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Building on the DRA Economic Development Strategy

DOWNTOWNRALE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEG)

Part 1: Activating Fayetteville Str Introduction .

ANALYSIS & RECOMMENDATIONS

Downtown Raleigh Alliance (DRA) and the for people and, to talk as a community about
City of Raleigh are developing an economic what will make downtown more welcoming with
development strategy that aims to position opportunities for everyone. As Raleigh grows,
Downtown Raleigh for the future, particularly as the economic developrment strategy will ensure
we emerge from the last three years. This work downtown has a prominent role to play in the
will require a holistic approach that identifies calculus of where to live and to invest.

the key opportunities to maximize downtown's

strengths, make stronger connections to nearby The strategy is focused on four key areas (shown
assets and neighborhoods, activate streets with below).

a diverse mix of businesses, design vibrant places

Figure 1. Focus Areas
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Project Schedule
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EXISTING CONDITIONS + PRELIMINARY PUBLIC DRAFT STREETSCAPE PUBLIC FINAL PLAN DRC REVIEW COUNCIL REVIEW
SITE ANALYSIS CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT ENGAGEMENT PLAN ENGAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT + ADOPTION
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Design Methodology
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Subtract

Remove barriers and obstacles
that limit use such as planter
walls, benches, news kiosks and
urns.

Add

Introduce public art, wayfinding

and signage, interactive public

seating, and additional planting
to enhance placemaking.

Refresh

Consider enhancements to existing
elements such as pavement, plant
material, lighting, and furnishings

for a refreshed, contemporary
aesthetic.
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Test Fits



Typical Streetscape - Existing Condition

The typical dimension of the sidewalk from property line to the curb is 30 feet. This
includes a 4’ business spillout area, 8’-6" walk zone, 12’ furniture zone including the
street trees, and b’ buffer zone. Many of the businesses along Fayetteville have indicated
that the 4’ spillout area is insufficient for outdoor dining. Further, the arrangement of
benches and walls in the furniture zone discourages use, particularly for outdoor dining
and other sidewalk activations.

El The 4’ maximum permissible spill-out zone for retail and FA Tree planting conditions vary. Most have open planters but
dining is insufficient. there a few occurrences of a tree grate.

MATURE OAK TREES

WIDTH IS INSUFFICIENT FOR
RETAIL/DINING SPILL-OUT

UNDERUTILIZED SEAT WALLS ....... .

E] The 5 wide strip between the curb and plantersis unused. ] There are stretches of inactive commercial facades.

UNDERUTILIZED ZONE

[H Benches are not placed at consistent intervals. [ The seat walls are underutilized and adjacent planters are
often not maintained.
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Test Fits: Typical Streetscape

Test Fit A

PROS:

=+ Large activity zone for programming and
outdoor dining

<+ Walking zone is 10’ wide
<+ Similar to existing paving configuration

=+ Existing trees are preserved and protected

CONS:

= Qutdoor dining is not adjacent to building doors;
F&B service has to cross walking zone

= Qutdoor dining is close to the curb
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Test Fit B

PROS:

= Outdoor dining close to building doors;
F&B service does not have to cross walking
zone

=+ Existing trees are preserved and protected

CONS:

= Activity zone is smaller than Aand C
= Walking zone is less than 10’ wide

= Buildings that do not have F&B could have
large void/dead space between the walking
zone and building

Test Fit C

PROS:

<+ Outdoor dining close to building doors; F&B service
does not have to cross walking zone

+ Existing trees are preserved and protected

+ Wide space for programming and outdoor dining

CONS:

= Parallel parking step-off zone is a part of the
walking zone

Walking zone is less than 10’ wide
Walking zone is obstructed by street lights

= Retail building frontages and doors are far from
walking zone

= Narrowest furnishing and planting zone
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Test Fits: Typical Intersection

Test Fit A

Test Fit B

Test Fit C

PROS:

=+ Existing curb and infrastructure remain
<4- Lowest cost option

+ Keeps construction limited to pedestrian

areas

CONS:

