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My History
Bill and Cliff Wimberley got married in November 
1958.  They rented a room in a house on Oberlin 
Road, and had use of the owner's kitchen.  From 
there they moved:
Washington Terrace - 1959
S. East Street to Durham, then back to Raleigh
Idlewild Avenue - 1965
Sandia Drive - 1969
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My History
PRESENT

My parents retired to the Oaks at Bentley Ridge.  
I lived on Daniels Street in college.
E. Lenoir Street, college through 1990.
Carver Street 1990-1991
Latta Street 1991 to 2021
Battery Drive at present
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If you don't know history,
then you don't know anything.

Michael Crichton



HOW NEIGHBORHOODS FORMED



AFTER RECONSTRUCTION

PATTERNS & MORE PATTERNS

After the Civil War, the Freedmen who came into Raleigh 
settled in the areas east of East Street and south of 
South Street.  Because of their poverty, there were only 
able to purchase the less expensive land usually in the 
creek bottoms or other less desirable locations, and if 
they couldn't purchase, they rented in those same area.
White property owners would divide their land into 
smaller lots to sell, creating black majorities there and 
those segregated trends still remain today.

1792 - City boundaries established in 1 mile radius with 
streets named North, South, East, and West

Raleigh was "crisscrossed by creeks and watersheds".

"As a result, high hills, long ridges and dank bottoms 
characterized Raleigh's terrain.  Antebellum residents, for 
reasons of health and aesthetics, chose the higher sites 
for their homes.  The low lying areas were for industrial 
development or lay vacant."



THE BEGINNING OF SYSTEMIC RACISM

Where White  people generally chose to live along ridges and on top of hills.  This meant that the land that 
Blacks occupied was land that was considered unfit for whites.  These low-lying areas were near contaminated 
streams, slaughterhouses, flour mills, industrial sites or close to cemeteries (with drainage and offensive 
odors).

Often these areas were in alleys (i.e., Stronach's Alley).  They could be behind businesses, leading hotels. or in 
former slave quarters behind fashionable residences that needed staff available at all times.  They were 
considered filthy, narrow places with open sewers; breeding ground of disease/crime; areas only fit for cattle.

These areas were cause for high mortality rates; long waits for streetcar service; lacked street lights and fire protection.  
For the vast majority of Blacks, it was substandard living.  However, Blacks took what housing they could get and 
sometimes it was a room for a family instead of a house.

One of the ways to control the Black populations was to annex the areas because of "unsanitary conditions or 
lawlessness".  The annexation brought in a segregated community, where more institutions were built, just  continuing 
the pattern of segregation.  This is part of what happened with Oberlin Village in the early 1900's.



BLACK AND WHITE
HOUSING PATTERN MAP,  1886



WHY THIS MATTERS TODAY

• “Growth near frequent transit routes”
• “History shows these corridors have 

displaced Black communities”
• “This plan can protect—or repeat harm”



POLICY TOOLS

• Zoning
• Roads/highways
• Urban renewal
• Institutional expansion
• Code enforcement
• Restrictive covenants



FRAMEWORK

PUSHED PULLED ERASED

Segregation Institutions/Safety Renewal/Highways

out in by



9 DURING RECONSTRUCTION
Hungry Neck - down the hill from the Capital
St. Petersburg
Cotton Place/Idlewild - divided by New Bern Avenue
Old Fairground - 
Hayti - near Washington School (Not pictured on map)
Cannon Lands - Not pictured on Map
Manly Homestead - Not Pictured on Map
Smith-Haywood
Wilmington/Blount - Not Pictured on Map

Evolution of Black Neighborhoods

13 BLACK SETTLEMENTS TOTAL

Lincolnville - West Raleigh close to Carter Finley Stadium
Brooklyn - near Devereaux Farm and St. Augustine's
Masonville - became Method
Oberlin (1858)

4 BEFORE RECONSTRUCTION - NOT PICTURED ON MAP

A SEPARATE  REALITY:  THE DEVELOPMENT OF RACIAL SEGREGATION IN 
RALEIGH, NC  1865-1915  (KARL LARSON)



Lincolnville was established 
as one of the original 
Freedman's Villages.  The land 
was taken to become part of 
NCSU.  What was left was the 
original church.  That was 
moved into the exhibit that 
was part of the Village of 
Yesteryear.  The present 
church is located on Highway 
54 heading towards Cary.

