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The Raleigh chapter of the Red Cross started at a small
conference of nine women that met at the home of
Elizabeth Grimes on August 16, 1916. The conference
concluded that the best medium through which to work
was the American Red Cross. They issued a public
invitation and 25 women responded just six days later at
the Yarborough Hotel on Fayetteville Street to organize
as the Raleigh Auxiliary.
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She was born In
Raleigh in 1867 and

raised with strong
Christian ideals.




She spent five years
at Peace Institute

and graduated at
the age of 16.




She spent the next
twenty-two years

establishing a home
and teaching her
children.




She started work
at the Farmer's Institute
In 1908 developing new

methods of teaching
homemaking to rural
women.




In 1917, she was
appointed Director of
Home Economics to

help administer the
Food Conservation
Program during World
\War |.




Earning a bachelor's
degree in 1927, at age
fifty-nine, she was the

first woman to graduate
from North Carolina
State College.
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She continued

to fight for the
betterment of rural
lives through the
Great Depression

and World War II.




Raleigh Woman's Club in 1909, Image courtesy of DocSouth at UNC

Do you recognize
the columns on
this building?

When it became
apparent that the
United States would
enter WWI, the
Auxiliary promptly took
steps to expand and
increase its activities.

| This often meant
. working in cooperation

with the Raleigh
Woman'’s Club.
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That's right! It's the Capitol
Building in Raleigh, NC!
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The Raleigh Auxiliary operated out of a
workroom in Christ Church Parish House and
trained there every Wednesday morning from
September 1916 to February 1917.

On February 8, 1917, they called a joint
meeting with the Raleigh Woman's Club. This
meeting stimulated interest in the Red Cross
and 50 new members enrolled.

Members of the American Red Cross in Salisbury, NC in 1918
Image courtesy of the State Archives of North Carolina

L Photo of-Sign courtesy of NC DNCR
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The Raleigh Auxiliary operated out of a
workroom in Christ Church Parish House and
trained there every Wednesday morning from
September 1916 to February 1917.

On February 8, 1917, they called a joint
meeting with the Raleigh Woman's Club. This
meeting stimulated interest in the Red Cross
and 50 new members enrolled.

Members of the American Red Cross in Salisbury, NC in 1918
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Mary Lewis Wyche

Graduated from Henderson
College in 1889, completed
nursing training at Philadelphia
General Hospital in 1894

From 1895-98, she was active
in the organization of Rex Hospital
Training School for Nurses
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Mary Lewis Wyche

In 1902, she organized the
Raleigh Nurses Association which
evolved into the North Carolina
State Nurses Association

In 1917, as an enrolled Red Cross
nurse, spoke at meetings and
offered First Aid classes
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Mary Lewis Wyche

She led the movement to establish a
pre-nursing course at the North Carolina
College for Women in Greensboro, and
she took the lead in seeking a school of
nursing at Duke University

In 1925, she retired and wrote,
The History of Nursing in North Carolina
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On March 12th, 1917,
encouraged by their progress,
the Central Committee of the
American Red Cross formally

recognized the Raleigh Chapter
of the American Red Cross.

19.



. alpqszw
=i d )

\' A
¢ A leader of the North
Carolina women's
suffrage movement

Cornelia (center) with a She helped to found

group of suffragettes the Women's Club

of Raleigh and held
its presidency from
1909-1911

Vice Chairman
of the Raleigh Chapter
of the Red Cross

Cornelia Petty Jerman
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A leader of the North
Carolina women's
suffrage movement
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She helped to found
the Women's Club

of Raleigh and held
Its presidency from
1909-1911
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Vice Chairman
of the Raleigh Chapter
of the Red Cross
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First Aid Surgical Dressing Home Nursing Lifesaving

Educational Classes were an important part of
the Red Cross. They offered advice and aid to
other communities and created newspaper

articles and public exhibits, all in an effort to
train its members, extend its influence, and
instruct the public in general.
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Dr. Elizabeth
Delia Dixon-Carroll

As the first female doctor in

Raleigh, she was an integral part

of the community. She earned her first
degree from Cornell University and
medical degree from Woman's Medical
College (Columbia University). She then
settled in Raleigh to work at Meredith
College. While in Raleigh, she helped
found the Women's Club of Raleigh,
worked on the board of directors for the
State Home and Industrial School for
Girls and Women, and volunteered with
the Red Cross teaching first aid classes.
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Elizabeth
Grimes
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As the Raleigh Chapter grew, other communities in
North Carolina began to take note. Before 1917, only
two chapters of the Red Cross existed in North Carolina.

On May 11, 1917, 90 delegates representing 18 towns
visited the Raleigh workroom to observe the work and
confer with the Chapter Officials.
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Elizabeth Grimes

Much of the success of the Raleigh
Chapter of the Red Cross is owed to
its chairman, Elizabeth Grimes. For
more than two years she poured her
life into the work of the Red Cross
without a break and without limit.
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The Red Cross set up canteens,
or rest areas, all across the US
that enabled troop trains a place
to stop. Soldiers could get out,
stretch their legs, have a meal,
and even take a shower.

Tens of thousands of soldiers
stopped in Raleigh every month.
The Raleigh Red Cross served

a total of 375,000 troops by the
war’s end.
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The Red Cross has a commitment to
serving everyone, but Raleigh was a
segregated city at the time. African
Americans weren't allowed into the
canteen area, but were served on the train.
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The pandemic affected half of North
Carolina’s 2,500,000 inhabitants
and killed 13,600 people.

The war ended in

November 1918 and

troops started coming

home. But they weren’t

the only thing coming

home. The Spanish Flu

had already taken hold

in several countries and

was now being spread

exponentially by the THE WAY NORTH CAROLINIANS DO IT AT HOME

movement of trOOpS_ During the epldemie last (all and winter 13,044 North Carolinlans lald down their lives to & “spit-borne’ disease—inlluenes 1

L
"

Image courtesy of the North Carolina State Archives Digital Collections
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The Red Cross was called on to
provide the necessary aid. Among so
many material goods produced, the
Red Cross also produced 192 trained
professionals and volunteer nurses
for the Raleigh area.

Two of which died from the virus,
Eliza Riddick and Lucy Page.

Image courtesy of The U.S. National Archives
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Red Cross work room in the
State Department of Agriculture in
Raleigh, NC on August 8, 1918

Image courtesy of The U.S. National Archives




The Influenza Pandemic of 1918 or
"Spanish Flu" was the most severe
pandemic in recent history.
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50 million deaths

worldwide

(1/3 the world population
at the time)

A
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The Red Cross served an influential role in
the First World War and resulting Spanish
Flu pandemic. We even see their effects
today as they contribute to how we deal
with large scale outbreaks.
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