= Does not announce the intersection as a
special place

= Least amount of space for pedestrians

= Least amount of emphasis on the
pedestrian experience
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PROS:

=+ Existing curb and infrastructure remain

Medium cost option

+
Helps promote the pedestrian experience

4+ and creates a special place at each
intersection

CONS:

= Technically the same amount of space for
pedestrians as A, but feels larger due to
continuous paving application

Y 2000 /

PROS:

-+ Adds space for pedestrians

<4 Promotes the pedestrian experience
and creates a special place at each
intersection

CONS:

= Existing curb and infrastructure altered

= Most expensive option
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Test Fits: Typical Mid-Block Crossing

Test Fit A Test Fit B Test Fit C

PROS: PROS: PROS:
<+ Existing curb and infrastructure remain 4+ Existing curb and infrastructure remain + Adds space for pedestrians and creates
+ Lowest cost option + Medium cost option raised crosswalk
4+ Keeps construction limited to pedestrian + Helps promote the pedestrian Promotes the pedestrian experience
: : and creates a special place at each mid-
areas experience and creates a special place

at each mid-block crossing block crossing

CONS: CONS:
= Does not announce the intersection as a CONS: . -
_ = Existing curb and infrastructure altered
special place - Technically the same amount of Viost _ y
: : = Most expensive option
= Least amount of space for pedestrians space for pedestrians as Option A, but P P
feels larger due to continuous paving
- Least amount of emphasis on the application

pedestrian experience
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Concept Options



Fayetteville throughout History

WILLIAM CHRISTMAS ‘ PLAN

PARADE AND CIVIC EVENTS

FAYETTEVILLE STREET HAS HISTORICALLY SERVED
AS A MAJOR PARADE AND CIVIC SPACE.

PEDESTRIAN MALL

THE STREET IS CONVERTED TO A PEDESTRIAN MALL AS PART OF

AN URBAN RENEWAL EFFORT. HOWEVER, BUSINESSES STRUGGLE

i
ity
ikt L[4

PICTURED IS THE 1939 AMERICAN LEGION PARADE.

DUE TO THE INCREASING TREND OF SUBURBANIZATION AND DECREASED TRAFFIC.

NORTH CAROLINA STATE
CAPITOL IS COMPLETED,
ANCHORING FAYETTEVILLE ST o
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REMAINS A KEY ATTRACTION.

1587 1792 1840 1880 1910 1930 1939 1960 1977 2003 2006 2008 2010s 2020s 2024
1500s 1800s 1900s 2000s
CULTURAL EVENTS COVID -19 PANDEMIC REVITALIZATION PLAN
THE STREET HOSTS MAJOR EVENTS LIKE ~ TO HELP RESTAURANTS SURVIVE, RALEIGH THE FIVE YEAR PLAN OUTLINES STRATEGIES
MASONIC TEMPLE BUILDING, THE LIVABLE STREET PLAN HOPSCOTCH MUSIC FESTIVAL, ALLOWS EXPANDED OUTDOOR SEATING TO ACTIVATE THE DOWNTOWN CORE,
RALEIGH'S FIRST SKYSCRAPER THE LIVABLE STREETS PLAN CALLS FOR THE THE FAYETTEVILLE HISTORIC  FIRST NIGHT RALEIGH, AND AND PARKLETS, TURNING PARTS OF WHICH INCLUDES REDESIGNING
IS BUILT. THE CITY MARKET AND RESTORATION OF VEHICULAR TRAFFIC AND DISTRICT IS ESTABLISHED. ~ INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS. FAYETTEVILLE STREET INTO OPEN-AIR DINING SPACES.  FAYETTEVILLE STREET AND CITY PLAZA,
SIR WALTER RALEIGH RALEIGH AS CAPITAL STREET THRIVES AMBASSADOR THEATER OPENED. THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CAPITOL MANY OFFICE WORKERS REMAIN REMOTE, SLOWING INCENTIVIZING RETAIL AND CREATING
SPONSORS VISTA ON FAYETTEVILLE STREET. THE RETURN OF DOWNTOWN'S USUAL BUSINESS PEDESTRIAN CORRIDORS BETWEEN
“L0ST COLONY” RALFIGH ISESTABLISHED THESTREELTHRIVESAS INTERSTATE 40 (1-40) IS PLANNED 2006 REDESIGN TRAFFIC. THE AREA HAS SINCE REBOUNDED BUT FAVETTEVILLE STREET AND DIX PARK.
N REORE TSR AS NORTH CAROLINA'S A BUSINESS DISTRICT, AND LATER BUILT, LINKING RALEIGH STIFL EAGES CHALIENGES WITH CEFIBEVAGARIES
CAPITAL DUE TO ITS WITH STREETCARS INCREASING T0 OTHER MAJOR CITIES AND e TR RO ElS A TR D CHANGING WORK HABITS
CENTRAL LOCATION ACCESSIBILITY. FAYETTEVILLE SHIFTING TRAFFIC AWAY FROM . :