Lincolnville
Neighborhood

WRAL Documentary - “Ghosts in the Stadium”



Cemeteries + Stadium Development

What’s Sacred, What’s Not?



Cemeteries + Stadium Development

What’s Sacred, What’s Not?



Method was established as 
one of the original 
Freedman's Villages that 
ringed the city and was 
annexed.

Method
Neighborhood



Oberlin was cut in two by the 
construction of Wade Avenue, 
after the land had been 
annexed and pieces sold to 
whites who realized that it 
was at the highest ridge of the 
city at that time.

Oberlin Village
Neighborhood



Freedmens's Village Map
Neighborhoods
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Neighborhoods Freedmen's Village Map

These two maps show the changes in the Manly and Hayti areas between 1945 and 
1961.  The highlighted area is the change in South Wilmington Street.  Often plans to 
"clean up" or improve an area was an earlier version of Urban Renewal.  Homes and 
businesses are torn down and not replaced.  This was also accomplished in Smoky 
Hollow.



Nazareth was purchased by 
the Pope family in the 1880's.  
It was next to the Catholic 
Diocese property and several 
of the family members 
worked there.

Nazareth
Neighborhood



By 1910, Idlewild was Black. 
 
Smoky Hollow, which had been a mixed 
community of millworkers, is becoming less 
mixed.

Black housing is listed on insurance and other 
maps as "negro shanties" or "tenements".

As more workers live near place of 
employment, they are often given space to 
live in the rear of the property.  Descriptions 
of some places are "small porchless shelters 
in the back of business lots, lining alleyways."

Black "elites" tend to live on streets near the 
colleges, public schools and churches that 
employ them.



THE POLICY
MACHINERY OF

ERASURE



RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS/SEGREGATION MECHANISMS

Wake County Register of Deeds, Restrictive Deed Covenant Project
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/register-deeds/racially-restrictive-covenants-project



EVIDENCE OF HOUSING INEQUALITY
1946

1969

2025



URBAN RENEWAL WAS A BLUEPRINT, NOT AN ACCIDENT 

1940s

Oberlin Community

Wade Avenue
1958

Smoky Hollow Community

Downtown Boulevard
Peace Street

1970s

4th Ward

Dawson/McDowell Connector
Western Boulevard Extension



Plans to "clean up" or improve an 
area was an earlier version of 
Urban Renewal.  Homes and 
businesses are torn down and not 
replaced.  This was accomplished 
in Smoky Hollow when the area 
was razed and 165 families were 
moved out.  This area was 
destroyed during the mid 1960s.

1958

Smoky Hollow Community

Downtown Boulevard
Peace Street

URBAN RENEWAL WAS A BLUEPRINT, NOT AN ACCIDENT 



SMOKY HOLLOW
Neighborhood

Today

URBAN RENEWAL



NOTE:

ALL PROPERTIES WITHIN PROJECT AREA ARE 
TO BE ACQUIRED BY THE REDEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION EXCEPT THOSE MARKED NOT 
TO BE ACQUIRED.

1970s

4th Ward

Dawson/McDowell Connector
Western Boulevard Extension

URBAN RENEWAL WAS A BLUEPRINT, NOT AN ACCIDENT 



1970s

4th Ward

Dawson/McDowell Connector
Western Boulevard Extension

URBAN RENEWAL WAS A BLUEPRINT, NOT AN ACCIDENT 

Note this was happening at the same 
time as the desegregation of the 

school system.



1970s

4th Ward

Dawson/McDowell Connector
Western Boulevard Extension

URBAN RENEWAL WAS A BLUEPRINT, NOT AN ACCIDENT 



1970s

4th Ward

Dawson/McDowell Connector
Western Boulevard Extension

URBAN RENEWAL WAS A BLUEPRINT, NOT AN ACCIDENT 



COMMUNITY ⟶ CLEARANCE ⟶ MODERN CITY



DISPLACEMENT WITHOUT REPLACEMENT

(1946 and 1967)
Not a new issue and didn’t provide 

for enough housing then.



