
SELECTED CONCEPT PLAN

SMOKY HOLLOW PARK SCHEMATIC DESIGN
ABOUT THE PROJECT

HOW WE GOT HERE
In November 2022, Raleigh City Council approved 
and adopted the Concept Design Plan for Smoky 
Hollow Park (formerly called Devereux Meadow 
Park).  This concept plan is the basis for the 
Schematic Design phase.

Per the Concept Plan, this park development plan 
focuses on environmental remediation, stream 
restoration, flood and stormwater management, 
greenway trail implementation, and park 
improvements for passive recreation. 

The future Smoky Hollow Park will offer walking 
paths, plazas, and extensive landscaped and 
naturalized areas. The centerpiece of this new park 
will be a restored Pigeon House Branch, realigned 
to flow through the middle of the park. A 
constructed wetland will work with the stream to 
improve water quality. The plan proposes multiple 
viewing areas for the stream and wetland along the 
pathways and from the plazas.

Current funding for this project comes from the 
2014 and 2022 Raleigh Parks Bonds ($13.5 million). 
An additional $5.5 million in funding will come from 
a future Stormwater capital improvements allocation.
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The 14-acre project site is currently a city maintenance 
facility.  For over a decade, there was discussion within the 
City to transform the site into a public park and greenway.  
From 2021 to 2022, the design team developed three 
concept design alternates that presented a collection of 
solutions to address the complex infrastructure of the 
site and create unique spaces for park programming, 
stormwater treatment, and habitat. Chief among these 
design ideas was how to approach Pigeon House Branch. 

Based on public engagement feedback, “Concept 3: 
Meander” was selected.  This concept highlighted a 
“re-wilding” approach to the stream design with Pigeon 
House Branch coursing through the park.  Concept 3 also 
offered passive recreation experiences including walking 
paths, gathering spaces, and naturalized areas. 

Key features of the selected concept plan included: 
• Complete removal of existing buildings and pavement
• Site remediation to address contaminated groundwater
and soil
• Daylighting and restoration of Pigeon House Branch
• Development of a natural and passive park
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The future Smoky Hollow Park will offer walking paths, plazas, and 
extensive landscaped and naturalized areas. The centerpiece of this 
new park will be a restored Pigeon House Branch, realigned to flow 
through the middle of the park. A constructed wetland will work with 
the stream to improve water quality. The plan proposes multiple 
viewing areas for the stream and wetland along the pathways and 
from the plazas.
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INTERPRETIVE ELEMENTS
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