SPARKING DOWNTOWN'S REVIVAL WITH NEW BUSINESSES,
MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENTS, AND BETTER

TRANSIT PLANNING. MAJOR COMPANIES LIKE

RALEIGH MARRIOTT CITY CENTER, PNC PLAZA,

AND RED HAT PLAY A KEY ROLE IN THE TURNAROUND.

STREET IS FIRST DOWNTOWN STREETS
PAVED WITH ASPHALT. LIKE FAYETTEVILLE STREET.



A Space for Procession, Ceremony, and Celebration




Existing Condition: Fayetteville Not Visually Prominent
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Westward view on Martin Street looking toward Fayetteville Street
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Concept 1: Procession & Celebration
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Concept 1: Procession & Celebration

Streetscape Procession
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Concept 1: Procession & Celebration

e STREETSCAPE TEST FIT A
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INTERSECTION TEST FIT C

FAYETTEVILLE STREET STREETSCAPE PLAN |

MID BLOCK TEST FITC
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Concept 1: Procession & Celebration

1 Sculpture covering existing utilities 5 Existing traffic light 9 Building frontage zone .@ : , ]
2 Overhead sculpture 6 Existing street tree 10 Step-off zone 0 1 30 60
3 Enhanced intersection paving 7 Site Furniture 11 Parallel parking

4 Enhanced mid-block crossing paving 8 Reorganized tree well with planting
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Concept 1: Procession & Celebration

Food & Beverage Food & Beverage Passive Use Retall Passive Use
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Concept 1: Procession & Celebration
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oncept 1: Procession & Celebration
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Concept 1: Procession & Celebration

i BETTER CONNECTION TO
SURROUNDING BLDGS
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Raleigh: The City of Oaks

_ g y Ly, Ralelgh has been deﬁned ﬂ'
by its beautlful urban forest and majé.'ﬁtlc Oak trees. As <
iﬁwe passes and the clty aroung, them changes, the Oaks
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time. They embody the memory of seasons, cIlmate, and our -;'-';; PN
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Concept 2: Exalting the Oaks
Abstracting the oak tree’s anatomy
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Concept 2: Exalting the Oaks
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" MID BLOCK TEST FIT B
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Concept 2: Exalting the Oaks

]
1 Platform seating cover existing utilities 5 Existing traffic light 9 Building frontage zone -@ 0 15’ 30’ 60’
2 Abstracted oak leaf paving 6 Existing street tree 10 Step-off zone
3 Enhanced intersection paving 7 Site Furniture 11 Parallel parking

4 Enhanced mid-block crossing paving 8 Reorganized tree well with planting 12 Circle bench
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Concept 2: Exalting the Oaks

Food & Beverage

Food & Beverage

Passive Use

Passive Use

Retail

Passive Use
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Concept 2: Exalting the Oaks
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Concept 2: Exalting the Oaks

BETTER CONNECTION TO
SURROUNDING BLDGS
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Acorn inspiration
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Comparison of Concepts

CONCEPT 1: PROCESSION AND CELEBRATION CONCEPT 2: EXALTING THE OAKS

TYPICAL STREETSCAPE AND INTERSECTION TYPICAL STREETSCAPE AND INTERSECTION
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