OFFICE ZONING OPPOSITION

Rezoning becomes a lever to 
encourage turnover



PHYSICAL TRAUMA OF INFRASTRUCTURE

Cuts, embankments, 
severed streets

Separation of community
Walls of public works

Accelerating decline of 
communities

While this is Oberlin Road, the same thing also 
happened between Rochester Heights and 

Biltmore Hills when I-40 (now I-440 was built)



Destination Strategic Plan 2028
Then v. Now



DESTINATION 2028

Make Wake County a destination by 2028

• Meetings and 
conventions

• Sports
• Events
• Key Attractors

Keep your eyes open to what is going on around you.  There 
are always multiple factors in play. 

 
Consider the Hospitality Tax that we pay when we eat out.

8 Strategic Priorities

• Individual Leisure
• Destination 

Development
• Regional demand drivers
• Quality of Place



TODAY'S
FLOOD
ISSUES

Garner Road at Rochester Heights

Walnut Creek @ Downtown South
Yellow areas show regularly flooded areas

Site of former homes in 
Rochester Heights after FEMA 

buyout

Park in this area after rainfall



TODAY'S
FLOOD
ISSUES



Today's
Affordable
Housing
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ABC STORE NEW BERN AVENUE HOUSE BEHIND ABC STORE

ABC STORE @  
VILLAGE 
DISTRICT

STONE SCHOOL 
SUPPLY WAREHOUSE

TRANSFER FOOD HALL

Economic
Different

Treatments

POWER PLANT ON S. EAST STREET

ELECTRICAL STORAGE HOUSE ON NEW BERN AVENUE

ELECTRICAL STORAGE HOUSE ON WADE  AVENUE



BUILDING BRIDGES 
THAT CROSS 
NEIGHBORHOODS

HIGHWAY CONCEALING WALL /440 NEAR PERSON STREET EXITHIGHWAY CONCEALING WALL 440 NEAR LAKE BOONE TRAIL

NO WALL TO CONCEAL ON BAILEY 
DRIVE BETWEEN ROCHESTER 
HEIGHTS AND BILTMORE HILLS

CONCEALING WALL IN 
ROCHESTER HEIGHTS CLOSE 
TO HOUSE ON CALLOWAY DRIVE

CONCEALING WALL IN ROCHESTER 
HEIGHTS CLOSE TO HOUSE ON 
CALLOWAY DRIVE  (SAME HOUSE 
FROM STREET FRONT)



THE REPEATING CYCLE

RESTRICTION

DISINVESTMENT

‘BLIGHT NARRATIVE’

CLEARANCE/UPZONING/
INFRASTRUCTURE

REDEVELOPMENT W/O 
PROTECTIONS

HAS TO STOP



WHAT THE NEXT COMP PLAN MUST DO DIFFERENTLY?

• PLANNING SHOULD BE REPARATIVE
⚬ USE ANTI-DISPLACEMENT TOOLS
⚬ COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP
⚬ CULTURAL RESOURCE PROTECTON 
￭ INCLUDE CEMETERIES

⚬ DETERMINE BINDING PROTECTIONS FOR LEGACY 
COMMUNITIES



WHAT ? TO ASK?

• WHO BENEFITS FROM THIS?
• WHO BEARS THE COST OF THIS?
• WHAT PROTECTIONS ARE GUARANTEED?
• HOW DO WE MEASURE THE SUCCESS OF THESE QUESTIONS?



Raleigh

Today 1954
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Thank you! Questions?

Carmen Wimberley Cauthen
Founder, Research and Resource
www.researchandresource.com

To purchase my book, send your email to
admin@researchandresource.com 

⚬carmen@researchandresource.com
⚬https://www.researchandresource.com/raleigh-black-history

https://www.facebook.com/carmenwcauthen/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/carmen-cauthen-
38334922/


