKING AND BIKING IN THE WAKEFIELD 
AREA SAFER, HOW LIKELY WOULD YOU BE 
TO WALK/BIKE TO FUTURE BUS STOPS?

a. Highly likely
b. Somewhat likely
c. Not likely

LIVE POLL #4

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
PLEASE ANSWER A QUICK QUESTION TO LET THE PROJECT TEAM KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!

LIVE POLL RESULTS #4
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WATER RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT4
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• Stream and buffer preservation 
should be prioritized on City-
owned land and easements 
which are found along 
Richland Creek

• Stream assessments should 
be conducted on all streams 
where greenways are to be 
installed or have already been 
constructed

• Riparian plantings, bank 
stabilization and/or stream 
restoration practices can 
improve water quality

Note: Due to the extent of overhead and 
underground utilities in the area, these 
practices may be limited in scope. 
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Development within the past 20-30 years has included 
the installation of stormwater control measures such as 
wet and dry ponds; the opportunity exists to improve 
water quality by utilizing stormwater best practices. 
Examples for consideration include: 

• Retrofitting existing facilities as constructed 
wetlands

• Reducing impervious cover with reduction of parking 
spaces and/or replacing them with permeable 
pavement

• Moving stormwater treatment underground using 
vault sand filters

• Utilizing soil cells to enhance urban tree canopy and 
stormwater treatment

• Installing bioswales and vegetated filter strips to 
encourage infiltration

• Consider downstream restoration as a trade-off 
instead of pursuing site-level stormwater control 
measures
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REDEVELOPMENT 
SCENARIOS5
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WE HEARD

80%
...that over 80% of initial survey 
respondents wanted the design 

team to investigate the potential to 
create a walkable village center in the 

Wakefield Community. Open House 
participants helped identify a few 
possible locations to investigate.
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WE INVESTIGATED

...a potential evolution of the 
Wakefield Commons shopping 

center. Suburban retrofits typically 
include the transformation of 

auto-centric centers into walkable 
villages. Design features often 

include a pedestrian-scale block 
structure, gathering places 
for people, and a mixture of 
uses to encourage vibrancy.

2012

SHELTER COVE TOWN 
CENTER, HHI, SC

2021



WAKEFIELD SMALL AREA STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS STANTEC’S URBAN PLACES
CATALYST DESIGN

WE HEARD WE INVESTIGATED WE FOUND

...a transformation of this 
nature, particularly on a 

recently developed site, is 
challenging to achieve based 
on current site requirements. 

Additional conversations 
would be needed to find 

an approach that balances 
the urban tree canopy 

with the transformation 
of auto-centric areas into 
walkable village centers.

...that over 80% of initial 
survey respondents 

wanted the design team to 
investigate the potential to 
create a walkable village 
center in the Wakefield 

Community. Open House 
participants helped 

identify a few possible 
locations to investigate.

...a few levels of intervention 
on the Wakefield Commons 

site. One that maintains 
the existing density but 

adds a few buildings over 
existing parking to create 
a community space, and 
another that increases 

density and a new walkable 
block network. The more 

intense intervention 
still encourages public 
space creation along 

with mixed use buildings 
that provide housing.
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WAKEFIELD AREA PLAN GOALS

SUPPORT HEALTHY LIVING INCREASE SAFETY ENSURE LONG-TERM 
ECONOMIC VIABILITY

...through a series of recommended capital projects 
to allow for improved and additional bicycle and 

pedestrian facilities along existing roadways 
and newly proposed greenway connections

...through a series of recommended capital 
projects to increase safety at intersections 

and crossings for all users

...by providing information for private business 
owner interested in investing in smaller 
scale commercial and retail properties
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IMPLEMENTATION SUMMARY

LAND USE AND ZONING 
AMENDMENTS

TRANSPORTATION 
PLAN UPDATES

PARKS/RECREATION 
AND OPEN SPACE 

PLAN UPDATES

FUTURE CAPITAL 
PROJECTS

URBAN DESIGN 
GUIDELINES AND 
FURTHER STUDY

+ Significant redevelopment is 
not anticipated or permissible 

in the Wakefield area due 
to existing regulations and 
newness of development. 

+ Inclusion in BikeRaleigh 
Plan and Pedestrian Plan

+ Amendments to Planned 
Bicycle Facilities

+ Inclusion in Greenways 
Master Plan

+ Amendments to Parks 
and Greenway System Map 

Plus Greenway Corridors 
and Connectors

+ A series of bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements 

along existing and proposed 
facilities are imagined

+ No redevelopment is 
anticipated at this time 

+ Should community 
sentiment change in the future, 
additional, specific guidelines 
would be needed to create an 
appropriate suburban retrofit
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HEALTHY LIVING SAFETY SMALL BUSINESS
RICHLAND CREEK 

GREENWAY 
CONNECTOR

WAKEFIELD PINES DRIVE 
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

FALLS OF NEUSE 
MULTI-USE PATH 
AND SIDEPATH

COMMON OAKS DRIVE 
BIKE IMPROVEMENTS

REGIONAL BIKEWAY 
IMPROVEMENTS

HIGH QUALITY 
INTERSECTIONS

BUSINESS VIABILITY 
AND RETENTION
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HELP THE CITY PRIORITIZE THE CAPITAL 
PROJECTS PRESENTED IN THIS SMALL 
AREA PLAN. SELECT YOUR TOP THREE 
PRIORITIES FROM THE LIST BELOW.

a. Richland Creek Greenway Connector (under bridge)
b. Wakefield	Pines	Drive	Pedestrian	Safety		 	 	 								 	

 (HAWK Signal)
c. Falls of Neuse Gateway Improvements 
d. Falls of Neuse Mid-Block Crossing at Culvert
e. Common Oaks Drive Bike Improvements
f.  High Quality Intersection at Falls of Neuse                  
	 and	Wakefield	Pines	Drive

LIVE POLL #5

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
PLEASE ANSWER A QUICK QUESTION TO LET THE PROJECT TEAM KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!

LIVE POLL RESULTS #5



WAKEFILED SMALL AREA STUDY RECOMMENDATIONS STANTEC’S URBAN PLACES
CATALYST DESIGN
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Public Zoom Meeting Recording Posted to Project Website on July 30, 2021

Survey that Mimics Live Polling Questions Available until August 13, 2021

City Council & Planning Commission Review

NEXT STEPS
1

2

3

SOURCE FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
WWW.RALEIGHNC.GOV SEARCH: WAKEFIELD
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THANK YOU
Q/A


