
Welcome to the Raleigh BRT: New Bern 
Avenue Design Open House! 

A brief presentation will be given every hour beginning at 
4:30PM. In the meantime, please feel free to spend as much 
time as you want at the stations.

Walk  around to each station to learn more about the 
project and talk with staff.

Fill out a comment form, add your comments to the project 
map or the map of the corridor, and to the community wall 
activity to give us your feedback.

RALEIGH BRT: NEW BERN AVENUE



WHO SHOULD PARTICIPATE?

WHAT ARE THE MAIN QUESTIONS?

WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS?

WHAT WILL THE FINAL DESIGN LOOK LIKE?

that combines physical and operational elements to improve 
speed and reliability. BRT vehicles can operate in dedicated bus 
lanes

will feature raised platforms, making it easier for passengers with 
wheelchairs, strollers or bicycles to board the bus. Fares will be 
collected on the platform so riders can board without delay.

• Residents along New Bern Avenue 
• Anyone interested in the future of Raleigh
• Anyone who cares about or uses public transit
• Employers and employees along New Bern Avenue
• Businesses and institutions along New Bern Avenue

BRT on New Bern Avenue will make it easier, quicker, and more 
reliable than ever for residents to travel between GoRaleigh 
Station and New Hope Road. Three big questions are asked here:

This open house is about introducing BRT station locations and 
runningway design concepts along New Bern Avenue. Later this 
summer/early fall, we will have another open house where one 
runningway design concept will be selected. The design process 
will wrap up by the end of 2020.

Using the input we receive from the community and roadway 

along New Bern Avenue.

1) Are the proposed stations appropriately located?
2) Are there any station locations missing?
3) What are your thoughts on BRT vehicles operating along 
the median or along the curb?

WHAT IS BRT?



NEW BERN AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY
The improvements coming to New Bern Avenue are a part of the New Bern Avenue Corridor 
Study that was adopted by the City Council in 2012. The study provides recommendations to:

Improve the 
appearance 

of the 
corridor

Support pedestrian, 
bicycle, and transit 

uses along the 
corridor with a 

vision for Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT)

Identify 
opportunities for 

revitalization, while 
maintaining the 

cultural heritage in 
the area

WAKE TRANSIT PLAN
Wake County residents voted in favor of the Wake Transit Plan in November 2016. The Plan 
recommends 20 miles of BRT infrastructure to be implemented along four (4) corridors in 
Wake County to provide frequent and reliable urban mobility.

NOW

THEN

NEXT

NEW BERN AVENUE CORRIDOR BRT

miles in length, between GoRaleigh Station, WakeMed Raleigh Campus, and New Hope Road. 
The project includes about 3.3 miles of new dedicated transit infrastructure from GoRaleigh 
Station to Sunnybrook Road and 1.8 miles of service in general travel lanes from Sunnybrook 
Road to New Hope Road.

HOW DID WE GET HERE?



The City conducted the New Bern Avenue Corridor Study 
appearance and function of the corridor. The Study introduced Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) on New Bern Avenue as a way to improve and 
enhance mobility throughout the corridor service area. With the Wake Transit Plan recommended New Bern Avenue Corridor BRT 
implementation now underway, there is the unique opportunity to celebrate the cultural history of the corridor and its neighborhoods 

The study also included the assessment of the cultural landscape of the New Bern Avenue Corridor. New Bern Avenue is diverse and the 
cultural landscape provides a historical timeline of the City’s physical development from the urban neighborhoods of the 1800s to 1920s, 

on efforts to preserve the cultural heritage, character, and uniqueness of these historic neighborhoods.

Each area has a unique set of cultural and physical characteristics that contribute to the history and sense of place established along the 
corridor. These elements are important to recognize and preserve not only to maintain that sense of place, but also to recall the efforts of 
past generations and their contributions to the evolution of what we know today as the New Bern Avenue corridor. Opportunities to 

NEW BERN AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY

New Bern Avenue & Person 
Street, SE Corner (Highway Marker)

Shaw University: Historic African –American college located 
seven blocks southwest, at 118 E. South Street. Oldest 
building, Estey Hall, built in 1874, is the first building 
constructed for the higher education of black women in the 
United States. 

