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APPENDIX 1 
VILLAGE DISTRICT COMMON SIGNAGE PLAN AMENDMENT 

ORDINANCE NO. (2024) 612 
SSP-1-23 

APPROVED ON MARCH 19, 2024 
EFFECTIVE DATE: MARCH 24, 2024 

 
Introduction 
 
The Cameron Village Streetscape & Parking Plan for Pedestrian Business Overlay District, dated April 
17, 2003 (the “2003 Streetscape Plan”), contained a Common Signage Plan depicted on Plan Sheets 
SG 4.01 through SG 4.06 (the “CSP”). On September 9, 2008, the 2003 Streetscape Plan was 
amended, but that amendment did not pertain to the Common Signage Plan (the “2008 Amendment”).  
On March 19, 2024, the City Council for the City of Raleigh approved an amendment to the CSP as 
outlined below. Through this amendment, the CSP is hereby renamed the Village District Common 
Signage Plan.  Except as to the signage amendments outlined herein, the 2003 Streetscape Plan and 
the 2008 Amendment shall remain in full force and effect as previously adopted. 
 
General Information 
 
This Amendment to the Common Signage Plan shall apply to the following properties only: 
 
Property Addresses:  Property PIN:    Owner:        Deed Reference: 
2000 Cameron Street  1704132174    Columbia Village District LLC    11056/1785 
2016 Cameron Street  1704035117    Columbia Village District LLC    11056/1785 
2105 Cameron Street  1704023663    Columbia Village District LLC    11056/1785 
416 Oberlin Road  1704020882    Columbia Village District LLC    11056/1785 
400 Daniels Street  1704027651    Columbia Village District LLC    11056/1785 
422 Woodburn Road  1704122660    Columbia Village District LLC    11056/1785 
 
Design Statement and History 
 
The Village District CSP has not been updated since 2003. After evaluating the current CSP and the 
City of Raleigh UDO signage criteria, we would like to tailor signage for The Village District that is 
more flexible and diverse than the current Village District CSP allows. For example, we would like to 
have the ability to reintroduce historic mid-century style signage once utilized at The Village District 
on a limited and Landlord only (not tenant) specified basis. 
 
The Village District (formerly Cameron Village) is a unique historic property representing the post-
Second World War building and economic growth that heralded an era of cultural shifts, 
unprecedented prosperity, and increased consumer consumption. This center and others that followed 
were designed to accommodate the increased reliance upon and exploding numbers of automobiles 
while simultaneously reflecting the trend of suburban growth as populations began to abandon 
traditional dense urban centers.  
 
The Village District (Cameron Village) is the first shopping center (not a mall) to be built in North 
Carolina and widely believed to be the first in the Southeast. Planning began in 1947 and the first 
phase of the shopping center opened on November 17, 1949. The opening of the center began the 
urban flight of many Raleigh merchants from the traditional Raleigh downtown shopping district; Sears 
being one of the first major retailers to leave downtown Raleigh in favor of the newly developed 
Cameron Village shopping center.  
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Master Plan from “Cameron Village,” a commercial brochure, c.1947 and an early architect’s 
rendering. 
 
 

 
 
“Cameron Village” was specifically designed to accommodate the post war increase in automobile 
use. 
 
 
Amended Village District Common Signage Plan 
 
The following amendments to the exiting 2003 Village District common signage plan are as follows 
and shall be incorporated. These amendments provide for additional sign allocations within the Village 
District over and above what the current CSP allows. All other current CSP provisions not specifically 
amended herein shall remain in full force and effect.    
 
Tract Signs 
 

• Allow Tract Identification Signs for The Village District (The Village District currently utilizes 8 

existing tract signs). Ground signs of medium and high-profile classification will not to be 

allowed. 

• Low Profile Ground signs will only be allowed on a limited basis for tenants with a separate 

ground lease of at least 75,000 s.f. 
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Site Plan of The Village District: Stars note present location of all eight existing tract signs at the Village 

District.  

 

 
This image demonstrates a historic precedent for High Profile Ground Signs at “Cameron 

Village”. The Village District will NOT allow the use of ground signs of medium and high-profile 

classification.  

Wall Signs 

Apply 2 s.f. of signage area per linear foot of street facing frontage (maximum 300 s.f of signage area) 

equally to basement and second level tenant spaces. Each occupied level has representation of 2 s.f. 

per linear foot of street facing frontage to the maximum of 300 s.f. of signage area.  

• Allow internally illuminated box letter signs for tenant logos and/or letters, with a maximum 

letter height limitation of 2’-0”. 
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Roof Signs 

The UDO currently does not allow roof top signage.  Roof top signage is currently prohibited at the 
Village District. 
 
Projecting Signs 
 

• Allow projecting signage per current UDO standards. 
 
Awning, Gallery, Marquee Signs 
 

• Basement level and second story level tenants shall be allowed 2 s.f. of signage area per linear 
foot of street facing frontage (maximum 300 s.f. of signage area) 

• Maximum letter height shall be 2’-0” 

• Internally illuminated box letter signs are permitted for tenant logos and/or letters.  
 
Window Signs 
 

• Allow window signs per the Raleigh UDO criteria.  
 
A-Frame Signs 
 

• Allow A-frame signs per the Raleigh UDO criteria. 
 
Special Sign Types 
 

• Allow changeable copy signs per the Raleigh UDO on a limited basis.  

• Changeable copy signs are limited to theaters and entertainment venues having regularly 
changing programs/ acts. Except changeable copy time and temperature signs, no 
changeable copy sign may change more than 4 times in any 24-hour period. 

 

Digital Signs 
 

• Digital signs for advertising of any type are prohibited at The Village District. 
 
Additional Materials Allowed 
 

• Exposed neon tubes: green, red, blue color- other colors as approved by landlord.  

• Bare / mill finished metals. 

• All other materials as allowed under the Raleigh UDO. 
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Contemporary neon letter signage: a similar aesthetic could be utilized at the Village District  

 

Additional Provisions 
 

• The number of colors allowed per sign shall be as set forth in the Raleigh UDO. 

• The landlord shall have the ability to evaluate and approve signage that is non-compliant within 
the Village District Common Signage Plan.  

• In all other respects, except as amended herein, the 2003 CSP is ratified and affirmed, and 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

Signage Synopsis 
 
 

CSP    
2003 

 
 Y 

Y (under 
canopy) 

 
    Y 

      Y 
(painted) 

 
N.A.  

 
 N.A. 

 
 N.A. 

 
 N.A. 

 
 N 

  
   N  

 
     N.A. 

UDO  Y    Y     Y      Y   N   N   N   N  N    N       Y 

CSP 
2023 

 Y    Y     Y      Y   Y  N 
 

  N   Y  N    N       Y  

            

Sign 
Type 

Wall  projecting 
 

awning 
gallery 
marquee 

window ground 
low 
profile 

ground 
med. 
profile 

ground 
high 
profile 

Tract 
I.D. 

roof over- 
parapet 

changeable 
copy 

 
Y= Yes  
N= No 
N.A.= Not Addressed 
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