Edenton Street &
Bloodworth Street, 
NE Corner
Raleigh Male Academy, ca. 1884. 
This important school for boys took 
up the entire north side of Edenton 
Street between Bloodworth and East 
Streets. 
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New Bern Avenue & Tarboro Road, SW Corner (Highway Marker)
Old State Fairgrounds: The State Fair with its large racetrack was located two blocks south. It operated from 1853 to 1872. The “Fair Grounds Hospital,” the first military hospital in North Carolina, was established here in 1861. 
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New Bern Avenue & East Street,
NW Corner

Original eastern boundary of the Raleigh city plan. The original city 
plan, drawn by surveyor and legislator William Christmas in 1792 
contained four hundred acres, with North, South, East, and West 
Streets as the boundaries.

4New Bern Avenue &
Bloodworth Street, NE Corner 

Oakwood Historic District: Developed four blocks north from 
about 1870 to 1900 as the earliest subdivision outside the 
original city limits. 

2

 
  

Edenton Street & Idlewild Avenue,
SW Corner

Idlewild Neighborhood: Idlewild Avenue is the center of Idlewild, an 
early area of African-American home ownership. The Raleigh Land and 
Improvement Company subdivided Idlewild in 1891. 
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New Bern Avenue &
N. State Street, NE Corner

Raleigh Primitive Baptist 
Church once stood on 
the northeast corner of 
North State Street and 
New Bern Avenue. It 
was relocated to this 
site from the Moore 
Square area in the 
1850's. In the 1990's it 
moved again and the 
site redeveloped. 
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Edenton Street & Pettigrew Street, 
NE Corner

College Park: This residential neighborhood is bounded by Tarboro Road on 
the west, Glascock Street on the north and New Bern Avenue on the south. 
The 1920’s neighborhood took its name from St. Augustine’s College and 
was one of the early areas of African-American home ownership. 
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New Bern Avenue & Swain Street, 
NW Corner

Hungry Neck: The area to the north between East and Swain Streets was 
called this name by residents in the early 1900’s. 
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New Bern Avenue & Cooke Street,
NW Corner

Experimental Railroad: This is the route of the “experimental railroad” 
built by Raleigh businessmen in 1832 from the state stone quarry on 
Rock Quarry Road to Union Square. 
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New Bern Avenue &
Tarboro Road, NW Corner

Stone Quarry: The site of the state stone quarry is four blocks south 
between Advise Street and Rock Quarry Road where the Lucile 
Hunter School was built in the 1920’s. 
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New Bern 
Avenue
& Tarboro Road,
SE Corner
The city  baseball field stood 
here from the 1930’s to the 
1940’s. National Cemetery: 
Four blocks south are the 
seven landscaped acres 
of the National Cemetery, 
authorized by Congress on 
February 23, 1867.  
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Edenton Street &
Tarboro Road, NW 
Corner (Highway Marker)

St. Augustine’s College: A historic African-American 
college that attracted many blacks in search of an 
education to Raleigh in the late 1800’s and early 
1900’s. St. Monica’s Catholic School operated from 
ca-1929 to 1960 to serve African-American children. 
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1

New Bern Avenue &
East Street, SE Corner

City Cemetery occupies much of the 500 block of New Bern 
Avenue south to East Hargett Street. Originally established 
in 1798 as a four acre plot and later designated with two 
acre plots for citizens, one for “strangers” and one for blacks, 
mainly slaves. 

Edenton Street & Tarboro Road,
NE Corner

O’Rourke Cemetery: Located on the 500 block of Tarboro Road. Land for this 
cemetery was donated by prominent Raleigh Catholic John O’Rourke, whose 
house stood nearby in 1858. 
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New Bern Avenue & Ray Street,
NW Corner

Henry Porter House: Built before 1850 at 555 New Bern Avenue. The 
two-story Greek Revival style house was built for Henry Porter, a prominent 
19th century merchant. 
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The Wake County Transit Plan Includes Four “BIG MOVES”  

isting 
frequent bus service 

 
with service at least 

ever

Increase Bus Service

BRT creates dedicated 
bus lanes on local 

roads so bus operators 

keep their routes on 
schedule. 

Implement Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT)

CRT will use isting 
railroad tracks to 

provide comfortable 
passenger service that 
allo

work on their way to 
key destinations. 

Implement Commuter 
Rail Transit (CRT)

The Plan also e ansit 
in Wake County for 

municipalities that currently 
do not have service by 

allowing them to apply for 
matching funds to develop 

and operate local bus service.

Fund Local Service

$
Many Wake County 

residents depend on 
rural, on-demand 

transit services to get 
to  necessary 
destinations.

Expand Rural
On-Demand Service

1 2 3
CONNECT THE 

REGION 
CONNECT ALL 

WAKE COUNTY 
COMMUNITIES 

PROVIDE 
FREQUENT 
RELIABLE 

URBAN TRANSIT More e
service to Chapel Hill 

w rail 
servic

New or improved 
transit service to all 12 

Wake County 
municipalities

rvice 
in urban areas, with 

longer hours and 
weekend service 

PROVIDE 
GREATER 

ACCESS TO 
TRANSIT 

Increased bus service 
across the country for 

rural residents 

4

WAKE TRANSIT PLAN
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RALEIGH BRT: NEW BERN AVENUE PROJECT MAP



Highly visible and unique branding distinguishes BRT from other transit services

Multiple doors on left and right side of vehicle

1 2 3 4 5

BRT VEHICLE CHARACTERISTICS
* Vehicle branding and design to be determined



DESIGN CONCEPT: RIGHT BUSINESS ACCESS AND TRANSIT

LOCATION: WILMINGTON STREET

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION
Allows right turns across bus lane into driveways

SEGMENT A: DOWNTOWN RALEIGH

RIGHT BUSINESS ACCESS AND TRANSIT
CHARACTERISTICS

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

LOCATION: BLOUNT STREET



DESIGN CONCEPT: RIGHT BUSINESS ACCESS AND TRANSIT

LOCATION: EDENTON STREET

LOCATION: NEW BERN AVENUE

Allows right turns across the bus lane into driveways
TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

RIGHT BUSINESS ACCESS AND TRANSIT
CHARACTERISTICS

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



DESIGN CONCEPT: LEFT BUSINESS ACCESS AND TRANSIT

LOCATION: EDENTON STREET

LOCATION: NEW BERN AVENUE

Allows left turns across the bus lane into driveways
TYPICAL CROSS SECTION

LEFT BUSINESS ACCESS AND TRANSIT
CHARACTERISTICS

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



DESIGN CONCEPT: MEDIAN RUNNING TRANSITWAY

LOCATION: NEW BERN AVENUE

MEDIAN RUNNING TRANSITWAY
CHARACTERISTICS

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION



DESIGN CONCEPT: MEDIAN RUNNING TRANSIT ONLY LANE

LOCATION: NEW BERN AVENUE

MEDIAN RUNNING TRANSIT ONLY LANE 
CHARACTERISTICS

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

TYPICAL CROSS SECTION



DESIGN CONCEPT: RIGHT BUSINESS ACCESS AND TRANSIT

RIGHT BUSINESS ACCESS AND TRANSIT 
CHARACTERISTICS

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

LOCATION: NEW BERN AVENUE

Allows right turns across the bus lane into driveways



Apr 19 May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 2020 2021-2022 2023

Open House Open House Open House

length

Identify initial station locations

Introduce BRT runningway design 
concepts

Coordinate with other transportation 
projects

Select one BRT runningway and vehicle 
option

Introduce transit signal priority options

Develop preliminary cost estimates

Submit Small Starts Grant Application

Finalize station locations

Develop station footprint Complete 
Final Design Construction

SPAN OF SERVICE

3.3 LINEAR MILES 

UP TO 12 STATIONS

FREQUENCY OF SERVICE

Weekdays: 5AM - 12AM
Saturdays: 6AM - 12AM
Sundays: 7AM - 12AM

5.1 LINEAR MILES
GoRaleigh Station to New 

Hope Road

Dedicated transit lanes 
from GoRaleigh Station to 

WakeMed

Key residential, employment, 
and shopping destinations

Every 10-15 Minutes

RALEIGH BRT: NEW BERN AVENUE
The Wake Transit Plan, adopted in November 2016, creates more frequent bus services that cover larger service areas and span longer hours 

BRT Service 
Begins

SCHEDULE


